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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 



en 

Q X HE many important and extraordl- 

• nary changes which have, within the laft 

J twenty years, taken place in fcveral of 

J the principal Governments in the world, 

naturally lead the thinking mind to ru- 
minate on occurrences of fuch magnitude 
with the folemnity they merit, and, at 
the fame time, excite an almoft. uncon- 
trollable curiofity and defire to develope, 
if pofsible, the latent fources from which 
have arifen caufes capable of producing 
efFe6ls fo wonderful. 

In contemplating the French Revolu- 
tion alone, the recolle6lion of the vaft 
change it has occafioned fills us with 
aftoniftiment. We can fcarcely refrain 
fronl fancying it a dream, when we re- 

a 2 flea, 
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iv translator's preface. 

fle6t, that, within half the period already 
mentioned, the unrivalled fplendour and 
magnificence of the family of the un- 
happy Louis XVI., whofe anceftors had, 
for ages, reigned over the firft kingdom. 
in Europe, the boafted titles and long efta- 
blifhed privileges of the Noblejfey and the 
facred funftions and ample revenues of the 
Clergy, have been fuddenly annihilated. 

Numerous accounts have been publi(hed 
of this Rjevolution, cither by French wri- 
ters, who were too deeply engaged in the 
fcene, to preferve the impartiality requi- 
fite in a hiftorian, or by Englifh authors, 
male and female, (for both have written 
on the fubje6l), who, having been prefcnt 
during the period of the Revolution, have 
communicated to the world the circuni- 
ftances of that great event, but who, it is 
evident, have, in many material particulars, 
drawin their conclufions from grounds of 
which they could never penetrate beyond 
the furface. Without quelljoning the can- 
dour or veracity of thefe narratives, ftill 
it bc|3 been our wiih that fQme Frenchman 

Qf 
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of talent, and in a fituation that might 
enable him to attftin the higheft and moft 
authentic fources of information, would 
give a faithful picture of thofe awful 
events, and their tremendous confequences, 
which have afiounded the firmeft minds, 
and baffled all political, calculations. 

At the firft glance of the title-page of 
Tlie History of the Reign of Frederic 
William ii. King of Prufsia^ a reign 
truly inflgnificant and almoft contemp- 
tible, when compared with that of his 
predeceflbr, we had nearly thrown afide 
the book, as unworthy of attention. We, 
however, foon perceived, that it alfo 
embraced the Revolutions of Brabant^ 
Hollandj Poland; and France^ and con- 
tained a Sketch of the Life of Frederic 
THE Great; and we faw, with pleafure, 
that it proceeded fiom the clafsic pen of 
the fi-devant Count de Se'gur. 

The literary talents of this gentleman 

are fo univerfally known, as to require no 

eulogy from us; and with regard to his 

political abilities, we deem it neceflary to 

a 3 give 
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give only a general idea of the informa- 
tion that may be expedled from one, who 
had held the firft diplomatic employ- 
ments, with nolefs advantage to his Sove- 
reign and Country, than fatisfa6lion to the 
Courts at which he redded. 

He was, for feveral years, Ambaffador 
at St. Peterfburg, where, by the brilHancy 
of his wit and the amenity of his manners, 
he obtained a diftinguilhed place in the 
good opinion of Catherine II., whofe lu- 
minous mind foon difcovered his virtues 
and talents, and held him in fuch efteem 
that he generally made one in her par- 
ties. During his ftay there he compofed 
feveral pieces, for the Stage, which were 
performed before the Emprefs at the 
Theatre d' Hermitage, and received the 
warmeft approbation of the audience, and 
of that Princefs, who was herfelf a dra- 
matic writer of no inconfiderable genius 
and tafte. 

At the fame time, he was fo attentive to 

the interefts of his Court, and fo well ful- 

' filled his important mifsion, that he was 

enabled 
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enabled to tranfmit to the Cabinet of Ver- 
failles intelligence of every treaty that 
was entered into, or was on the tapis, in 
all the Courts of Europe, during his em- 
bafly to Rufsia. Such was his diplomatic 
ikill, that he efFe6led a treaty of com- 
merce between the two nations, which 
the French Court had long been endea- 
vouring to obtain, and which he had the 
fati8fa<5lion to conclude in 1787. 

Our author was next appointed Ambafla- 
dor at the Court of Berlin, where he ar- 
rived immediately after the death of Fre- 
deric the Great, to congratulate Frederic 
William II. on his accefsion. Here he 
refided feveral years, and became com- 
pletely mafter of the intrigues and politi- 
cal tranfa6lions which were then pafsing 
in Europe. In a word, he dexteroufly 
Contrived to obtain a^key to all the Cabi* 
nets; and their arcana are moft ably deve- 
loped in this hiftory. 

The laft mifsion on which he was em- 
ployed was as Ambaflador to the Court of 
Vienna, for the purpofe of preventing, if 
a 4 prafticable. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



flii fRANSLATOR's PREFACE. 

pradticaWe, the interference of the Emperor 
of Germany, and the King of Prufsia, in 
the internal affairs of France; and pre- 
vailing with thofe two Courts to prohibit 
the French Princes, and the* reft of the 
Emigrants, from arming in their domi- 
nions, or in thofe of the other States of 
Germany. This was the only occaiion 
In which he was unfuccefsful. The die 
wascaft; the Monarchs had taken their 
determination. Segur returned to Paris 
after this fruitlefs attempt, and has fince 
conduced himfelf with f^ich prudence, 
wifdom, and virtue, as to acquire and re- 
tain the refpe<a of the various fiiclions, 
which have fucceeded each other with 
unexampled rapidity; and he has lately 
been returned a Member of the Legifla- 
tive Body, under the fplendid Adminiftra- 

tron of BONAPARTEr 

Of the merits of the tranflation it is for 

the public to judge; but we hope we 

may be permitted to fay, that, avoiding 

Gallicifras, we have adhered with due 

5 fidelity 
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trakslator's preface. ix 

fidelity to the original, without ISfiug 
fight of its eiegailce and energy; 

Our readers will obferve, in the follow- 
ing pages, a deviation from the ufuai or- 
thography of Rufsian proper names; for 
inftance; Otchakofj inftead of what has 
been commonly written Oczakow; Kho-^ 
tyiniy Chocfim; Suvarof^ Suwarrow; Ba/- 
gakqfj Bulgakow; Romantzof^ Romanzow; 
JRfl^j^wmo/J^/, Razumowiki ; iJ/o/co, Mofcow; 
Kiefy Kiow; KrimeUy for Crimea, &c. 
In thefe alterations we have followed the. 
authority of two valuable works, — The 
Life of Catherine II. and The History 
of Rufsittj by the Rev. W. Tooke, who 
refided feveral years in that country, as 
Chaplain to the Englilh EmbaflTy. 



It^§d0tt, Marih 51, 1801. 
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THE 

AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 



li I STORY frequently prefents us with Img 
chafms, which are neoer completely filled up. 
Thefe epochs, neglected in the annals of nations, 
a7'€ thofe in which the dejiinies of a people 
have been committed to weak Princes, whofe 
mind, defiitute of charaBer, has not infpired 
the imagijiation of any painter. 

HifloriQns, /paring of their time and their 
labour, attach themfelves only to the names 
of celebrated Princes, whofe great virtues, or 
great crimes, offer a richer fubjeQ, an eafier 
tajk, and a more certain reputation to the au- 
thor, who participates their immortality, 

Neverthelefs, ages roll on, and pojierity 
feeks, with a pailful, and frequently with an 
ineffectual curiojity, to conned: the broken 
thread of Hijiory. It regrets that wife and 
tffeful writers have not left them any certain 
light, to enable them tofillup thefe long intef^als. 
2 hey, tjierefore, confult obfcure antient memoirs, 

diQated 
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diftated hy the pajjions; colleBiom of anec^ 
dotes J for the authenticity of which there is no 
voucher ; gazettes of the tiinesj from which 
hatredy fear^ or flattery have by tmms ba- 
nijhed truth: and the refult is, thai the 
Hijiory of NationSy ahvays incomplete^ pre- 
fents us only with an unjhapen mlvture of 
truth and error ^ of intereft and injignifi- 
cancCy of fublime injiruction and tedious 
compilation; whilji it ought to prefent only 
an ifeful and uninterrupted piQure (f the 
progrefs of the human mind, in barbarous 
ages, as well as in thqfe which are enlightenedy 
and thei epochs of the decline of nations as 
xcell as thqfe of their profperity. 

I knmv not whether I am decekedy but I think 
that Hijioryy hoeing for its end the injiruc- 
tion of the prefent and the future^ by the de- 
fcription of the pajiy is alfo ufefuly in retra- 
cing the faults or the weahiejfes of govern^ 
mentSy whqfe greatnefs has fallen into decay ; 
as well as in painting, with vivacity, thqfe 
rare and brilliant meteors, who caji a' lively 
btit Jhort luftre on their country. 

An author defiroiis to write the life of 
an individual zcould, doubtlefi, make choice 
of the mofl illaftrious; hut fwuld he pro- 
pofe to xiritc a. HiJlory^ no era mtglif to be 

neglcQed. 



Digitized by VtOOQI^ 



THE AUTHORS PREFACE* Xtti 

neglcBed. If energy prepares and direQs great 
events^ weaknefs gives rife to others equally im-' 
port ant, which involve^ dominate, anddejiroy;^ 
and TacituSy when he defcribes the in/iabiUty 
of Claudim, and its confequent troubles, in-- 
fpires as much intereji, as when he paints 
the gloomy and profound policy of Tiberius. 
I fee no difference in Jimilar piBures, but 
that of the names xvkich may be given them: 
thus, I would have written the Hi/iory of 
the Reign of Frederic the Great, and I 
will write that of the Reign of Frederic 
JVilliam II. Die former has, in our oyon times y 
left behind him a great name, whilji the 
latter has only occupied a great place* The 
frji has done great things, the fecond has 
been acceffary to great events. But both 
mufi excite our curiojity, Jince both hews 
had an influence on our dejiinies: the one by 
his genius, the other by his weaknefs. 

Frederic JVilliam, heir of the power, but 
not of the glory, of Frederic the Greats 
had received from his uncle all the know- 
ledge requifite for a throne; but he was 
dejiitute of talent to render it efficient. A 
foldier, bred in the greateji milita)y fchool, 
kut without genius f he t/oag^d xvar with method^ 

but 
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but mthout fuccefi, SmToundcd by able Mi- 
nijiersj poffeffing the plans of his predecef- 
foVy he difiiirbed all Europe by his projecis, 
exhaujied his country by his preparations^ 
terrified his enemies by his threats, and ajio- 
nijhed his friends by his verfatility. Incited 
by vanity, refirnined by indolence, enfiaved 
by fuperfiition, enervated by pleafures, he 
executed nothing zvhich he ivas deftrous of un- 
dertaking, finished nothing which he had be- 
gun-, and after having fiiccefsfively deceived 
and irritated every Power in Europe, at a 
time when all the pajjions were infiarhed to 
the higheji degree, Fate, who frequently de- 
lights in baffling the mofi profound political 
combinatians, produced, from his weaknefs, a, 
refult which ought only to have been the fruit 
of the mofi confummate ability. He enlarged 
his dominions, and died, leaving his kifigdoin 
lit peace in the centre of an embroiled world. 

Rufiia menacing the Ottoman Empi^^e with 
total deflruciion; Catherine II, in danger of 
being driven frwn her capital by Gufiavus ; 
Aujiria defeated by the Turks, threatened 
by the * Pri^ffiafis, alarmed by the troubles 
in Hungary, exhaujied by the revolt in Bra- 
bant; thC' Revolution of Holland, aiming at 

the 
1 
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fhe deJiruQion of the Stadtholder but compelled 
by the PruJJian arms to fuhmit to his yoke ; 
the efforts of Poland to attain independence^ 
the misfortunes and the total partition of that 
kingdom ; Uiftly, the explofion of the democrat 
tic fpirit of the French, the war of a people 
againji Kings, Nobles, and Priejis ; the cru- 
fade of Princes againji Liberty ; the invajion 
of France, the u7forefeen refjiance of the 
French, and their almoft fabulous conqueftsy 
at the moment when every thing portended the 
difmemberment and ruin of their country; 
fuch are the principal events of 'the epoch of 
which I have undertaken to write a fuccinB 
hijiory. 

Never were fo many prqjeSs conceived and 
abandoned; fo many brilliant hopes difap- 
pointed] fo many reputations ecUpfed. Never 
did the fanaticifm of Religion, and that of 
Liberty, kindle more flames, Jhcd more blood, 
or ifumolate more vi8ims. The conflagra- 
tion was fo much the more tenible, in pro- 
portion to the long duratio7i of the preced- 
ing calm. Every year alternately faw the 
Kings of Europe threaten Finance with the 
fate of Troy, and convulfed France deflroy the 
mofl formidable Thrones. Amidfl this general 
diforder, this imiverfal delirium, this fucceffion 

of 
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of bloody battles, of murderous JiegeSy of rapid 
conqu^s ; in the midji of this otoertkracb <f 
M ranks, of all principles^ of all Powers^ 
and in the crajh of all thofe broken feeptres, 
it will be fufficientljf Jingular to defcribe a 
Military Monarch j difguified with glory, re* 
pejing in profound peace among the volca)ios 
which furrounded him, yielding Up his en^ 
feebled imagination to the fantajlic illufions 
of the Illuminati, and fuff'ering himfelf to be 
led quietly to the tomb by the carejfes of Vo-* 
luptuoufncfs and the rereries of Stfperjiition. 
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bll^CE the deflruaian of the Rototn 
Empire by the Barbariaasi the Hifiory of 
Europe^ thouj^ ^boundiiig iti great mea^ 
tod in great events^ has exhibited a cha* 
i^pr of uni^rmityt ivhich renders it 
c0ld, and . by no means attraidUve. The! 
ferocity Of the earlieft poiods of this new 
epoch; the cruelty aad %n(sa&t fuperfti'^ 
tion of the firil conquerors; the total db^ 
VOL. u b lirion 
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livion of fentiments of liberty ; the ruin 
of the arts and fciences, of commerce, 
and of the bcltes lettres; the mdenefs of 
manners; the dulnefs and partiality of 
ancient chronicles, written in the cells 
of cloyfters; all contributed to render 
barren an J difgufting the labour neceflary 
to extra6t fome truths from this obfcure 
chaos. Csefar and Tacitus have faid, in a 
few lines, all that can be interefting re- 
fpeiftitig the manners of the ancient inha« 
bitants of Germany; and the hiflory of the 
Celts, which has employed twenty years 
refearch of its author, the learned Pe- 
loutier, does honour to his erudition^ 
without producing any other refult than 
a perfe6l indifference for the events of 
thofe remote times. 

The Celts, the Francs, the Huns, the 
Sclavonians, the Sarmatians, the Dacians, 
the (xbths, the Cimbrians, the Teutonics, 
the Oftrogbths, conftantly and fucce^ 
lively prefent us with the fame pic« 
tures. Simplicity of mannors, ignoraoce 
of thie rudeft arte, love p{ a iairage inde* 

peiideticff^ 
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pcndence, a paffion for war, fidelity to* 
wards their brethren in arms, detotion 
for their chiefs, rapidity in their invafions, 
ferocity in their vi<Slories, difcourageme&t 
and total difperfion after their defeats: no- 
thing elfe has been prefented during feveral 
ages by thofe barbarous hordes, who, fironn 
the frontiers of China, to the fliores of 
the Atlantic:?, following each other like 
the waves of the fea, have by turns in- 
Taded, ruined, and depopulated the fineit 
countries in the world. 

Some of thefe vidlorious nations were 
at length foftened and civilized by the 
vanquiihqd; but this civilization was fo 
flow and fo incomplete, that they have 
preferved, even to the prefent age, fomc 
traces of their origin, and of thdr 
ancient manners. The pre-eminence of 
the Clergy above all the other orders of 
the State recals to us the Welfli Druidft 
and the Celtic Pontiffs ; the ufagq of 
(ingle combats, the fuperiority ,of Mili^ 
tary employments t>¥er all other profef- 
fions, and even over the Civil Magiftracy, 
b 2 a perpetual 
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a ))erp^ual obfiacie oppofed to public vir- 
tuey prefervcs in the mid ft of mddern 
Europe traces of the manners of the Scy*- 
thtans and Qchnam. At leftgth the feu*^ 
dal fyftem^ which, during fuch a lenjgth 
of time, prevented King^ from beiiig 
|M»Werfiil, and the pebple from being 
ftee, left to the greateft part of civilised 
ii4tiom (Irong features of refemblance; t^ 
the HvMSy and thofe Tartars, the entire 
m<ddef of whom we find .igain^ among 
the KIrghifes in the Cuban, and among 
the Ofsi^ the Cabardiens and the. Avarii who 
preferve to this hour, under tlie fhelter of 
the rocks c^ Caucafus, or in the folitude 
df deferfcs, th* fame lawsy the fime cuf»- 
tomiy and the fame names, which have 
been recorded by the Hiftorians of Rome 
and Byzantium. 

It id to thb great revolution in the mind 
of tllitiam that we muft attribute the dif^ 
ference of the imprefsions which we re- 
ceive in reading ancient and modem hif- 
tory. Formerly, biHory was ail engaging 
drftma,; it has fince become a badren jout^ 

nal. 
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fiaL In Greece and in Italy, t^^ laM^ 
wbich regu&ted tlie iRights 4)if Qkimtti^ 
and fixed the limits of thei Autht)rity ^ 
Governments we|is tho iidt and the .cotii 
tinual ofc^6t of the public intereil } tlw 
love of country was the moft predbil)lbanl 
pail^n; and Military Glory, notwitliAtthd- 
ing its fplendour, never edipfed tke tit^ 
lents of the Orator and tiie Magtftrattt^ 
Public opinion was every thing; It im» 
mortalized the heroes, it deified the men 
who excelled in the ^rts, or who mqid^ 
any ufeful difcoveries ; and th^ htftodaft 
had continually to reprefent, not that 
which occupies a few men, but that 
which intereils the whole human race. 
He was animated by the great models ht 
had to defcribe, by the great paiisione 
which were inflamed by caufes always im^ 
portant, from their nature, and from tii«ir 
effe<fts. 

The folemnity of the feftivals, the ci* 

vifm of the games, the majefty of the af^ 

femblies, the importance of the difcuf. 

lions, the eloqiiience of the harangues, the 

b 3 diverfity 
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diverfity of the laws, the energetic ftrug-r 
gles of public fpirit againft the auda*» 
city of the amlHtious, mixed, in the narra- 
tives, a variety, and fprcad in them a 
magic, of which opr modern relations are 
totally deftitute, 

Long after the fall of the Roman 
Republic this intereft was Icfept alive, 
becaufc ancient forms and ancient manr 
ners are but (lowly effiiced. But there 
is no reader, who does not become fa^ 
tigued after he begins to perufe the an- 
nals of the Lower Empire* The greateft 
events, the moft bloody revolutions, the 
moft formidable invafions, the moft fu- 
rious religious contefts, produce in his 
mind only a chaos of images, which 
leave fcarcely any traces in his me- 
mciry; and if fome particular motive 
did not induce him tq renew this pain- 
ful talk of unprofitable inveftigation, he 
^ould, probably, remember only a few 
names; as thofe pf Conftantine, Julian, 
Theodore, Aleric, Genferic, Bellifarius, 
Narfes; ^n^ thpfq memorable cataf- 

^rpphe^ 
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trophes which temfy the mh^ by tlieir 
explofions, without ist^reitiog H ^y their 
details. : 

The infancy of thofe MonarcJjii^ whicl) 
^cceeded the Empire of jthe Greeks, an4 
that of the Romans, is e%ye]k>|^ in dill 
deeper Ihades, and imager more confiifed 
and more fanguinary* 

Scarcely do wediftipguifh the fplendour 
(if a few famous names ; as thofe of Clov^s^ 
of Charles Martel, of Charlemagne, of 
Othoy and of Alfred. The hiftorian finds, 
in thefe hideous times, nothing to defcribe 
but robberies, ufurpations, ailkfsinatiohs, 
excommunications, uniform invafions of 
power by the Nobility on the People, and 
by the Clergy on the Nobility and Kings. 
Voltaire bimfelf, notwithftanding the fer- 
tility of his imagination, has been ac* 
cufedy as a hiftorian, of inceifant repeti-* 
tions on thefe f ubje<5ls ; and abfurd envy 
would not perceive that it was to the 
model, and not to the painter, thatthi$ 
reproach of faftidious uniformity Ihould 
be addrefledf 

b ♦ Later 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



liater ^««S hiahre furhifhed fubjeae 
for foxStmberVtAttif^-^Ani poets rather than 
for hiftorians. The fpirit of chivalry^ 
the e^puUii(>p of the Moors from Spain, 
the feudal ciiitefts; the fury of the Cru- 
f&des, pr^HiftioeS new wars, gave place 
to iUiiftriotig feats of arms, imm€i'teiL?e4 
fome brilliant names ; but prolonged the 
lethargyiOf the Sciences, the toi'por of the 
^ Arts> and the nonentity of (Commerce and 
of Indiiftrf. 

At length knowedge again appeared ; 
printing was invented ; ^avery was miti- 
gated ; the third eftat0 began eyery wher© 
to refume a human exigence ; the power 
of Priefts was decreafed ; that of King^ 
extended; a more enlightened policy 
foftened the manners, reunited the di- 
vided people; it formed in Europe a ba- 
lance of power, which, without deftroying 
the fcQurge of the wars of Chriftianity, 
rendered theni lefs barbarous. Prowefs, 
though ftiil reckoned the firft of virtues, 
was not honoured alone. Juflice began 
to revive, the \^v(s became lef^ unintelH^ 
I gible^ 






gible, property was niore fife, agri- 
culture was Jefs abafed, the advahtagea 
pf corpmerce were perceived; Arts anfl 
Talents once more made thefr ap^ei^anc^,- 
for they are feerj to flotirifti in aH-placesf 
where they are honoured ;* and Philftu 
fophy might then interfperfe in hiftoi^ 
fome ufeful remarks, and fome irttirftffl- 
ing pages, with the barrep recitals of bat- 
tles^ (leges and treaties. 

Keverthelcfs, fuch was ftill the influence 
of ancient manners, that, even till this 
3ge, if we except the writings of 
Macl}iavel, and thbfe of two or three 
other modern authors, there have been 
compofed alone in England hiflorical 
works, in wliich the reader of every clafs 
iwlght find fome food for refleiftion, 
and fome refult ufeful to his condition. 
Every whene elfe is to be found only 
the uninterefting nomenclature of Princes ; 
the details of their genealogy, on which 
they founded their rights, and refted 
iJieir pretcnfions; the recital of their 

perpetual 
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perpetual waft ; extra^ of their treaties, 
generally as foon forgotten as concluded ; 
and fome revolutions of Dynafti^, which 
enfanguined the thrones, without ame« 
liorating the condition of the nations* 
In a word, every where is to be found 
the hiftory of a few men and families, 
^nd np where that of nations, of man- 
ners, and of laws* The Court and the 
Army were every thing; the reft of the 
human race were nothing ; and the fword 
might almoft alone ferve as the graver of 
hiftory, 

Thefe are the confiderations which have 
determined me to give here only a very 
hafty (ketch of the fuccefsive reigns of 
the Princes, who have governed Prufsia 
and Brandenburg until Frederic William II. 
The illuftrious reign of his predeceflbr has 
already been celebrated by pens worthy 
of it* ; and I will extra6t from the hif-» 
tory of this Prince only that which ^p-^ 

Mirabeau and Guibcrt, 

5 pears 
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pears to me indifpenfable, in ordet* (p* 
explain the internal 9nd e^cternal AtuattiMi- 
gi Prufila at the period in which fre^ 
deric Wiljiam fiicceeded him, and appear*^ 
ed in the lift of Kings during the flprmy 
age of revolutions. 

The inhabitants of Brandenburg, Prufewi^ 
and Pomerania^ remained longer barbar 
rous and idolatrous than all the otiier 
nations of Europe. They were' hnnteti 
and warriors, and never could the ROf* 
man arms penetrate far enough into the 
forefts of Germany to deprive them of 
their independence. But frequently nur 
merous fwarms of their turbulent youth 
carried ipamage and terror among the 
Gauls and into Italy; and whilft their 
warlike hordes laid wafte the fertile coun^ 
tries of the fopth, other favage tribes, 
ruflung from the north and the eaft, 
snade themfelves mafters of their country, 
and feized pi) their flocks. After a ihort, 
but obftinate refiftance, part of the van^ 
^uilfeed departed, fwprd in hand, to feek 

another 
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atk)tlMir country, and tfie reft incoi'po- 
pdrsited with the cbnqiieriiig ^eople^ 

Their rude woWhifi was ih^i <if Na- 
ture deified ; they had no other tem-^ 
lljus than forefts, !akej?j and mountains. 
Odin, Tuifton, Irmenful and Man, were 
theii^'' principal deities; aihong tliem 
paikdife was deftined to the bhive, and 
helito the coward ; and this belief was fuf-^ 
fiderrt a long time to preferve their \i^ 
beriy. 

-Having become Chrifttahs, . they were 
fuperftitious ; and, like all the nations of 
Europe, tributaries of Rome, In this 
Country were feen the fame abufes, the 
fame :|bfurdities, the fame outrages which 
had diftionourfed fo many reigns, and de- 
luged fo many countries with blood; 

Frantic Crufades, falfe miracles, accufa- 
tions of berefy and magic, the hofls 
exuding blood, images -fhedding tears, 
and animals refufing their food when of^ 
fered them by thofe who were excom- 
ipunicated; all the fables which cupi- 
dity 
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^ity and ambition could devife^ in ordcipr 
ifi protra6l ignorance, procure facrificea, 
and obtain obedience^ were a long tim^ 
received with refpe<Sl in thefe countries. 
A% lengtlif an inijindation of indulgences^ 
fold there, opened all eyes tp the Ma*> 
chiaveJian policy, of Ronie, and wrefted 
thofe oountries from the power of the 
Pope. They embraced the religion of 
Luther; fuperftition by degrees difap* 
peared ; iji 1708 they burned the laft for- 
cerer, and at this day the moil liberal tq* 
leraticm there prevails, 

John Cicero carried thither the fir(t ray 
of knowledgCii and founded the Univer<- 
fity of Frankfort. Joachim Neftor was 
the Leo* X. of Brandenburg, The great 
Ele^or, by reQeiving into his States 
the French Refugees, banifhed by Louis 
XIV.^ operated a great change in his coun-* 
try; different principles of education, a 
more extenfive commerce, a more adive 
induftry, formed there new men; and 
from that time a mixture of French and 
German manners took plaqe, which Hill 

fubfifts 
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fubfifts, arid gives to the inhabitatits 
of Prufsia, with the military fpirit and 
loyalty of the Germans, an urbanity, 
induftry, and a<5livity, not to be met 
with in other partsi of Germany. Till 
the time of Frederic I. all this country 
groaned under the anarchical tyranny 
of the feudal government. That Prince 
overcame all the petty tyrants; the States 
preferved an influence, which by de- 
grees they loft. George William, in 
1631, for the laft time, confulted them 
relative to a projected alliance with Swe- 
den. He fubftituted for them a Council, 
which attained, during his reign, a de- 
gree of authority, little differing from 
that of the Mayors of the Palace in France. 
Thfe great Ele(R:or divided this Council, 
arid gave to each of his Minifters parti- 
cular departments ; he eftabliflied two 
Counfcllors in every Province, to manage 
all its concerns. Frederic William com- 
pleted the eftablifliment of dcfpot,ifm; be 
farther reduced the power of the Coun-: 
cil and the Mini iters, and placed under 

the 
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thePrefidency of the Madhal of the Court 
the Confiftory charged w^th the' aflairs of 
religion. In 1724 there was efiablifhed ^ 
Grand Directory, divided into four depart*- 
ments, over each of which pre(ided a Mi- 
xiifter of State ; and in every province was 
formed aCollege of Juftice,and a College of 
Finance, fubje^l to the Minifters of thefe 
departments. The King, on the report 
of his Minifters^ decided and iigned every 
thing. No Court had a right to arreft, 
to relax, or to modify the execution of 
his will, which fuperfeded the law. 

The firft Electors had for their troops 
no more than a guard of a hundred men, 
and fome lanfquenets^j and, in cafe ojf 
war, Parriire-ban f. Thus, the fuccefs 
of war depended on chance, and the ca- 
price of a diforderly multitude, whofe un* 

* German foot foldiers. 

f JL*iim>r/.toif.— This military term is not tranf- 
latable ihto Englifh. It has its origin in the feudal 
fjrfteiti;. and means an aflembly of thofe of ftobie race, 
who held fie^ or who, not holding fieis, were con« 
voked by the King to fcrve him in time of war.— Tt-^ 

certain 
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certain a«ai;Ieft no payability of forming 
pny foM pllan^ George WiUiam raifed dn 
arfny of twenty-five tboirfand men, fup* 
ported by the fubfidies of the Emperor 
and of Hollsud. The great £le6lor had 
even thirty thoufand men in pay. He 
beflowed more attention on the cavalry 
than on the other troops* The fccond 
King of Prufsia iiicreafed bis army to 
leventy*two thoufand tnen; his fuccef*. 
for to two hundred thoufand ; and, from 
that period, Prufsia became one of the 
firft Powers in Eur6pe; for, in the political 
balancei every thing is decided by the 
jheaviefi fword^ and the molt numerous 
battalions. 

After having traced this flight outline 
of the manners, the worfhip, and the go- 
vernment of thefe countries, if we take a 
rapid view of the Princes who have go- 
verned them, it will be feen that their 
origin IS loft in the obfcurity of the 
times, which renders it the more illuf-- 
trious; for nobility is like tl;e mountain^ 
whofe magefty we admire only when their 

fummits 
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fiimmit is hidden iti the clouds. Some 
authors txace the Houfe of Hohenzollera 
from the Cpjlonnes, and others from Witi* 
kind. The firft perfon of that race, 
who is certainly known, was Tafsillon; 
he lived in the year 800. Hiftory 
records no more of them till the year 
1200, when there appears a Prince of 
that Houfe, named Conrade, Burgrave 
of Nuremberg. Thus, during four cen* 
luries, their genealogy has been preferved 
without blemifti^ but without aiiy far- 
ther celebrity. In 1352 Frederic IV. 
took up arms in favour of Louis of Ba-^ 
varia; he made f*rederic of Auftria pri- 
fofter; and he firft, gave rife to that 
rivality, which has fince occafioned fo 
many feuds between thofe two Houfes. 
In 1363 the Emperor, Charles IV., in 
his turn, imprifoned Frederic V. at the 
Diet of Nqremberg. By a lingular vicif- 
iitude of fortune, he left a prifon in or- 
der to be the Emperor's Lieutenant. In 
^408, Frederic VI. took poflefsion of the 
diftrift of Brandenburg, and, with the 
VOL. I. c afsiftance 
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afsiftance of the Duke of Pomerania, he 
fubjugated ali the petty Seigniors, who 
tyrannized over this country. One of 
them poflefled twenty^fourfortrefles, which 
were razed« All thefe fmall fortreflcs 
perpetuated, in thefe horrible times, 
the extortions of the Seigniors, the weak- 
nefs of the Princes, and the oppression 
of the countries. The Suevi, the Van- 
• . dais, the Henetes, the Saxons, and the 
Francs, had by turns inhabited, and go- 
verned the diftri6t of Brandenburg. 
The Houfe of Hohenzollern unjted under 
its power the wrecks of thefe diflferent 
peQpIe ; and time, by degrees, confounded 
their families, their laws, and their man- 
ners* 

Before the accefsion of the prefent fa- 
mily, nine dynafties reigned there fuccef- 
sively. Albert I'Ours ftrengthened his do- 
^ mination in 1 100, and was the firft VAe€toT. 
Tlie Teutonic Order for ,fome time pof- 
feilcd the new diltri<5V, and tl^e Duke of 
Pomerania governed the Ukraine. The 
Ele6torate was fcveral times bought and 

fold 
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fold by Ix)uis of Bavaria, by Sigifmunid, 
and by the Teutonic Order: fuch was the 
condition of men in thofe times, the ef- 
fe<6ls of the favage and chivalrous heroifm 
of which we are dcfired to regret* Towns^ 
and people were fold like flocks; their 
rights were forgotten; and their only por- 
tion was obedience and tribute. 

Frederic Iron-tooth gave alone, in the 
midft of thefe ages of ignorance and in^ 
fanity, a rare example of prudence and 
moderation; he refufed two kingdoms; 
Bohemia, which the Pope oflfered to him ; 
and Poland, to which he was invited by 
the Nobles. The firft of thefe prefects 
appeared to him not fufiiciently lawful; 
the fecond he confidered too dangerous^: 
he in prderence accepted Luiace, the in* 
habitants of which voluntarily fubjeded 
themielres to his government, and the 
jww diftri<^, which the Teutonic Order 
fold him. His poffefsions were lefs (plen- 
dtd, but more folid; and he gained in 
♦ranquillity what he ioft in luftre. In 
a4/TI^^ Was fucceeded by bis brother, 
•it c 2 Albert, 
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Albert, Margrave of Anfpach and Bareith ; 
who was at once a hero of biftory and of 
romance ; he gained eight battles, and bore 
away the prize in feventeen . tournaments. 
The Dukes of Bavaria and Burgundy were 
compelled to yield to his valour; and 
the ability with which he knew how to 
preferve by treaties what he had acquired 
by arms, procured him in peace the ap- 
pellation of Albert -Ulyfles, as during 
the war be had been named Albert- 
Achilles. John Cicero fucceeded him, 
and made an eventual treaty of fuccefsion 
with the Houfcs of Saxony and Hefle. 
From him arife the preteniions of Prufsia 
on Croifen and Ratibor, of which George 
was firipped by Ferdinand of Auftria, 
at the expence of 130,000 florins, which 
were never paid. John Cicero mierited his 
firname from his love for the fciences; 
he was alfo conciliatory and pacific. 
Joachim Neflor imitated his mod^ra-^* 
tion, and reigned in'pedce thirty->two 
years. Joachim II,, difguiied with iht 
ambition of the Court of Romi, ' and 

feeing 
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feeing Saxony inundated with indul-* 
gences, and plundered in order to enrich 
Cibo, (ifter of Leo X., took advantage of 
the people*s difpofition, and fliook off 
the yoke of the Pope. He embraced 
the tenets of Luther, acquired thereby 
feveral bifhoprics, and, at the fame time, 
had the wifdom not to take any part 
either in the union of Smalhaldeni of 
in the religious quarrels which were the 
nefult. He- built Spandaw ; . gave to his 
fecond fon the Bifliopric of Magdeburg; 
. and obtained from the King J of • Poland 
the right of fuccefsidn to the Duchy of 
Prufsia. This Duchy^ inhabited fuccefw 
jsively by the Sclavonians, the Aufsians, 
the> Venetes, and the Sarmatians, was 
ftill idolatrous in the year 1000* The 
Teutonic Kniglits carried ttither then- 
arms and their faith. The P(dles fooh 
took from them Dantzick, Thorn, and 
half of Prufsia, which they retained 
till the accefsion of John Sigifmutid. 
John George, and Joachim Frederic, 
lived without leading any traces of their 
c 3 reigns, 
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their reigiis, which gives us reafon to 
think they were mild, happy, and paci-r 
fie ; for the Princes who occupy the leaft 
place in hiftory ^re frequently thofe who 
merit the mod honourable one in the 
hearts of their fubje<Sls. 

John Sigifmund, in 1618, inherited 
Prufsia, and claimed alfo the poflefi- 
sion of Juliers, Cleves, Lamarck, Ra-. 
venfberg, and Ravenftein. The Houfe of 
Neuburg difputed this fuccefsion with him : 
it was fupported by Henry IV. King of 
France. The Dutch took the part of 
the EleAor. The Emperor wifhed to fci- 
quefter his dominions^ The Proteftants 
oppofed it. The Elector was as violent 
as ambitious; he maintained his preten^ 
fions with ardour, and broke up the nego- 
tiations, by giving one of his competi- 
tors a blow in the ^ce: he died, leaving 
the quarrel undecided, and jvar kin- 
dled. George AVilliam, who fuccceded 
him in 1610, and who lived till 1640, 
was on the point of lofing every thing 
which his prpdeceflbrs had acquired; and 

when 
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when he died, the raoft confummate po- 
licy could never have been able to forefee 
the luftre and the power of his fiiccef- 
ibrs: he governed without order, foi>ght 
without energy, and negotiated without 
ability; his reign was a feries of weaknefs 
and misfortunes, and during the whole 
thirty years war, his country was by turns 
the field of battle, and the prey of tlie 
Swedes and the Imperialifts^ 

But all obftacles yield to the exer- 
tions of true talent ; and difficult cincuij^- 
fiances, whicji cruih niediocrity, form and 
develope great men, and render > th^if 
triumphs more brilliant. Ffed^iic WiU 
liam, in 1640, afcendeid, not a throne, but 
its wreck. He difplayed tht gei^Sua of 
a great King, and the prudence of an 
Elector. By his wifdom he recovered hia 
dominion^, and by his valour efxtended fcheiJ* 
limits. Equally fuperior in mintife' de^ 
tails, and in affairs of importsnce, . iiis 
genius was always proportioned to titoe^' 
place, and circumftance. At an age when 
other^ learn to read, he learned to conquer. 
c4 The 
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The Prince pf Orange wa? his tutor, and 
foretold his glory. In his youth he gave 
fo many figns of fuperior merit, that the 
MiniAer Schwarzemberg kept him a long 
time removed from State aifatrg, fearing 
left his penetration fhould difcover and 
unmaAc his own mediocrity* Wlien we 
fearcb for Merit in Courts, we are fure 
to difcover it in the fears with which it 
infpires Folly. 

Frederic William was twenty years of 
age when he aflhmed the rein^ of govern- 
ment The greater part of hh poflefsions 
was in the hands of the Swedes ;: Cleves, 
in thofe€>f,the ^niftrds; Pmfsia exhi- 
bited onljt rum afld deferts. He ohtained 
al fitft, ]by ikilfttl^negotiations, ^pd fj»cri- 
ficea^f money, airucc with the S,^edes,and 
thfc reftitutiop of his invaded.§tat^s* Jij 
1S4^8> the treaty of Wcftpbalia depriyied 
bim oi part of Pomerania, b^j^aflurpd to ty^^ 
Magd^wrg, Hafcberrta#, Mii;M|e(i,:Caminj 
JicJaienftcin,. and Reicl^enfteifl. Afterwards' 
tib^ Swedes having pofl'^lfed thiemfelves of 
.. M. i: ' ..' = ,.' Prufsia, 
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ftufsla, he recovered it by fighting for 
Charles Guftavus againft Poland, and dtecid- 
ing by hiis prowefs the fuccefs of the battle 
of Warfaw. Some years after, he ' Wi* 
preflai the qmbition of the Swedes, by 
forming an alliance againft them with 
Poland and Denmark ; and by that war he 
acquired Eibing, and more extended fron* 
tiers. The peace of Oliva fecured his con- 
quefts, and fixed the balance of the Nor* 
thern Powers. 

The great Elector added ftill more to 
his jreputation, byfucoouring the Emperor 
againft the Turks, who threatened Auftria 
and Poland with total deftrudtion. He 
afterwards afsiftcd Holland againft Prance; 
and in that, memorable war, a rival wor- 
thy of Turenne, he had the glory of 
favingthat illuftrious enemy, by informing 
bim of a plot formed againft hi^ life. The 
peace of Woflen, which had but the dura- 
tion of a truqe, gained him the reftitu- 
tion of Cleves. Waribon recommenced: 
he fought againft France; and entered 
Alface at the head of the Imperialifts. 
. 5 • But 
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But ^hilft he was carrying hi& arriis to 
fuch a diftance, the Swedes, taking ad- 
rantage of his abfence, invaded bis doaii- 
iik)ns. The Ele<?tor flew to their defence 
with the rapidity of lightnings and won 
the battle of Ferbellin. A freiJi invaCon 
of the fame enoniics was attended with no 
better fuccefs ; and thofe Swedes, fo tierce, 
whofe very name^ at that time, terrified 
the Empire, were defeated, difperfed, and 
put to fliglit by Frederic William. His 
cxtraoi-dinary activity baffled all their de- 
ilgns, checked their courage, and,, to 
i\{e the words of the Great Frederic, 
** they entered Prufsia like Rbmans, and 
" efcaped from it like Tartai-s/' Louis 
XIV,, relieved from his eneiiiies, and 
abufing his power, at length compelled 
the Great Elc(?ior, by the peace of^St. 
Germain, to rclVore Pomeranja to Swe-^ 
den. But whilil. he yielded with pru-» 
dence, he treated with dignity, and re- 
tained Camin, as well as a part of bis 
conquests. 

\ , What 






what appears fcarccly conceivable is, 
that, in the midft of all thefe troubles, thfe 
Prince fotind- the means of retrieving liis 
finances; and the order w^hich he efta- 
bliihed was fo judicious, that the Bank 
nevlsr once fufpended its payments, even 
jJuring the invafion of the Swedes. As 
Ire never took up anus but in fupport of 
juft u^'ars, he always preferved the confi- 
dence of his allies, and the eft^m of his 
tnemies ; and feveral powers made choice 
of him as an arbitrator in their quarrels. 
Loiiis XIV., Croniwell, and he, conferred a 
luftre on the age in which they lived. But 
whilft he equalled the others iri glory, he 
had ncv^r to reproach himfelf either with 
th6 ambition of the Monarch or the 
crimes (>f the troteftor. He re-united 
Msdiffierfed paflefsions, reftored peac^ to 
his country, prom6ted the arts, and efta- 
bliihed juftice; and wifefy profiting from 
tfe^ errors of Defpoliim and Superftition-, 
h^ bolleaed together the Fr«ich Refu- 
ge^^^ and, by their means, di«\ifed know^ 
' ^ "^ • ; ''■'[ / ' ■-. 'ledge 
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ledge and induftry throughout his domi- 
ivons. 

Frederic I. fucceeded to the great 
Eledor, in 1690. He had, dur-ng bis 
whole life, entertained no other aim but 
that of becon>ing a King, and wearing a 
crown which his predeceflpr had merited. 
He harraffed every Court by his iqtrigues;} 
and, as it happens with thofe who have 
but one point in vie\y, he triumphed by 
his perfeverance over all obftacles, and 
obtained, by the power o£ the rival 
powers, that fceptre, whidi wa^ the fole 
object of his defires.. Ever ready to facri- 
fice tlie fubftaftce forthe ihadow, Ije re- 
ceived from tl^e Em|>ei;^ Jofeph J. th<? 
title of King, by giving ,up .the fufefidies 
l>e received fiomhim,^fl<l by yndertajiing 
^0 maintain, for his fervic;e»^igh^]thpirfan/[| 
men at his own ei^pence. , r 

This new King , qoufliantly ;maq3gcd 
IPetertb^ Great, Cli^rjes* XII., aivJ Jofe^ph^ 
alwAysfubpiitting;to^the fifcr^iigpft withoj^lt 
iofulting Ujfe weaKi^ff^-lpiy t|iis circuw- 
fpedtion he preferved peace; but he fold 
> . his 
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his troc^ alternately, to England and to 
Holland. Never did there appear lefs 
dignitjr, and nlore vanity* He was grest 
in little matters, and little in great mat- 
ters. England wiihed to fend eight tbou-* 
fand Prufsians to light her battles in 
Italy. Erederic had already refufed this 
fuccour. The Duke of Marlborough, 
v^^ho knew his weaknefs, obtained thefe 
eight thoufand auxiliaries, by flattering 
his pride, and humbly prefenting him^ 
the napkin and ewen Avarice alfo fre- 
quently influenced his policy. He was 
defirous of withdrawing his troops from 
the coalition; they made him a pre- 
fent of a fine diamond, and he left iii 
Holland fifteen thoufand men, who pe- 
rifhed there. Such was the firft King of 
Prufsia, who appeared to be fo much 
more in tlie rank of mediocrity, becaufe 
Fate had placed him between two fuperior 
men, tiiat fplendidly filled the throne be-» 
fore and after him. Fredpric AVilliam, his 
fon, fucceeded him in 1713. 

He 
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He found Europe tranquil : the peace 
of Utrecht had produced a calm after fo 
many ftorms* The Great Frederic feys in 
his Memoirs, that a mere pleafantry be- 
tween two Engliihmen contributed to the 
creation of a military power, which, fome 
time after, condu6led Frederic the Great 
to ' the height of glory, arid entirely 
changed the fyftem .of European policy. 
Thefc two Engliihmen had wagered, that 
the King of Prufsia never could conftantly 
maintain more than fifteen thoufand re- 
gular troops. Frederic William was heir 
to all the vanity of his father, but with it 
he pofiefled more energy* Piqued at the 
infulting doubt of thefe Britons, he de- 
termined to facirifice every thing in order 
to have a powerful army; and, in fa6i:, 
after having increafed his revenues by his 
intelled:, and leflened his expences by his 
reforms, and by the inflexible feverity 
in his adminiftration, he found himfelf 
enabled to pay an army of feventy thou- 
fand men. This army, enabled him to 
wage a /uccefsful war againft Charles 

1 xir.. 
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XII., who, by the treaty of Stockholm, 
ceded to him a part' of Pomerania. He 
afterwards, but unfucefsfuUy, made war 
with the Emperor againft France; and, 
with his fon, fought in the laft canl- 
paign of Prince Eugene. More a nego- 
tiator than a warrior, he figned nearly 
forty treaties, of fo little importance, 
that they are not worth the trouble of 
mentioning. His adminiftration was pa- 
cific externally, fevere internally. He 
protected commerce, and added to the 
improvement and population of his king- 
dom, by eftablifliing in it numerous co- 
lonies of Swifs, and of the inhabitants of 
different countries. We may form a juft 
idea of his obduracy, in recollecting that 
for a flight fault he fent his fon to prifon, 
and compelled him to be prefent at the 
punilhment of his friend. 

This fon, the Great Frederic, has drawn* 
the portrait of that cruel father. It merits 
to be prefervcd as a monument of talent, 
of concifenefs, and of modefty. It is as 
follows:— 

" The 
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" The King's policy was always infepa^ 
** rablfe from his juftice^ Lefs employed 
•* in extending than in prefervliig what 
" he poflefled; always armed for his own. 
" defence, and never for the diftrefs 
^ of Europe; he, on all occaiions, pre- 
" ferred the ufeful to the agreeable ; build- 
" ing profufely for his fubje6ls, and never 
" expending, the fmalleft fum for his 
^ own accommodation. Cautious in hia 
" engagements, true to his promifes,auftere 
" in his manners, rigorous over thofe of 
others, a ftri6t obferver of military dif- 
cipline, governing his State by the Tame 
" laws as his army; he had fo good an 
" opinion of human nature, that he af- 
'* ferted that all his fubjedls were as ac- 
^* curate as himfclf. Frederic William left,- 
". at his deatji, fixty-fix thoufand men, 
'' whom he maintained by his economy, 
♦* his finances augmented, the public 
" treafury filled, and a furprifing order 
*' in all his aflairs. If it be true, tliajl^ 
** we ^re indebted for the Ihade of the 
" oak which covers us to the virtue of 

" the 
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** the acorn which produced it, all the 

** world will agree, that there is to be 

^* found in the laborious life of this Prince, 

** and in the meafures which his wif- 

** dom adopted, the principles of the 

** profperity enjoyed by the Royal Houfe 

^* fince his death/' 



VOL. I. d THE 



... ^rUD iti:»or>fi\ 



y<i^ 



"^ 



)initi7PdhvGooQle 



CONTENTS. 

tieteb of the Life cf Frederic the Great Page 1 

CHAP. I, 
Figure of the Political Situation of Europe » at the efoch in 
which Frederic William II. afcended the Throne of Pruffia» 
1786 13 

CHAP. II. 

IJopes infpired hy the AcceJ/ion of Frederic William I L — Hit 
Educatiott.'-^His Chara^er.'^His Military Conduct, — His 
frft Operations. — His fir ft Error s.-^FiSwre of his Court .-^ 
His Adminiftration. — Portraits of his Counfellors and of hu 
Minifters.^T'Total Change in the Adminiftration ofPruffta.-^^ 
^ftitution made to the Duke of Mecklenhwrg.'^^onfblidation 
of the German league • 2 1 

CHAP. III. 

Formation of a Camp of Eighty Thoufand Aujirians in Bohe- 
ptia in IJ^J .^ProjeSis of Catherine againft Cturland,^^ 
Her Declarations on the Affairs of Dantzack.'''^onclu/ion of 
a Treaty of Commerce betwixt France and Ruffia^^^Bf each 
of tbqt hftwixt Rujpa and England.- — Journey of Catherine 
to the Krimea, — Interme'w with the King of Poland,^-' 

- Journey of Jofeph //. to the Kritnea.^^Annament of the 
Turks and RuJJians,~^Grie'vances of thofe t^wo Empires,*^ 
JJmafinefs which this Journey occafioned in Europe, — Eng" 
land and Prujfia adwfe the Turks to go to War, '^France 
naifl>es to perjitade them to Peace. ^^Declaration of War hy 
^he Turks. — Troubles in Brabajit.-^—Affembly of the Notables 
in France*'^Ferpientaiion in Poland, ^Affairs of Holland. 

44 

Revolutiqn 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



lii CONTENTS 

CHAP. IV. 

Revolution of Holland 64 

Memoir $n the Revolution o/HoHana, fy Citizen Caillixrd, for^ 

nierfy Charge tP Affaires at Peierjburgb, at the Hague, and 

French Minifter at Berlin 99 

APPENDIX. 

Letter from Count de Saint-Pri^, the French Amhaffador, ta 

the Marquis de la Fayette 435 

MdiSi rej^e5ling Religion 437 

Edia of Cenforjhip 45 1 



ERRATA. 

Page 7 line 9 for gallantry, read gallajjtries. 

1% — II after Europe, /7^ at the epoch. 

15 — 3 for its, /Vdi/ her. 

27 — II for individuals, rw// invalids. 

33 — 17 for beniiicient, re^i/ benefi(:ent, 

45 — lo for rights, re^ duties. 

74 — 18 for cant, read court. 

76 — 22 for he might, read it ihould. 

loi — 18 for did not regard, read regarded only. 

107 — I for William y.y read William HI. 

145 — 24 for at a fort a, read 3. full. 

150 — 14 for Heibert, r#a^ Uertzberg. 

163 — i<j forvvhilft waiting, read in the mean time. 

164 — 21 for in place of the aifemblies, read at thei^ place 

of meeting. 
195 — 27 forthefe, read this. 
*33 — 7 for itfelf, read herfelf. 
258 — 8 for ihefe, read thus. 
416 — 14 for nomination, read commotion. 
iif. — 16 dele in. 



SKETCH 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SKETCH 



LIFE 



FREDERIC THE GREAT. 



JVLeN generally poflefs defedls and virtues 
the reverfe of thofe of their fathers. The pa- 
rent of Frederic was named the Serjeant King. 
He was trifling, cruel, and detefted letters. 
His fon was literary, a philofopher, humane, 
and at all times unfolded a policy as extenfive 
as his genius. The enemy of all rcftraint, he 
wiflied in his youth to efcape and make the 
tour of Europe; he was put in prifon at Cuftrin, 
and obliged to be prefent at the punifliment of 
his friend Katt, who had advifed him to travel. 
^ Frederic (hed no tears j but the fruit of his 
' meditation, during the puni(hment, was the de^ 
termination never to imitate the cruelty of 
which he was the vidtim^ and never did he for- 
get this bloody leflpn. He was fond of plea- 
voJL, I. B fures 
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furcs becaufe they were forbidden him, and be- 
caufe he had no bufinefs. His reign was ex- 
pesfled to be an effeminate one^ but when at 
the age of twenty- nine he became king, he for- 
got his pleafures, thought of nothing but glory, 
and no longer employed hinifelf but in atten* 
tion to his finances, his army, his policy; and 
his laws. His provinces were fcattered, his re- 
fources weak, his power precarious ; his army 
of feventy thoufand foldiers was more remarka- 
ble for handfomenefe of the men, and the ele- 
gance of their appearance, than for their difci- 
pline. He augmented it, inftrufted it, exgrcifed 
it, and fortune began to open the field of glory 
to him at the moment he was fully prepared to 
enjoy her fa\x)urs. Charles XII. was dead, and 
his flat ion filled by a king without authority. 
Ruflia, deprived of Peter the Great, who had 
only rough-hewn her civilization, languished 
•under the feeble government of the Empreig^ 
Anne, and of a cruel and ignorant minifler. 
Auguflus III. King of Polimd and Eledor of 
Saxony, a Prince devoid of chamfter, could not 
infpire him with any dread. Louis XV. a weak - 
and peaceable king, was goVerned by Cardinal 
Fleuri, who loved peacfe, but always by his 
wAknefs fufFered himfelf to be drawn into war. 
He prefented to Frederic rather a fupport than 

an 
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lih obftacle, "f he cotirt of France had ifpoufed 
the caufe of Charles VIL againft Francis I. 
IVlaria Thertfa, wife of Francis, and Queen of 
Hungary^ faw hetfelf threatened by England^ 
Holknd, and France; and whilft fhe had but 
little reafon to hope the prefervation of her here- 
ditary dominionSi that arrogant princefs wlfhed 
to place her hufband on the Imperii Throne. 
*rhis quarrel kindled the flames of war in 
Europe ; the genius of Frederic faw by a fi.ngle 
glance that the moment was arrived for elevat- 
ing Pruflla to' the fecond order of powers; he 
rnade an t>fFer to Maria Therefa to defend hef^ 
if (h^ would cede Silefia to him, and threatened 
het with war in cafe of refufal. The Emprefs, 
ivhbfe firinnefs hothiilg could (hake, impoliticly 
refufed that propofition; war was declared, and 
Frederic entered Silefia at the head of eighty 
tboufand men. This firft war lafted eighteen 
niontbs. Frederic, by gaining five battles^ 
(hewed thiat Europe would recognize one great 
inah more in her bloody annals; Hfc had .begun 
the war from ambition* and contrary to ftri^ 
j-ufticej he concluded it with ability, btjt by 
the abandonment of France his ally, without 
giving her infoitnation of it, and he thus put in 
J>ra<aice, when he was feated on the throne, the 
principles of Machiavel, whom he. had refuted 

B a befor* 
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before he afcended it. Men judge according 
to the event. The hero was abfolved by vic- 
tory from the wrongs with which juftice re- 
proached him; and this brilliant example ferves 
to confirm men in that error, too generally and 
too lightly adopted, that ability in politics is 
incompatible with the ftrift rule of morality. 

Four years after, in 1741^ Frederic again 
took up arms. He invaded Bohemia, Upper 
Silefia, and Moravia. Vienna thought him at 
her gates ; but the defedion of the Bavarians, 
the retreat of the French, and the return of 
Prince Charles into Bohemia, rapidly changed 
the face of affairs. The pofition of Frederic 
became as dangerous as it had been menacing; 
he was on the point of being loft, and he faw 
himfelf compelled to retire with as much preci- 
pitation, as he had advanced with boldnefs. 
The gaining the battle of Hohen-Friedberg 
faved him. That retreat and that viftory fixed 
the feal to his reputation. It was after this 
adion that he wrote to Louis XV. " I have 
** juft difcharged in Silefia the bill of exchange 
** which your majefty drew on nie at Fontenoy,** 
A letter Co much the more modeft, as Frederic 
had conquered, and Louis had only been wit- 
nefs to a vidory. He difplayed the fame ge- 
nius and the fame adivity in the campaign of 

i745» 
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1745, and once more abandoned France in 
making his feparate peace at Drefden, By this 
treaty Francis was peaceably affured of the em* 
pire, and the ceffion of Sileiia was confirmed to 
Frederic, France during this war committed 
ibme wrongs, which might palliate the abandon- 
ment of Pruffia- The French did not keep 
Prince Charles within bounds, they made no 
diverfion into Germany, ^and fought no where 
but in Flanders, Frederic wrote to the Eng- 
lifh ambaflador : ** The/e are my conditions. I 
will rather per\/h mlh my whole army than 
relax a tittle ofthtm; and if the emprefs does 
mot accept thern^ I will raife my pretenfionsy 
To the Ruffian ambafTador he returned for 
anfwer: ^^ I have nothing to do with the King 
efPolandy but to chafiife him bi his electorate^ 
and make himjign an act of repentance in his 
capital.'' He faid to Marthal Belle-Ifle, on 
learning from him that he had abandoned 
France: " Monfieur Marlhall, think of yourfelfj 
" I have gained my point, and I make peace." 
*l8y thcfe traits we fee the energy and the concife- 
nefs of his policy, and how much it differed 
from the diffufe langu^e of diplomacy, the in- 
trigues of which it baffled. 

Frederic, in time of peace, was a flranger 
both to pomp and to effeminacy ^ fludy was 

B 3 the 
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the rdaxation of his labours; his bow was al- 
ways bent, and he employed the interval of bat- 
tles only to (harpen his arips; it is true, his 
fltuation compelled him to it. Security cannot 
accompany a reign fignalized by* ambition and 
begun by invafions. He rendered bis hours of 
Tepofe illuftrious by his literary productions. 
The Memoirs of Brandenburg, and hife poetical . 
works, give to this warrior prince a rank fuffici- 
ently diftinguiflied, not as ^n elegant writer, 
but as a philofopher ; and if the negligence of 
his ftyle is frequently perceptible, the depth of 
his thoughts is alvyays to be admired. 

In 1756, Europe was again in a flame^ 
France and England declared war agalnft each 
other, and both fought alliances i Frederic 
langed himfelf on the fide of England, and by 
that became the obje(ft of the unrefleftingven-! 
geance of the French, and of the alliance of 
that power with Auftria; Auftria alfo fbni^ 
an alliance with the Court of Pcteriburg 
by rheans of a Saxon fecretary; Frederic dif- 
covered the project of the Courts cf Peteribuigi 
Drefden, and Vienna, to invade the^Pruffiaa 
dominioAs, He was befofehiand with them^ 
and began the war by fome conquefts. Accufed 
pf aggreffion by every body, tlie whole world 
would have condemned his raihnefs, and would 

have 
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have taxed him with pBrftdy had he been van* 
^liifhedi it admired his forefight and Im policy, 
becaaie bejo^as a conqiieror. Ho (irft feized on 
Saxony, beat the, Aifftfians twice, and was in 
hi3 turn beaten at KoDen, near Prague, which 
had 'made more refiftance than he expeded. 

Hi« concfucft of Silefia, his antecedent inva* 
Son of Saxony, his treaty with England, and 
his epigrams on th^ gallantty of the Emprefe 
^Hzabeth, had infpired his four enemies with 
the defire of overturning his throne. But in 
this crifis, which expofed him to the greateft 
danger, his genius refifted that weighty mafs of 
enemies, and his fortune deceived all political 
calculations. 

When the Eledor of Brandenburg made war 
cai France, Louis the XIV. did not perceive 
that he had 4nB enemy more; and a few years 
nfter, the chief of the fame electorate made head 
alone with almoft all Europe armed againft him, 
fb much does one man change the deftiny and 
the ftmngth of nations. 

Fjederic beaten, was compelled to evacuate 
Bohemia. A corps of Auftrians, comnunded by 
Haddik, penetrated even to Berlin. Eighty 
thoufeod French, pufliing their vidorics into 
Hanover, obliged the army of the Duke of 
Cumberland to capitulate at Clofter Seven. 
B 4 Every 
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Evciy-thing'fcemied to render the deftra<^ion of 
the King of Pruflia inevitable. He was under 
the Ban of the empire. Forty thoufiujd French^ 
joined to the army of the Circles, were advancing 
into Saxony in order to execute this decree. 
Frederic, with the ability, the courage ami ac- 
tivity of Csefar, beat the Froich at Rofbach, 
put them to the route, and without beii^ in« 
toxicated by viAory, though he had never been 
daunted by the danger, he flew into Sikfia, 
beat the Auftrians at Leuthen, retook Breilaw, 
Leignitz, and Schweidnitz, and took or killed 
forty-five thoufand Auflxians in this fingle cam- 
paign. 

In 1758, he penetrated into Moravia, and 
befieged Olmutz j but he was obliged to retire, 
and return to the defence of his dominions againft 
the Ruffians, whom he defeated at JorndorfFj but 
who that day killed him twelve tboufand men; 
the remainder of that war was to him an alter- 
nate feries of bloody triumphs and extreme 
dangers. The Ruffians, conquerors at Zulikaw 
and at Cuftrin, poflefled themfelves of Berlin; 
the Auftrians of Drefden. The King of Pruffia 
difcovercd as much wifdom in defenfive war as 
he had difplayed boldnefe in his invafions ; and 
the Duke of Brunfwick, then hereditary prince, 
in aiTociating himfelf with his dangers, acquired 

during 
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dunsg that campjugn a reputation^ of which 
the faults he comQutted, whe^ be made war tm. 
Fraace at the head of the coalition, have mot 
been able to dejMrive him. 

In 1 76 1 and 176^, the dangers of Frederic 
were increafed by the attack of the Swedes. 
He law himfelf furrounded at Lignitz by four 
armies > he ^ceived three of them and deftroyed 
the fourth. The vi&oiy of Torgaw was by no 
moms decifive, but ^ve the king time to 
bxtathe. After that, whilft defending Silefia, 
and confiding to his brother Henry the defence 
of Saxony, he (aw himfelf again furrounded, 
Ic^ Schweidnitz, and during the winter ap- 
peared abnoft iinkifig under the misfortunes 
which overwhelmed him; he carried poifon 
about him, and then bitterly felt how very 
dearly ambition made him pay for her favours, 
and what are the dangers which an unjull and 
conquering polby draws after it. 

The death of Elizabeth at Jength delivered 
him-from a part of his dangers. Peter III. had 
conceived an cnthufiafm for. the King of PrulBa, 
which afterwards cod him his life and his em- 
pire; he made peace with Frederic, and thereby 
broke all the plans of the allies. The winter 
following the peace with Auftria was concluded, 
and Frederic did not lofe by it a (ingle village. , 
5 Conqueror 






iC SKETCH OF tHK Xll^E OF 

Cdnqueror of the half of Ewope, this peace 
completed his glory and confolidated'his power. 
Hn tranquillity was never afiMfrward^ difhiii>ed 
but by the flight ftonh of 1778, Jofeph U. 
whhed to poffefs himfelf of Bavaria; Frntwrc 
was neither fo imprudent to fecond him in tbis 
eoterprife, nor had the courage to oppofe it* 
Frederic, fcconded by Catherine, ftoppcdhim 
in his progrefs, and the peace^^of Tefcben catifed^ 
the King of Pruflia to be looked on as the 
ilrongeii rampart that the empire could, oppofe 
to the ambition of the Emperor. 

Thcdivifion of Poland, attributed to the po- 
licy of Frederic, was abiblutdy the .work, ^of 
Catherine 11. who made the firfL overtuce of 
this projeft to prince Henry. The- King cS 
Pruffia feized with avidity this opportunity of 
extending his power; morality condemns, and 
diplomacy excufes him. In 1 7*5, Jofeph, who 
had not been able to conquer Bavaria by arms^ 
was defirbus of obtaining it by negociation. J-Ie 
made an offer to the eleftor to exchange it for 
the Low Coimtrics. The Emprefs of Raffia, 
faithful to an ally who had abandoned to her 
the Ottoman empire, fcconded his endeavours, 
and wilhed by terrifying the Duke, des Deux* 
Fonts to extort his confcnt to tliis excliange* 
Frederic, fenfible how formidable this con* 
I . . centratioA 
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c^ritration of forces ^ndtbla i^undilig of ^^dfef- 
fions would make' ' the AuffFian, ft)\iRa*d '«* 
alarm, and raiifed th« ftandard^f AeGermifite , 
league. This opckMii^ wfekfe iftad* htm, itf 
fea, the chief of the empire jWkole Ubcrty was 
threatened by the eteperor, was ihe laft aft of 
this gloriovts reign; He died a peaceful philo- 
fopher, after having Irred a xV^^like prince, and 
left to his fucceflbr a confelidatcd poVver, a foN 
midable army, able general, a treafure fo filled 
;^s to make three campaigns without taxes; but 
he left him at the fame time a moft difficult 
prt to fuftain: to fuch heroes there are fucccf- 
fors, but feldom equals, 

Frederic, feared by his enemies and by his 
pfficers, was beloved by his foldiers and by thi 
people. A' ikilful defpot, his arbitrary power 
was direfted by juftice. No one knew better 
how to form .and encourage talents', of which ht 
was neverthelefs jealous. An enemy of pomp; 
his taxes appeared lefs infupportable, bccaufe 
they were always employed to increafe the glory 
^nd the territory of Pruffia, to augment its po- 
pulation, and to recompenfe ufeful fervices* 
Near to him, intrigue was deftitute of force, 
and merit of fear. He has been reproached 
with having adulterated the money of the coun- 
try, and incommoded copimerce by impolitic 
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j^:3pj^tions:.the ciifis of the war pleaded hu 
par4on for the firft wrong; the fecond, proves 
that no man can; ever unite in himfelf all the 
qualities of a llatefhian. Frederic was quite 
as confined in all. his ideas on commerce, as he 
was expanded in thoie on policy and on war. 
The code which he publilhed cannot affign him 
a diftinguiflied rank amongft celebrated legifla- 
tors. But experience has only too often proved^ 
how much more wife it is for the happinefs of 
nations to ameml their old laws, than to give 
them new ones. Frederic, as a philofopher, as 
a warrior, and as a politician, Ihed a luftre on 
his country, eclipfed his rivals, and would de- 
ferve, perhaps, that his name (hould be given 
to the CENTaRY, that was witnefs to his birth, 
his reign, and his death. 



HISTORY 



f 



-'3«**fcJ="-*^ 



g 



4 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



>3 
HISTORY 

OF THB 

PRINCIPAL EVENTS 
OF THE REIGN 

OF 

FREDERIC WILLIAM II. 

KING OF PRUSSIA ; 

AND 

A POLITICAL PICTURE OF EUROPE. 



CHAP. I. 



PiSurt ^ the P^Uticul Situation of Europe, in which Frtdtric 
William II. afcendedthe Throne cfPruffia, 1786. 

JN EVER was Europe more tranquil than 
at the time when Frederic William IL took 
into a weak hand the reins of that govern- 
ment which his uncle had fo vigoroufly held> 
and (haken with fo much fplendour. The Em- 
peror, difcouraged, had renounced the idea of 
reconquering Silelia, and had been obliged to 
adjourn his projedts on Bavaria. Polan4 was 
religned to the (hameful lofies (he had fuf- 

fered. 
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fcred, and dared not breathe the refentment 
(he retained of them» Fraoce, governed by i 
peaceable naonarchj and proud of having taken 
away thirteen provinces from Great Britain^ 
was guarintced from all dread of attack by 
her alliance with the Audrians and the Spa- 
niards, and enjoyed in effettiinacy and the 
careleffnefs of a deceitful fplendour, an ap- 
parent pTofperity, which could not fail foon 
to difappear, from the diforder of her finances^ 
and the weaknefs of her monarch. — England, 
wearied by a five years war> and humiliated by 
the lofs of her colonies, waited an opportunity to 
avenge Lerfelf, and lilently prepared to regain 
in India, what (be bad loft in America. 

Ruffia, checked in her ambitious projefts, 
fufpended their execution. Befides Catherine 11. 
had fuiEciently aggrandi2ed her dominions by 
the j&rfi: partition of Poland, and by the Inva^ 
Con of the Krimea- Italy was far from dread- 
ing the difafters which threatened her, and 
during aiong time had fcarcely been beard from 
afer, in this voluptuous country^ the noife of 
the ftorms which had agitated the reft of Eu- 
rope. The able policy of Venice, concentrated 
within her narrow territory, was employed 
only in maintaining the undifputed authority of 
her tyiannical and fpfpicious ienat€> jMaJeftic . 

Genoa 
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Genoa fi^ppofrted Ac pride of her nobHky bf the 
wes^h of tier induftrious merchants ; and the 
protedion of Fraiice phced both thefe Repub- 
lics out of th^ reach of all apprehenlions. 
The King of Sardinia, whofe anceftors had 
been at fo much trouble in maintaining their 
exiftefice, when Auftria and France made war 
oh each other, had no longer occafion to em- 
ploy that artful policy, which had fo often 
obliged them to change fides. The alliance of 
the Courts of Verfailles and Vienna would en- 
fure their tranquility. The government of 
Napleis drowfily reclined on the bofom of vo- 
luptuoufnefs, and beheld 'without anxiety the 
diminution of her agriculture, the decay of 
her tommerce^ the diforganization of her 
' tmops, the annihilation of her marine, and the 
corruption of her fubjefts. Leopold, Duke of 
Tiafcatiy, bated by the nobles, beloved by the 
Jpei^pte^ and efteemed by the learned, was pre- 
|)aring, by conftitutiiig the happinefs of a fmall 
ftate, to govern a great empire witii wifdora. 
Tht capital of the chriftiaii world, now become 
that of the mod fcandalous vices, flione no longer 
but by the kiftre of her name ; the travcUex; 
parched no^nbre there, except for old monu- 
ments and gtund recolleftions : the tribute of 
c^ulity almoft every where ceafed to nourifli 
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her power : no crown dreaded the tiara ; the feet 
of the Popes were ftill kiffed, but tteir hands 
no more dared hurl the thunderbolt. 

Even the Portuguefe and the Spaniardl^t 
though ftill receiving the bulls of Rome wiih 
refped:, no longer fubmitted their politics to 
the orders of the head of the church i and the 
fucceflbr of St. Peter, though ftill placed at the 
head of Princes, had ceafed to be among the 
number of the influencing powers of Europe^ 

Portugal had rendered herfelf tributary and 
dependent on England j and vainly confoled 
herfelf for her poverty, by the beauty of her 
climate, and the fecurity which the weaknels 
of her neighbours allowed her to enjoy. 

Switzerland, in her happy wifdom, was far 
from forefeeing that free-men would come, and 
ftain the temple of liberty with blood. Den- 
mark, governed by a wife minifter, profited by 
a peace which at all events he was determined 
to preferve by a prudent neutrality, in order to 
extend its commerce, and augment its profpe- 
rity. The King <^ Sweden, doomed to a 
momentary repofe by the general fyftem of 
'.Europe, was intoxicated with the glory of a 
a revolution which had placed the authority of 
the Prince above that of the Senate. He had 
returned from running over Europe, to retail 

ftories 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1)86.] FREDERIC WILLIAM II. I7 

ftories in cvdry place, and to enjoy his celc* 
brity ; but as his temper was as violent as his 
power was feeble, he expected with impatience 
that fome hew conflagration^ troubling the uni- 
verfal tranquillity, might give him an opportu- 
nity of realizing his fchemes of conqueft, whe- 
ther againft Denmark or Ruffia. 

The Eleftor of Saxony wifely repaired the cala* 
mities with which the w^r had burthened his. 
country. The Duke of Brunfwick, enjoying the 
reputation of being the firft general in Europe, 
waited, perhaps with impatience, events which 
might rncreafe his glory ; but which, contrary 
to his hopes, have fince tarniftied its luftre. 
The Landgrave of Hefle, rich from the fale of 
his foldiers, was only occupied with the hope 
of becoming an Eledor. The Eleftor of Ba- 
varia, fupitie en his throne, and governed by 
Auftria, would have furrendered his dominions 
to that power, had not the Duke of Deux Fonts, 
who was to fucceed him, rejecting the. infidious 
offer of the pofleflion of the Low Countricsj and 
of an illufory crown, emancipated himifelf from 
the dread of a compulfatory exchange, by the 
proteftion of PruflSa. Holland had ceafed 
to be warlike fince (he had become entirely 
commercial j (he had facrificed glory to wealth j 
(he could pay all the armies of Europe, but 
was incapable of refilling any pf them. The 

VOL. I. G Emperor, 
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Emperor, by fome pretenfions to the naviga- 
tion of the Scheldt, had threatened to difturb 
its repofe^ and peace was purchafed by a dif- 
graceful facrifice of money, which France had 
advifed, and in which Ihe participated. Splen- 
did recollciflions, however, left her fome illufions 
which the rival policy of England and France 
entertained. She believed that thefe two na- 
tions difputed for her alliance, while they 
were occupied only in determining by which of 
them (he fliould be governed. 

This rapid but faithful pifture fuffices to 
prove, that never was a more ftormy epoch pre- 
ceded by a more univerfal calm; and the 
moil political forefight could then fcarce dif- 
cern fome of the faint fparks which foon after 
kindled a conflagration fo terrible. Above all, 
it was difficult to forefee at a time, when po- 
licy turning towards commerce, feemed every 
where to renounce a mad and ruinous fyflem of 
conqueft, that Europe was on the eve of being 
overturned by that peaceable and philanthropic 
philofophy, which had fo conftantly preached 
peace, and whofe eloquence the friend of rea- 
fon, and humanity, had fo often and fo juflly 
condemned, the macliiavelifm of minifters, the 
de(potifm of princes, the intolerance of priefts, 
and the ambition of conquerors. 

The 
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The only clouds which at this time appeared 
in the pditiod horizon were (6 light, that th^ 
fmallefl effort feemed fufficteat to diffipate 
them. The Emperor Jofeph IL from feveral 
memorials prefented to him during his travels^ 
had refdired to make ibme alterations in the 
admipifiration of the Bdgic provinces ; which 
had difpleafed the clergy and a part of thcJ 
nobility, and had given rife to fome com- 
plaints. The Prince of Orange wifhed to re ^ 
tain certain prerogatives, which were difputed 
by the States of Holland. England fupported 
the pretenfions of the Prince; France approved 
the diicontent of the patriots ; and Pruffia ap<^ 
peared defirous df conciliating this difference. 
Ruffia accufed the Turks of having, affifted by 
the Pacha of Achalzig, the attacks of the Lef- 
gis againft Georgia, and of favouring the fre- 
quent incurfions of the Cuban Tartars and the? 
Cabardians on the Ruffian territory. The 
Porte reproached the Emprefs with her pre- 
tenfions to be paramount over Georgia, and 
with her hoftilities againft the inhabitants of 
Caucafus. Complaints were made at Peterf- 
burgh of the endeavours of the Porte to excite 
Perfia againft Ruffia. The Grand Signior ac- 
cufed the Ruffians of fomenting by their in- 
trigues the fpirit of revolt in the Archipelago 
e z and 
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and in Greece. The French Ambafladors, 
Choifeul and S^ur, by their mediaticm, were 
fucce&ful in fettling this quarrel. 

England, who hoped to renew her treaty of 
commerce with Ruflia, and to prevent the 
conclufion of that negociation by the French 
Minifter, dreaded to incenfe the Emprefi, and 
ftill ^ve pacific counfels to the Porte ; and 
the King of Pruffia, though irritated ag^ft 
the cabinet of Peterfburgh, which had pre- 
ferred an alliance with Auftria to one with 
him ; feemed to apprehend the commencement 
of a war, which he might perhaps be drawn 
into, and which might expofe a certain glory 
to new hazards. Thus, when Frederic William 
fucceeded to his uncle, he had in the firft mo- 
ments, no political inquietude, which could 
trouble the pleafure of mounting a throne, (o 
long and fo (adly cxpeded. 
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CHAP. II. 

Hopes infpired hy the AcceJJion of Frederic William Il^^^Hit 
Education*'-^His Cbara3er*^^His Military ConduQ.'^His 
firft Operations.'^His forjt Errors, — Pi&ure of his Cowrt.^-^ 
His jidmimftration.^^Portraifs of his Counjetlors and of his 

9 Minifiers,'-^Total Change in the Adminiftration of Pruffinu'^ 
Reftitution made to the Duke of Mechlenhvrgc^onfotidatiM 
«/* the German League* ' 



X HE calm which reigned in Europe leaves 
us time to follow the new King through the 
details of his internal adminiftration, to exa*- 
qiine his court, to paint his qualities, his 
fa(Ult$, his weakneiTes, to give account of the 
fjrft operations of hife wign, and to developc 
ill the intrigqes of courtiers, ever attentive to 
profit by th^ weaknefs of the monarch, his 
.credulous fuperftition, and his unbounded ap- 
petite fpr pleafure. The great Frederic had af- 
fumed the rein^ of government at the age of 
twenty-eight — an age at which men are moft 
fubjedt to voluptuoufnefs. — This heroic Prince 
renounced it, that be might dedicate himfelf 
entirely to glory. Frederic Williani mounted 
the throne at the age of forty-twx). At this pe- 
riod of life reafon eafily triumphs over the 
c 3 abated 
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abated paflSons ;— *but this Prince, too much 
dcpreffed by the feverity of his uncle, as foon as 
be was King, thought only bow he might enjoy 
with tranfport all the pleafures which had been 
forbidden him ; and in his eyes the pleafanteft 
ufe of his power confided in abandoning him* 
fclf without referve to all his defires. 

Although the experience of every age has 
taught that the fucceffors of great men do not 
fupply their places— Frederic William had 
given his fubjedts reafon to conceive the nM>ft 
fettering hopes. It was believed that his 
reign would be as glorious, and more mild, than 
that of his uncle ; — that he would enjoy the 
lame military glory, without exefcifing th^ 
fame feverity. — It was rccollefted that his edu- 
cation had been entrufted to M. de Borck, an 
informed military man, and to M, Bequelin, 
a diftinguiftied academician. His campaign 
againft the Auftrians in the war for the fuc- 
ceffion of Bavaria was not forgotten, nor the 
eulogy beftowed on him by Frederic. This 
Prince, fo fevere towards his family, fo avari- 
cious of praife, or jealous of the talents he 
employed i and fo great a cortnoiffcur in the 
art which he had perfeftionated ; had chained 
bis nephew to withdraw from Bohemia, a body 
pf the army menaced by fuperior force ; the 

pofition 
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pofition was critical ; the retreat was difficult 
and dangerous. Frederic William performed 
it with equal course and ikill. The King, 
tranfported, exclaimed, as he enibraced him 
in prefehce of the army,. " I no longer confider 
** you as my nephew, but as my fon : you have 
" effefted all that I could have done in your 
** place." The Prince-royal, admiring the great 
qualities of his uncle, but difapproving his ub- 
juft rigours, was fuppofed never to have broken 
his word — his probity excited confidence; it 
was faid he defired to merit the furname of 
Well-beloved.^ — ^The part which he h known , 
to have taken in the Germanic league, augured 
well of his political conduft, and he had given 
the firft idea of this league, which flattered the 
vanity of the Pruflians, by making them the 
protestors of the liberty of Germany againft 
the ambition of the Houfe of Auftria. — In a 
word, every thing confpired to render the 
debut of the new monarch eafy and brilliant ; 
peace reigned every where, and towards it all 
hearts were open. The firft moments of his 
reign anfwered the general expeftation; each 
word he dropped, every letter he wrote, and 
the firft orders which he gave, repeated every 
where, and every where approved ; fpread an 
upiverfal joy, and confirmed the hopes which 
04 his 
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his acceffion to the throne had generally in- 
fpired. Without affedting to be learned, the 
general opinion was, that he had ftudied a 
great deal, and that he would patronize let- 
ters. His endeavours to retain the Abbe Ray- 
nal in Berlin had done him much honour, and 
his e^ernefs to fee that bold and profound 
author, led to a belief that he loved to be told 
truth. 

On the 17th Auguft, 1786, as foon as the 
Prince-royal was informed of the death of Fre- 
deric II. he repaired to Potfdam, and examined 
for fome time in filence the inanimate remains 
of the great man who had juft terminated his, 
career. After having dropped a few tears to his 
memory, he decorated his oldeft and moft able 
minifter, the Count de Herztberg, with the 
ord^r pf the Black Eagle, opened the difpatches 
of the King, and haftened to anfwer them him* 
felf, according to the cuftom of his predeceffor. 
— Removed for ^ long time from the councils, 
by the diftruft of his uncle ; avoiding all con^ 
nexion with men who might have enlightened 
him, becaufe he feared ruining them in the 
opinion of the monarch ; he lived abfolutely 
infulated, and knew neither the fituation of 
affairs, nor the men who ought to dired him. 
In this difficult fituation he immediately took 
I the 
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the wifeft meafiire ; and gave his confidence to 
miniflers, whofe abilities bad contributed to 
render his uncle's reign iiluftrioiis. In thank- 
ing them for their fervices, he engaged them 
to redouble their zeal; and recommended to 
them to affift him to promote the happinefs, 
and to fuftain the glory, of his country. His 
purpofe, he faid, was to preferve peace with his 
neighbours, to reftrain their ambition, to fup- 
port the honour of the Pruffian arms ; never to 
undertake an unjuft war, to exercife the 
ftridkeft difcipline among his troops, and at no 
time to make an arbitrary ufe of his authority 5 
that he wiflied to govern by juftice, and would 
not fufFer any one of his fubje^ts to complain 
of the flightfift oppreffion. — He reproached the 
fecfctaries of the cabinet with their indifcre- 
tions, and enjoined them to be more circum- 
{pc6i in future. — His firft employments were 
the reformation of abufes, ads of juftice, and 
favours conferred with difcernment. He tra- 
velled over feveral provinces, confirmed or re- 
ftored privileges, liberally beftbwed fuccours, 
diminiflied taxes, and flattered the national 
vanity by manifefting his tafte for German lite- 
rature, and by granting favours to fome writers 
who bad contributed to its celebrity. 

Frederic 
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Frederic 11. had lent the Duke of Mechkn- 
burg an hundred thoufand crowns, for which 
that Prince had mortgaged four extenfive bai- 
Hwicks, where the King placed fome huflars, 
who there lived and recruited at difcretion. — 
Thefe terrified dates would gladly have deli- 
vered tbemfelves from this dependance by pay- 
ing the fum borrowed, but this the monarch 
had always refufed. — The new King reftored 
the baliwicks to the Duke; and when he was 
praifed for this aft of juftice, he moderately 
replied, " I have only done my duty ; — it is 
•* the motto of my order : — Suum cui que.*'— 
The Poles, at the time of the partition, might 
with juftice have added the word " rapuit/* — 
He alfo repaid the Jew Ephraim two hundred 
thoufand crowns, which he owed him, and 
honourably difcharged aU the debts which he 
had contracted when Prince-royal. The union 
of the Germanic confederacy might have been 
difturbed by an unexpeded quarrel betwixt 
the Landgrave of Hefle and the Count de 
Lippe : the tribunal of the empire had decided 
againft the Landgrave ; the King of Pruffia 
was to execute the decree, This execution 
might have met with fome refiftance, and have 
occafioned divifions. Frederic William wifely 
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conciliated the two parties, and put an end to 
this difpute. The operations which gave the 
greateft fatisfaftibn in the interior were, the 
freedom granted to the commerce of grain, and 
to the fale of fugar ; the abolition of the admi- 
jiiftration of tobacco, which prohibited its cul- 
ture ; the fuppreffion 'of the monopoly for fup* 
plying the army ; and that of the obligation* 
impofed on the country people, to lodge the 
troops gr^tuitoufly. The funds deflined for 
individuals were augmented ; five millions 
of crowns were employed to conftrudl public 
edifices, to re-imburfe loffes of individuals, and 
to fuccour the unfortunate. Far from appearing 
to be afraid of his minifl:ers, and of feeking to 
divide them, the King re-eftabliflied the an- 
cient diredory which his uncle had fupprefled ; 
he repelled the attempts of intriguers by 
whom he was at firft furrounded, telling them t 
^ I have fuffered alone, I will govern alone."—* 
The kingdom was one vaft prifon for its inha* 
bitahts; he permitted all young perfons, defirdus 
of cultivating knowledge, to quit it, and to 
travel. In a word, he allowed the provincial 
ftates the right of revifing the new ordinance; 
and, in his letters to the Chancellor Cramer, dif- 
^oyered the laudable intention of rendering 

juftice 
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juftice more impartial, more expeditious^ and 
lels expenfive. 

The fame principle of order, of mildnefs, and 
equity, induced him to publith two edi<5ts for 
the liberty of confcience, and that of the prefs. 
But his intention on thefe two points was too 
adverfe to paffion and prejudice to be fuccefs- 
fiil > and thole two documents, which may b^ 
feen at the end of this volume, were adapted 
to a conftruAion direftly contrary to the end 
which the King feemed defirous pf attaining. 

In faft, in the edift of confcience, in confirm-i 
ing the freedom of worOiip, of theCatholic* Re*. 
formed,and Proteftant churches; and the; tolera- 
tion of the fefts. of Jews, Moraviai^,^nd Mem-, 
nonites; from this principle^ that each individual 
is intrufted vyith the care of his own fal vat ion, and 
that no power has any right to int^rfeire there^ 
in; the king forbids the introduAion of ah)?- 
9tber worlbip into his dominions ; he prohibits 
stll change, all reform in thofe which are pror 
feffed in Pruffia ; and althou^ he permits the? 
^ange pf religion, he forbids all feds, under 
fevere penalties, making any profelytes.-r-He 
declares himfelf ftrongly againft deifts, philo- 
fophers, and even naturalifts, and interdids, 
their right of maintaining their opinions. 

The 
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The ediA of cenfure prcfents contradiftions 
Hill more ftrange; it confecrates the liberty of 
theprefe for the encouragement of literary men 
in the purfuJt of truth ; but it ^eftablilhes a 
condemnation the moft partial and fcvere, bjf 
ordaining, on pain of fine and confifcation, that 
none fhall write any thing touching theology, 
aind philofophy, without permiflion from the 
priefts; and that writings on medicine and fur- 
gery fhall alike be fubmitted to the Colleges of 
Phyfic and Surgery; writings on political eco- 
nomy and government to the College of JuC- 
tice; dramatic works, novels, poems, to the 
Univerfity; and political writings, to the depart- 
ment for Foreign Affairs. This liberty of the 
prefs very much refembles that of thofe enflaved 
foldiers, who being aiked what they were, re- 
plied, Naffau-voluntecrs; The political errors 
of thefe two edids, which render their con- 
tents fo oppoftte to their titles, fhould not pre- 
vent us from doing juftice to the motives of 
Frederic William: all his intentions, all his con- 
du<ft, at the commencement of his reign, were 
mild, wife, and beneficient. It were to be 
wiflied this firft zeal had continued; but, as 
hiftorians, we (hall foon have to fulfil a rigo- 
rous duty: and to this fmiling profpeftive, 
wjiich impartiality obliges us to prefent, we fhall 

^ be 



L 



$o aisToav 01? (tyS6^ 

fee compelled tofubftitute the fad -pifturc of a 
total abandonment, of a (hameful carelcflnefs, 
and of an unbounded weaknefs; obfcenity in 
pleafures, intrigue in council, prodigality ia 
cxpences, blindnefs in choice, the moft fupcr- 
ftifious predulity, the moft puerile vanity, joined 
to the moft evident incapacity 5 foon aflumed 
the place of that aftivity, juftice, and wifdpjm, 
which, in the firft ebulition of fervour, the new 
King had been forced to difplay. Hjs zeal 
cooled almoft as faft as the body of his illuftri- 
ous predeceflbr; and it was not long before 
Pruffia perceived the immcnfe void left by this 
immortal (hade. 

The late King of Pruffia, hurried on by his 
ambition, and by the defire of extending his do^' 
minions, and of giving a ifiore folid territorial 
bafe to the Pruffian power ^ had often, without 
fcruple, changed his alliances and hii friends ; 
connediing himfelf withFrance, or England, ac- 
cording to circumftances ; and was ready to 
abandon either .of the two powers as it ceafed 
to be ufeful to him. But the dangers to which 
he had been expofed, during the feven years war^ 
had at length inftrufted him with regard to his 
true intcrefts j and the invafion of his territories 
by the Ruffians and the Auftrians, as well as 
that of Hanover by the FrpnCh; had convinced 

him 
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him that the hoftility of France, might ruin 
Pruffia, wbilfl: the money of England, wouW 
not be able to fave it. Hence, after the peace 
of Hubertfburg, the conftant aim of his politics 
had been to ftrengthen his connexion with the 
cabinet of Verfaiiles, and to break the alliance 
of that court with the court of Vienna. The 
di(pute betwixt the Emperor and the Dutch, 
for an inftant infpired him with hopes of fuc- 
ceeding. The pretenfions of Jofeph 11. to Ba- 
varia, prepared men's minds; M. de Vergennes, 
minifter of France for foreign affairs, was fuffi- 
ciently difpofed to this. But the influence 
of Queen Marie Antoinette, prevented the 
complete effed of that political revolution, 
which might, perhaps, have altered the chain 
of events, and fpared Europe the fanguinary 
fpeftacle of which it is now the theatre. But 
although France had hot broken her alliance 
with Auftria, its ties were very much relaxed; 
and for fome years the French ambafladors in 
all countries, received orders from M. de Ver- 
gennes, that whilft preferving an appearance of 
intimacy with the Auftrian minifters^ they 
fliould watch their "movements, oppofe their 
ambition, and jecretly indicate a more real con- 
fidence to the Pruffian minifters. Such was the 
filuation of affairs when Frederic William II 
5 fucceeded 
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fucceede^ his uncle ; and it was natural to fup-^ 
pofe, that employing the fame miniftcrs, he 
would purfue the feme fyftem. But as he was 
weak, intrigue foon fuperfeded policy in his 
court 5 and the general intereft, was foon loft 
fight of, iri that of individiaals. 

Prince Henry, the King's uiiclej an en- 
lightened ftatefman, and a ikilful general, loving 
peace, and ably conducing war j expeAed to 
poifefs great influence over the mind of his 
nephew; whom he had fuperintended, and often 
confoled, in the retirement to which he was 
doomed by the feverity of the late King. But 
he did not diflimulate his views; he hazarded 
too foon the difplayof a credit which he had not 
obtained ; his pride did not fufficiently accom- 
modate itfelf to that of the monarch, whp 
dreaded as much the appearance, as he felt the 
neceflity of being governed. He wiftied for 
confidence, but obtained only attentions. The 
uncle forgot the addrefs requifite for a courtier; 
he.exprefled his diflatisfaftion imprudently, and 
thus deprived himfelf of all means of regain- 
ing the ground he had loft. The Duke of 
Brunfwick, who at firft excited equal umbrage 
in the vanity of the new King, was more modeft. 
and more prudent; he placed himfelf in front 
with referve, difplayed more zeal than preten- 

fion 
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fion, concealed his refentments, preferving by 
this prudence the poffibility of availing himfelf 
of other more favourable circumftances; rightly 
calculating, that the man of talents, who has 
nothing againft him, is always called upon in 
critical conjunctures. 

The Duke of Brunfwick, famed for his afti- 
vity and his valour during the feven years war, 
had acquired great reputation in the war of Ba- 
varia, by maintaining the difficult poft of Trop- 
pau, without check, againft all the forces of the 
Emperor. 

His genius and mildnefs made him generally 
beloved; his fubtle, but faithful policy, infpired 
confidence; his philofophy, partaking of the 
ideas of the age, attrafted the efteem of the 
learned. Decent in hispleafures, enlightened in 
his choice, beneficient without prodigality, ecor 
nomical without avarice; he had in a few years, 
with a moderate revenue, extinguifhed forty 
millions of debt with which his country was 
loaded. His ties of kindred with the King of 
England did not bljnd his policy: like Prince 
Henry, he adhered to the fyftem of attention to 
France; and although ambition, which was 
,his ruling paffion, had twice induced him to 
command armies deftined to fight againft the 
French ; it is certain, that if Frederic William 

VOL. I. D had 
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had fufFered himfelf to be guided by him, the af- 
fair of the Stadtholderate would have terminated 
by negociation ; and Pruffia would not have un- 
dertaken a war agalnft the French Revolution, 
conduced without fuccefs, and concluded with- 
out glory. 

Prince Henry and the Duke of Brunfwick 
being removed by the jealoufy of the King; their 
enemy, Count Hertzbeig, in the firft moments, 
found himfelf alone at the head of affairs; Count 
Fink being fitter for reprefentation than confi- 
dence. Hertzberg, forced, for the fupport of 
his credit, to adopt a plan direftly contrary to 
that of Prince Henry, gave himfelf up to Eng- 
land with all the impetuofity of his violent 
charader; and from that moment, as was very 
juftly obferved by Mirabeau, (whofe work in 
other refpeds is nothing but a libel), at Berlin, 
a man muft be an Antigallicaii to be an Anti^ 
Henry. This change was quickly known at Yer- 
failles; from that inftant, the French Cabinet 
contracted clofer engagements with Auftria; 
made advances to Ruffia ; fuftained with more 
warmth iht caufe of the Dutch patriots againft 
the Stadtholder; and thus it was thajt a rival fiiip 
between courtiers, changing the policy of Eu- 
rope, contributed to accelerate the progrefs of 

the 
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the great events^ by which it was to be over- 
turned. 

If the King had not committed the error of 
yielding to this intrigue, but had totally and 
conftantly been guided by Hertzberg, it is pro- 
bable that his reign would have been ftormy, 
but glorious. Hiftory ought to be impartial; 
and while we condepin the faults of this impe- 
rious, vain, paffionate, fharp, and vindidive 
minifter j we muft allow that he combined pro- 
found knowledge with vaft defigns. If he wanted 
the neceflary capacity for the accomplifliment 
of his plans, Pruflia poffeffed a fufficient num- 
ber of men of talents to execute them ; and, as 
will be feen in the fequel, the few events which 
have thrown fome luftre on the reign of Frede- 
ric William, ought to be afcribed entirely to 
this minifter. If he undertook the Revolution 
of Holland with imprudence, he completed it 
with rapidity and fuccefs. By the celerity of 
this fuccefs he diminifhed the importance of 
France; he humbled the pride of Catherine 11. 
by granting to the Poles a glimpfeof indepen- 
dence and liberty; he faved the Turks from to- 
tal ruin, by threatening the Court pf Vienna 
with an inyafion of Bohemia, whilft he raifcd 
infurredions againft it in Belgium and in Hun. 
gary ; and) perhaps, the fall of the Houfe of 

D 2 Auftria 
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Auftria might have been the refult of his bold 
meafures ; had not the verfatility of the King of 
Pruffia fuddenly flopped fhort, juftwhen he was 
about to gather the fruit of his efforts. The fame 
jealoufy which had given him the power, de- 
prived him of it; and Hertzberg, who governed 
too oftentatioufly, was fpeedily precipitated from 
his place, by miftrefles whom he had affronted, 
.and favourites whom he haddefpifed. With him 
was eclipfed the glory of his mafler. Leopold 
refumed his fecurity and his influence ; Ruflia 
her projeds ; and the Court of Berlin, which 
was the centre of European politics, became the 
fhameful theatre of inferior intrigues, .of abor- 
tive fchemes, of depredations without an objeft, 
and of fcandalous fcenes, over which we fball 
pafs the more rapidly,, as they are rather fubjeds 
for fatire than forhiflory. 

Symptoms of the King's weaknefs were 
quickly perceived, he could fcarcely endure, 
even for a fhort time, the conflraint which he 
had impofed on himfelf. It was foon underflood, 
that his hours of bufinefs and of retirement 
were regular only in appearance; that his days 
were idle, and his nights dedicated to infamous 
orgies. He had repudiated his firfl wife, the 
Princefs Elizabeth of Brunfwick, on account of 
mifcondud. The prudence, of the Princefs of 
5 Heffe,, 
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Heffe,' his fecond wife, did not (helter her from 
difgrace; but though (lie was not difmifled, (he 
fuffered, perhaps, more from the public triumph 
of her rivals. The King had loved a Madame 
de Rietz, celebrated for the licentioufnefs of 
her manners, the bafenefs of her charafter, and 
the infamy of her hufband. He never could 
break this (hameful connexion, but lavilhed 
titles and treafures on.this courtezan, and on a 
fon whom fhe bore to him, for whofe death he 
was inconfolable. 

Notwithftanding this fcandalous fubjeftion, 
having become paffionately enamoured of Ma- 
demoifelle de Vofs, the niece of Count Fink, 
he was on the point of marrying her. This he 
communicated to the Queen, and confulted the 
Priefts, who replied, that it was better to con- 
traft an illegal marriage, than to run inceffantly 
from one error to another; an anfwer which, 
perhaps, degrades thofe who gave it, as much 
as him by whom it vvas folicited. This mar- 
riage, however, did not take place, Made- 
moifelle de Vofs chofe rather to facrifice her vir- 
tue than the glory of her lover. But, a few 
years after, he renewed the fame fcandal more 
completely, by marrying the Countefs d'Enhof; 
thus retaining three legitimate wives and one 
millrefs, whilfl: he baniftied the French come- 
p 3 dians 
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dians from Berlin, whom he accufed of corrupt- 
ing the public manners. The alliance of vo- 
luptuoufnefs and fuperftition, conftantly afto- 
nifties reafon, and is conftantly renewed. At the 
fame time that the King abandoned himfelf, 
without reftraint, to the charms of his miftreffes, 
the Illuminati acquired an unbounded empire 
over his mind: he muft have been, or feemed 
to be, an apolUe of this feft, in order to gain, or 
preferve, its favour; for while, on one hand, he 
treated the Duke of Brunfwick, Prince Henry, 
Mollendorf, and even Hertzberg, Schulemburg, 
and Fink, who managed his affairs, coolly and 
without regard ; he abandoned himfelf entirely 
to Welners, to Bifchofswerden, to the Princes 
of Deflaw and Wurtemberg ; to Frederic of 
Brunfwick, the Duke of Wcymar, and other 
vifionaries, who made Mofes and Jefus appear 
to him ; and who, it is faid, carried the im- 
pofture fo far as, at fupper, to trace to him the 
Ihadow of the ghoft of Csefar. 

By amufing his imagination with fuch illu- 
fions, or by terrifying him with fuch vifions, 
the artful courtiers, humouring his vanity, and 
availing themfelves of his weaknefs, obtained 
pofleffion of all influence, without appearing to 
afpire to power, and infenfibly undermined that 
of the fervants of the (Great Frederic. The 
X cffcft 
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effe<9: of the influence of thefe new counfellors 
was every where very foon felt : degrees were la- 
viihed without difcernment ; titles proftituted 
without number. In a little time, as was re- 
marked by a fatirical writer, it would have been 
more difficult in Pruffia to find a man than a 
nobleman. Th^ army now feldom faw its chief, 
who could no longer difguife how miich he was 
become tired with military details. The receipts 
were diminiftied ; the expences multiplied ; the 
treafure encroached on ; even the natural good 
temper of the King was abufed, by intrigue, to 
make him exereife unjuft rigours. The Frendi 
adminiftration of finance, and Lauftay its 
chief, had rendered important fei^Vices; it 
had, in nineteen years, brought into the trea- 
fury forty-two millions five hundred thou- 
fand crowns beyond its Engagements. It was 
natural this (hould excite complaints. It is a 
duty to relieve the people, and to redrefs abufes; 
but thofe who have fcrupuloufly obeyed, and 
ferved with zeal, ought not to be puniihed. All 
Frenchmen were difmifled, and fucceeded by 
men without ability : this fault entailed ferious 
confequences. Deprived of fo rich a fource of 
revenue, the King adopted a fcheme of capita- 
tion, which excited violent difcontent; but to 
this he at firft adhered with obftinacy. At laft, 
D 4 'however. 
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however, he was obliged torelinquifh it, by abcdd 
letter, in which the minifters Hertzberg, d'Arn- 
him, Heinitz, and Schulemburg,expreff€d them- 
felves in thefe energetic terms : — This meafure 
alarms all clajfes of your fiihjects^ effaces from 
their hearts the title of well-beloved^ and chills 
the zeal of thofe whom you have called to your 
councils. Such a letter entitles thofe who wrote 
it to our efteem; and leaves room to regr^, that 
a Prince, capable of profiting by it, had not 
confided folely in thofe minifters. 

The revenues of the kingdom were valued 
at nearly one hundred and eight millions French 
nioney, or twenty-feven millions of crowns. 
The army coft twenty-two, the civil government 
two millions and a half of crowns ; the royal 
houfehold one million two hundred thouland ; 
penfions one hundred and thirty thoufand. But 
being deprived of the fkill of the French in the 
adminiftration, and having forfaken the rigid 
economy of the preceding reign, the King faw 
his receipts fall (hort of his expences ; and, in 
order to execute the ambitious plans of the po- 
litic Hertzberg, he was foon obliged to avail 
himfelf of the treafure which Frederic IT. had 
amaffedj a treafure which might have defrayed 
the expence of three campaigns, and fecured an 

influence 
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influence to the Court of Berlin fo much baork 
efficient, as at this period all the other gottnt- 
ments of Europe, far from beiog poffeiled a£ 
fonds, were .overburthened with debts. .Men, 
iincerely attachfed to their King and country, 
lamented tp fee the edifice of Pruflian glory 
crumbling (o rapidly to ruins. Confidence di- 
miniftied, inconfideratenefs incrcafed, from djqr 
to d^y. At this time the King paid the EmperM 
-a million of crowns, which he had received from 
hitn during the Mrar in Bavaria. Men void of 
j(hame, like Mirfrb.e^xJ, Were aftoniftied that ht 
Ihould h^ fuch a dupe as to return this money 
to his natural enemy : virtuous people were in- 
dignant th^t he ftiould have been mean enough 
to have borrowed it of him. The prodigality of 
his prefents to the Ilhtminatiy the eftrangement 
of perfons of merit ; the increaCng power of 
Bifchofswerden, whofe avidity was not compcn- 
fated by any talent ; the multiplicity of places 
conferred on Saxons; the violence of the King 
in his family 3 his hatred of perfons of genius ; 
his familiarity with the loweft domeftics, infpircd 
a general diflike and inquietude; and if any one 
ventured boldly to cenfure him, or to fpcak 
ilightingly of him, the monarch punifhed with 
feverity thofe indifcretions, at which the Great 

Frederic 
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Fmimc would have been contented to fmile, 
Sotnie it is, that nothing is more irritabte^ than 
mediocrity: the ftiafts of fatire are never par- 
doned, but when their objeft is elevated above 
their reach. Thefe details, of which I have 
given only a fketch, and to whiclul fhatl not 
revert, were neceffary to enable the reader to 
comprehend many events, which, without this 
key, would to his eyes have remained covered 
by ^n impenetrable veil. Almoft all the enig- 
mas of politics might be folved, were We firfl 
46 ftudy the good or bad qv^lities of thofe by 
ivhom they arc direfted^^ for the paiSons and 
wcakneffes of the governots have always more 
influence over events, than the interefl of the 
governed; and the verfatility, the indolence, 
and the vanity, of Frederic William II. being 
known, it will be eafier to explain why he aban^ 
doned the Turks, the Poles, the People of Liege, 
the Brabanters, and the Swedes, after having 
excited them to take up arms ; why he be- 
camie the ally of Auftria, after having pre- 
pared her ruin; why, after having placed 
himfelf, like Agamemnon, at the head of the 
Kings who wifhed to invade France ; he was 
the firft to abandon the coalition, and to 
make a treaty with the Rcvolutionifl;s, wbofe 
*^ deftruftion 
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deftruftion he had vowed; and laftly, why, after 
having participated in the divifion of Poland, 
which he had excited to refufcitation and li- 
bertyj he became indifferent to all the difturlv 
ance§ of Europe, and died without glory, and 
unregretted, in the midft of the flame he had 
Jcindled^ 
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CHAP. III. 

^rmation of a Camp of Eighty Tboufand Auftrians in Boh^- 
mia in 1787. — Froje^s of Catherine againft Courland, — Her 
Declaration on the Affairs of Dantzick. — Conclujion of a 
Treaty of Commerce bet<wixt France and RuJJia, — Breach of 
that befwixt Rujfia and England,^— 'Journey of Catherine to 
the Krimea,—Inter*vie*w ivith the King of Poland, — Jour- 
ney of Jofefh II, to the Krimea. — Armament of the Turks 
and Ruffians, — Grie'vances of thofe tivo Empires, — Uneajt'" 
nefs ijohich this Journey occajioned in Europe, — England and 
Pruffia advife the Turks to go to War, — France luifbes to 
perfuade them to Peace. — Declaration of War by the Turks, 
— Troubles in Brabant, — AJfembly of the Notables in France. 
Fermentation in Poland. — Affairs of Holland. 

A H E Court of Ruflia, tranquillized by the 
death of the Great Frederic, whofe genius, am- 
bition, and refcntment, it dreaded, loft no 
time in giving, by its operations, ferious alarms 
to his fucceffor ; and his inquietude was fur- 
ther augmented by the vivid, imagination of 
Hertzberg, which magnified every thing, and 
always imputed to other powers his own tur- 
bulent defigns and gigantic views. 

Catherine the Second, who governed Cour- 
land by her influence, appeared to yield to the 
defire which Prince Potemkin, her favourite 
minifter, difcovered of pofTefling this Dutchy. 
On this fubjed flie threw out fome threaten- 
ing 
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iDg infinuations, the efFedts of which were 
eluded by the Duke Biren, by giving to Prince 
Potemkin, and lending to Frederic William^ 
confiderable fums of money, to inftire the de- 
fiftance of the one, and the protediion ©f the 
other. The PruiEan Cabinet, which from that 
moment meditated the projeft of appropriating 
Dantzic to itfelf ; prepared for this purpofe, by 
daily troubling the commerce of that city with 
new rights of tolls effcabliftied at FahrvafFer. 
The Emprefs of RufBa interpofed in the con- 
teft, and fupported the complaints of the Dant- 
zickers, by declarations which announced a firm 
refolution to oppofe the views of the Court of 
Berlin. — Thefe flight altercations were ftill far 
from difturbing the general tranquillity. But 
a magnificent fpeftacle, which the vanity of 
Catherine wifhed to exhibit to Europe, in the 
feme inftant awakened all the fears, kindled 
all the paffions, that PrufEa had conceived;, 
which being immediately communicated by 
her to England, Turkey, and Sweden, war was 
very foon confidered as inevitable, in which ail 
the powers in Europe were very near being* 
involved. It is true, many circumftancc^ com- 
bined to render this celebrated journey to the 
Kriqiea more alarming, and to give fome pro- 

fcpj3alltf 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



4^ HISTORY OF fl787- 

bability to the projefts which the difquietuck 
of the Pruffian Minifters attributed to RufEa- 

Catherine 11. thirfting for glory, intoxicated 
with fuccefs, and always occupied in endea- 
vouring, by the fplendour of her reign, to efface 
the remembrance of the ftain of her ufurpation; 
had fometimes difcovered a romantic wiQi of 
driving the Turks out of Europe^ and of re- 
Yiving the eaftem empire. Her intrigues in 
^ypt, her former irruptions into the Pelo- 
penefus, the language of her Confuls in the 
Archipelago ; the education which (he afforded 
to a number of young Greeks, brought to Pe- 
terfburg, the name of Conftantine borne by 
One of her grandfons ; the conqueft of the Kri- 
mea, the ancient names which (he had reftored 
to that country; the formation of a powerful 
fleet at Kherfon and Scvaftopol; had fufiiciently 
unveiled her fecret defigns; which flie pro- 
bably would have executed, if fhehad been pof- 
fcffed of as much money, as ambition; and if 
the continual oppofition of France, had not 
deterred her^jby the dread of failing in the en- 
terprize, aiM by this madnefs of raQily expofing 
a power, which polTeffed more (how than foli- 
dity. — But latterly, Auftria, more interefted 
than any other power in re(ifting this projeft, 
had appeared to favour it 5 and the Emperor, 

Jofeph 
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Jofeph II. in order to purchafc the alliance rf 
Catherine, and deprive the Court of Berlin of 
her fupport. Teemed difpofed to promote the 
ambition of the £mprefs : he had confented to 
the invafion of the Krimea; and the Court of 
France, which at firft oppofed it with energy, 
had the weaknefs of yielding to the menaces 
of the two Imperial Courts. 

Another event, although foreign to all thefe 
circumftances, increafed the uneafinefs of Pruffia 
and England. — -For forty years, the Cabinet of 
Verfailles (aw, with indignation, the commerce 
of the North exclufively poffeffed by the Eng- 
lifti, who covered the Baltic .with their ftiips, 
and inundated the Ruffian Empire with the 
produdtions of their induftry. All the mer- 
chandize of France was imported into the 
North in Dutcli and Englifla veffels. The wines 
of France were fubjed to exorbitant duties, 
and the French merchants were obliged to pay 
thefe duties in rix-dollars, whilft the Euglifh 
paid in the, money of the country, which made 
a difference of twelve per (ient. in their fevour. 
Xhefe fetters baniftied our (hips from the Bal- 
tic; and as Ruffia alone fupplied the maritime 
powers with hemp, and materials neceffary for 
their navies, France was compelled to re- 
ceive thefe indifpenfable fupplies only through 

the 
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the deceitful and avaricious hands of her natural 
enemies. All the French Ambafladors had 
fucceffively attempted, but in vain, to extricate 
their country from fo difadvantageous a fitua- 
tion. Segur, Minifter of France, was more 
fortunate in his endavours ; he availed himfelf 
of the growing animofity, excited againft Eng- 
land by the acceffion of King George as Eledor 
of Hanover to the Germanic league ; the ties 
of that Prince with Pruffia, and the obftinate 
rcfufal of the Britifh Cabinet to recognize the 
principles of the armed neutrality; and, in the 
beginning of the year, 1787, he figned, with the 
Ruffian Minifters, a treaty of commerce, that 
fecured to France all the advantages which, 
till then, had been exclufively enjoyed by the 
Englifli. 

This treaty, which prevented the renewal of 
that with England, made no alteration, as will 
prefently be feen, in the political fyftem of the 
Court of France, and its determination to de- 
fend the Ottoman Empire. But it was other- 
wife interpreted by the uneafinefs of the Pruf- 
fians, and the acrimony of the Englifli; by whom 
it was confidered as a change of fyftem, and aa 
having a tendency to conne<fl itfelf with the 
Ruffians, and to abandon the Turks. What 
the more accredited this opinion, was the de- 
parture 
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partupc of Catherine fl. fof iHe"K*lnieft, Wl^h 
tQdk piAcc a ifew' dftys ^rA^'flghirtg tfre treirty-; 
ttnd the aliurm wai^ i^doiibled ifi LdndM and M 
Beriin, when it 'w«ts xinderffeood that frince 
F6temkin had collefted an 1>\»)dred thoufand 
mm ifi the Ukraine, a^d jn the Krimei; thkl 
ttae King of Itohnd had an hiterviei^ with 
Catherine neaf Kef*; and that Jofclph II. wh6 
WK to nieet that Princefs at Kherfon, ordered a 
cattip <rf feventy tiioufand men to the frontier^ 
ofSrlefia. 

Asalliadepehdent powers are, with tefpeft to 
'each othdr, in a ftate of nature, and confe- 
<|uently ever in a ftate of diftroft; fince they 
have no juc^es, and the law of nations being 
but an imperfeft code, fot^e mofl frequently 
holds the place of law and juftice. — There 
^xifts in politics a great truth, Which is felt 
equally in the interior of all countries torn by 
feftions 5 which is, that each party corttinvially 
exaggerates the injuries and the views of thead- 
verfc party ; and that fear always bewildering 
the judgment, and rendering explanations dif- 
ficult, and ^accommodations impbffible; each 
cothbAts chitneras^ of* its own creation, and 
finiBies* by ircaKzmg dangers, which never 

€3tifted. 
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So it happened pcec^efy in this conjunAure ; 
«--«(>pcaranccs were jtakcn for realities, and the 
4read eateilained of uw^ wa3 the occafion of 
it. The unea(ine& excited by the difpofitions 
of Ruffia and Aiiftria, and the preparations for 
the journey into the Krimea, did not diflurb 
the tranquillity of the Turks, t^e Ei^fli, and 
Pruffians alone; even France and Spain, al- 
though lefs irritated, and more in a condition 
to view matters difpafiionately, partook of thefe 
alarms. The Cabinet of Verfailles ordered its 
agents to keep the (trideft watch; and the 
Miniftcr of France at Peterftuig, who was to 
attend the Emprefs in her iourney, and who had 
a better opportunity of knowing the truth ; 
was himfelf fo much deceived by the move- 
ments of which he was witnefs, and by the nu • 
merous and different accounts which he re<- 
ceived; that he communicated his apprehen- 
iions to the French Ambaflador at Conftanti* 
xiople; and determined the Porte to put Otcha- 
kof ^ in ailate of defence, and to aflemble an 
army of an hundred and fifty thouland men on 
the Danube. — It has been (aid, that the greateft 
events are produced by the mod trifling caufes. 
This truth cnuft be eternal, fince all the aiSairs 
of this world are ^liredttd by men, and thefe 

• Oczakow* 

men 
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men are conftantly fubgeft to the mdaJ^tieBt^ 
cjf humanity^ and ate governed by their pafe 
fions. 

Prince Potemkin^ {o much the mo^e envied, 
as he was more powerful, had abufed his in- 
fluence too much not to have enemies^ and the 
courtiers, . who dared not attack him openly, 
fought fecretly to Ihake his credit. 

He bad juft triumphed, and not without 
difficulty, over an intrigue contrived againft 
him by the favourite Yermolof; he had no 
uneafinefs refpefting the views of the Aid-de- 
camp Momonof, who was recently obliged to 
him for fevours. But he could not obferve, 
without pain, that Catherine II. fatiated with 
military glory, now employed her whole 
thoughts on legiflation 3 and he perceived, 
with inquietude, the efforts which were daily 
made to inform the Emprefs that her army was 
diforganifed, her fubjedts difcontented, her 
commerce without activity, her finances ex- 
haufted^ and that the fouthem provinces, 
which (he had conquered, were merely dcfiirts. 
Potemkin was not ignorant of the tafy art of 
deceivers, of the vanity of women, and Kings; 
and, in order to remove bis Soveteign from 
his rivals, he refolved on engaging her to make 
a triumphal prc^refs through her ncvi poriQfef* 
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jgftQ§j;;fiwe $//acin^ting.her cy^hy-hk .dQccp^ 
jtionsj ^rf"* aAOrti&ing iier % ,tbc rapidity ofl fer 
journey, and furrounding her with troops and 
pcop^ of ftU CQuatrie^, ftn<J of all colours ; by 
ilfttt^ring her pdde with jthe homage of federal 
Soycjeigjus, and to intoxiotte her by the mag- 
j^i&cept iJUbfiow, with which be took c^re ihe 
fliould be continuaUiy ej3y.kQEyed. Such was 
the fcie and fecret inotiye >of this «)mantic 
jowjmey, which akfmcd all Europe, and of which 
a war .^Imoft gejaeml w.as the refuk. — ^The fe- 
quel gf fche prefeat naircative will prove the 
trjath of this aflentioa^ adod demottftrate that 
(i^atheriuae II. entertained, only vague and diftaut 
ideas as ito tlie coaqudOt .of the Qttoijnaa Em- 
pire; that.(heJ)ad poftponed tl;i€ execution .of 
if. tQ a. more favourable opportujttity;; and that, 
%-&omwifl[iing ^ rupture at jdhis period, She 
dceadfodifuch aniiyeiit.; acid, io order tp avoi<f 
ht icqbdftfccndedlto make facrifices, which triajr- 
feem incompatible with her ptide^. . 
^ Timjournoyy £0 poiupoufly ftnnouncpd, was 
cxejo^ed with the utmoft inagakficOTce, And 
notbiipg was jiegkftftd to poixceal from the x>b- 
(ervatiori erf" the Erhprefe,; .wretched realities* 
under the mafl: bcilliafit Appearances ; the iroads 
IBuminated by ini^imerabJe. faggots, for the 
fpace 9f Ave hundred ieague's, made iter almoft 
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forget the da^rknefs of tliedays in tliat tigomttSf 
feafon. Allegiance ahd curbfity attratfted on' 
tht road a- crowtf of merchants, funinioncrf 
fr6m all the provih(fes, v^hich gdve the tountry 
aii- appi^arance of popuMion, arid a fdirtiingf 
dftivity to commerce. — ^Corhpl'ai'nts were every 
v^cre ftifled, homage multiplfed, and ac- 
clam^ons commanded. All the town^, by 
balls and' illuminations, prefented a fpeiftadle of 
joy. Irhe Clergy, fearing to lofe what reve- 
nues they retained, made the pulpits refoundF 
with flattery, which are confecrated to the pro- 
mulgation bf^ truth; and, a§ ht as Kief, Ifhd 
progrefs of Catherine was nothing but a con- 
tinuation of pleafure and entertainments. 

On entering the provinte governed^ by- the' 
okJ Marftial Romantzof, every thing feemed to- 
'change its appearance^ and to aflume a melan- 
<*holy afpeft : Potemkiri, jealous of that cele*- 
brkted General, had the addrefs to leave him in- 
virant of every thing neceffeiT for a fplendid re- 
ception of his Sovereign. T^he funds deftined' 
t^ repair the buildings had, been diftribut^ fo* 
late, that Rifef e,xhibited only a^' mafs of ruins : 
tfeb im^fts exafted with feverity, infpi^icd a 
general difcont'ent ; the tytfojis under the com- , 
mand of the Marflial were neither compltte' 
nor new-clotbed. — The Matlhal, inc^able of 
E 3 ' dif- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



54 . -HISTORY OF [^7^7' 

^iflimuiation, fuffered fopie harfli expreffions to 
^fcape him againft the prejudices of Catherincj, 
which fhe attributed only to his jealoufy. Shq 
was compelled by the ice in the Boryfthenes to 
remain above three months in this difmal coun- 
try ; where her vanity found no other compen^; 
fation than the homage paid her by foreigners, 
who arrived from all parts of Europe. At lafl; 
fhe quitted this tirefome abode, diffatisfied 
with Romantzof ; embarked on bo2^rd a fleet as 
magnificent as that of Cleopatra ; defcended the 
Boryfthenes, and arrived at the Government of 
Prince Potemkin, at a moment when nature,de- 
dorated by the fpring, feemed to confpire with 
the artful minifter to banifli the remembrance 
of the melancholy of Kief ; and to fpread a 
niagic charm, over all the objects which pre- 
fented themfelv^s to her curiofity. — On her 
way Ihe met the King of Poland, who had, 
caufed the. right bank of the river to be illu- 
minated, and who was obliged to receive with 
pomp, an Emprefs to whom he w^s indebted for; 
his crownj and who was a few years afterwiwds to 
precipitate hini from the throne on which (Ijq 
had placed him. The interview wa$ fhort and 
4ry. She coldly received the forgotten lover ; ihe 
treated with harfhnefs a King, whofe weaknef$ 
(he defpifed ; and Staniflaus Auguftus, having 
; pbtaiw4 
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obtained only vague promifes of pT(*e<ftioo, 
. and an order for the departure of fome Ruffian 
regiments who tyrannized over his country; ha(^ 
tened to the Emperor Jofepb, to lay before him 
the apprehenfions which he entertained of a new 
partition. The Emperor revived his confidence 
by a fblemn promife, which was very fbon vio- 
kted by one of his Ibcceflbrs. 

Whilft the EHipreft advanced towards the 
ibuth, the difquietude occafioned by her jour- 
ney continued to increafe. The convention 
concluded betwixt Ruffia and the Porte, by 
the mediation of the two French Ambaflador^, 
T^ras not faithfuHy obferved. The Turks per- 
filled in lupporting the Lefghls. The Ruf- 
fians, in order to puniffa the Tartars, had pur- 
I fued them into the Cuban* Potemkin had or- 

dered the Ruffian Mintfter Bulga,kof to aflume 
a threatening tone, in order to compd the ob- 
fervance erf the convention. Bulgakof obeyed 
tins order, without communicating with Choi- 
leul Gouffier; and the Turks, %norant of this 
retention ; irritated by the Minifters of Pruffia 
and England, and terrified by the approach of 
the Emprefs 5 believed that Finance had made 
not only a treaty of commerce, but a treaty 
of alliance with Ruffia; and that ihe was in 
league with that Power, to complete the 
Tuin of the Ottoman Empire. 1 he Grand 
E 4 Vizier 
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Vi^jicr pFcflcd Choifeul to explain bimfelf eate^ 
goricaliy; aiui the Minifter Segur having re^ 
ceived inftrudions, declared formally tp liw? 
Court of Ruffia, that the King - of Franco 
could not, with indifference, fe« the non-per-^ 
formancc of an arrangement made by his inter- 
vention} and that he fhould impuite the breach 
of it to the Ruffian Cabinet, unlefs Bulgakirf 
frapkly communicated all bis meafures to Cboi* 
feul, and the grievances of which tbe^ Cpyrt 
of Ruifia complained. To a declara|:ion fy e»- 
Dlicit, the Enxprefs. haftened to grapt tb^. fatis-^ 
fadion required, refpefling Potemkin, for his ^ 
pifecipitation J ^d commajided Bulgakof tO; 
communicate with ^^the French. Amtwjflador, 
and to concert with, l^im all the means.proper 
fqc preferving pfiace.T^Tbe courier who carried 
thefe- dilpatches, a^ thofe of the French Mi*, 
niftec, was.attaxfkcd-and killed by robbers nfaih 
AdrianopJe; a,v4- this unforefeen acpid^ 09*: 
fioned the moft ferious confequences. Qhoiiftul 
ftpt receiving an anfwer in time, and prclfg^* 
Iqt the Turk^ to explain himiclf, advifed the- 
Grajid Vizier to prepare for war ; and to render 
bis . a^n^ment more fornpidable,, he even fent. 
FJCAcb officers, engineers, and fliips, to Otclm^ 
Igof. Bulgakof, on his paptr, continued his 
tUr.eats.i and tlie^Pruflia^^ Minifter, inftig^ted: 
5 ^Y 
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tjy Ainfley, the AmbaiFftdor of Ebgtond,iacitarod 
ibe aUrm s^od inquietude of tbe- Diiraatofucft 
a. degree, that frow this moment every diijpofe* 
tioa was nskade/f^sir an alnioft unayoidabk mp- 

Whilft tlfls aainaoftty joiade liick lapid^ prd^ 
grefe, tl^ ^ni jwror Jo^h. II. . wha* hod gone ta 
iaieet.Cat}iarine at: Catberinoflaw^ accompanietl 
that l^irinc^s to Khcrfonand the Krimea; and 
£Im& crjow^ned courtierinflatcrftbe pride of thfc 
E^mprefSj by>^praifes;wbich.he politically iayirtied 
on the new col^iiiess the labours^. and the naval 
creations- of Prince Poteiakin.; although her 
clearly perceived thisiimpoftnse and its waitt ol 
^ fblidifey). Whitft th^ two fovereignsj were tra- 
VeJU^g overT^rttry, Qj^cupicdiwly with eirter-^ 
taino^ent^ and.p^^urew >Bulgakof^iaix^Itlie.Im- 
gprial Jntf€i^nciu Herbert^ . afrmng-irom Ccai^^ 
&smtl^Qpljt^,2iC^pmx^cdi Cartbeiiins. that Fna^si 
d^ Eii^laiiud weffe.mguk^^the: PartC7:to go £0? 
•war^ and Jofi^tU. was at the.fasiit timeii^^ 
fanned, that th^ A^ia: piovtnces^ hod cevdlidv^ 
and that BHi&^:(&^r^tXy; fomeoth:] tha^ isvfacu 
rediofiu The EtotqU JVtfU^ifliCjr, aiMlingJiiinfeI0 
of thi5: ckcianjftancevealSy, marie; the EpiperDrt 
f^^afible of j his danger; andinfmualing toi'bim^ 
that Erancew iolerseftcd m thie; prefirvatixwalof: 
the- Qt4o!*i)am Sknpille^. niighl:uuQitfiriWith>PrattaL 
♦ to 
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taprctcnt its dcftTuftion; be determined that 
I^ce immediately to affure him» not only that 
lie would never coi>fent ta the rBiH of the 
Tnrks^ wbofe danger be felt as connefted with 
bis own y but that he would alfo ceafe to flatter 
tbc Emprefs with the hope of reriving the 
C^PDek Republics^ for that republican and phi-* 
lofbphical piojeA had entered into the heads of 
Ibe two moft powerful dc^Kife in Europe. 
This fa& h as certain as it m^ appear feigular; 
aad fervcs to prove to what a degree the ideas 
of the age^ and the fpirit of tiberty, bad ad^' 
Taticed^ even in the minds of thofe who h^d 
the greateft teafon to dread its explofion. 

Alnioft all the ftatefmen of E^k^ were de- 
eeived by this circumftance, and the majority ei 
thein fi:illperflft in the fame error. They thinfc 
that the war> which enfoed (ttofXlf aft^r, was tl^ 
lefuk of thci ambition of the two Imperial Covrts$ 
wbidb, during their journey, had concun=ed t4> 
oxnplete the ruin of the Ottoman Empbe/ 
Rit it is certain, that jthe Emperor Jofeph did 
not wiih it; that be was terrified by the trou- 
bles in Brabant ; and feared, if a rupture Should 
happen, either to lofe the aUiance o( Ruffia, 
untefs he affifted her, or to be attacked by 
Pruffia, if he joined his arms to thofe of the 
En^prefs. Catherine II. on her part, perceiving 
. > * • the 
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the embarr?iflmc0t of her ally^ and forefcAlg a 
diverfion on the fide of Sweddn and Pnrifia^ 
and feeing her own country defolatcd by a. ge- 
neral famine, neceflarily poftponed her fchemcs 
of conquefti and: fineerely deprecated war. 
^Accordingly her Minifter Bolgakof, and the 
^uftrian Internuncio Herbert, concerted at 
Sevaftopol, with the French Minifter Segur, z 
new plan of conciliation, by which Ruffia re- 
ceded from all her pretenfions, and acquiefced 
in all the demands of the Porte. Herbert and 
^d Bulgakof departed for Conftantinoplc with 
this plan of pacification, which was diipatched 
to, and approved at, Verfailles. The Emperor 
feparated from the Emprefs, and returned to 
Viennaj and Catherine went backfto Petcriburg; 
^nd every body imagined that tranquillity would 
J)e re-eftabli(hed more firmly than ever* But 
the Britifti Cabinet foon deftroyed thofe hopes; 
and the Pruffian government, dircftcd .by its in- 
fluence, but too fucceftfuUy afiifted its xnn* 
fures. 

Whilft Choifeul laboured to neftorc /union - 
betwixt the Ruffians and Turks ; the Englifli 
and Pruffian Minifters reprefenting to the Grand i 
Vizier, that having incurred great exp^ce in 
coUefting an army, he muft be ruined if that 
p>:pcnce . becan;\e ufelefs; that the Imperial 

Courts^ 
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Gouits^ which deceived hint, >^ted onljrtiiltil 
the troops of the Grand Sigttidr (h^ld be dif^ 
banded to attack him; that the moment m§ 
&vourable for revenging bimfdf on the athbi^ 
tion of thie Ruffians, fince the fiittperor was^oecii- 
I»ed by the diflurbances in hk own dbminiond/|^ 
and that the Ruffian Empire, in watlt' of mbneyi 
was a prey to the mail dnsadfaj famine; the 
King of Fruffia promifed to reftrain the Ettipe- 
ibr; England to arth Sweden. The Poles were' 
tirged to (hake off the Mufcovite yoke> and if 
France abandoned her ancient allies, at leaft- 
thei^ was nothing to be feared from her, fince 
her government, embarrafled by the derange- 
ment of her finances, had ftiewh, by convoking 
the NMables^ her inability to interfere in the 
afikirs. of others. By this^ dextrous policy. 
Count Hertzbeig at once fotthd means of mul- 
tiplyii^ the emb^raffments of thief Emperor, 
and of punifliing Ruffia;; for having quitted the 
alUance. with his mafter : and tbfe Englilh were 
perfuaded, that in cafe of a rupture, France 
would be obliged' either to give up the advan- 
tages of her treaty with Ruffia, if (he fupported* 
the Turks, or to lofe her influence in the 
I^evant^ if (he abandoned them. Tliis machi- 
avelian fyttem and language completely fuc- 
cbeded* The Divan, encoumged by the^ hopes 
, ;t. which 
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plan» rofe in ft9 iJebisM^ds; made a prQpdEl, 
through the mcdtuiil of Choi&ul Gouffier, to 
■the Court of Peterfborg, xrf another {^ of 
conciliation, the articles ofivblch were o£u lu*- 
ture to difguft a lefs irritable vanity than that 
of Catherine. Thefe new propofids i;rerc re* 
ceived by that Princefs a few days afiter her re* 
turn to Peterihurg; and Ae was fo much afmid 
of fuch a rupture in the iituation in which (be 
then was ; that, to the great furprize of tb^ 
French Minifter, fhe acquiefced, without befi- 
tation, to all the propofitions of the Divan; 
l*he French Minifter was preparing to dilpatcH 
a courier to Conftantinoplcia order to cany 
this unexpefted intelligence, when beJearjied 
that the Grand Signior, without waiting foF 
this anfwer, had fent the Ruffian Minifter to \ 
the Seven Towers, and had juft declared war 
agaipft Ruma. Thus ceaTed the tranfient calni 
which Europe had enjoyed ; and it will (bon be 
ieen how this flame, which was kindled io tho 
eaft, was by deg4;ees extended, and finilhed by 
drawing after it an ^Imoft vniverfal devai^tion. 
War was fcarcely declared, but every poW^ 
was. thinking of the part it would be convenient 
to take in it. 

France 
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Fraqce ami Spain* no* wifljing^ithcr to fup- 
p(Mt;tbe aggreffiofl of the Turks, or to fuffer 
their entire deftruftion, determined to remain 
neutral, and employed their whole endeavours 
to terminate the war by mediation. The En> 
percET, who was dcfirous to avoid the perform- 
anoe of his engagements, feconded the pacific 
efforts of thefe two powers ; arid did not deter- 
mine on hoftilities till he had unfuccefsfully ex- 
haufted all conciliatory meafurcs. Poland took 
advantage of thefe circumftances, }n order to 
prepare for the recovery of her independence. 
The King of Sweden, afFeAing an unfounded 
^xiety, pretended he was afraid of being at- 
tacked, in order to cover the aggreflion which 
he had in contemplations and England as well 
as Pruffia, enflaming the courage of tht Turks; 
exciting the hopes of Poland; inftigating the 
ambition of the Court of Sweden : fomenting 
the troubles of Brabant; deceiving the probity 
of Spain; and fupporting the Stadtholder*s pre- 
tenfions againft the States of Holland, made all 
Europe, in a fhort time, an immenfe fields of 
intrigues, of difcord,^and of carnage. 

It is now neceflary to quit the caft, and 
turn our view towards Holland, where a revo- 
lution was brewing; the various chances, and 
the rapidity of which, have had but too much 

influence 
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iflflueaoe on the events that have followed; 
fiace it every where inflariied the lefentments of 
the friends of libertjrj and deceived the zbSaiMMtc 
governments; by perfuading them that the 
iame means, may every where fuccced wth the 
(amc fecility- 
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Jl he United Provinces have bj^en alwajrs vlI" 
temately quoted by the adherents to abfoljute go- 
vernment, and by the friends of liberty, to ferve 
as a fupport to their different fyftems; and the 
partifans of authority have, in the frequent 
troubles of this country; in the weaknefs of its 
government, when it was deprived of a chief; 
in the zenith of its glory, when the Princes of 
Orange have faved it by their talents, and ren- 
dered it illuftrious by their yiftories; found nu- 
merous arguments to prove the danger of the 
diflemination of powers, and the neceiSity of 
their concentration in the hands of a fingle 
perfon. To thefe reafonings, the Republicans 
have oppofed a pidure of the mifery and ob- 
fcurity of thefe Provinces, when under the do- 
minion of Spain; and -that of their fplendour 
and profperity fince they gained their indepen- 
dence. Never, indeed, fay they, at ariy period, 
or in any place, did Liberty more rapidly extend 
her power, and make her magic' influence more 
fenfibly .felt. Spain was the moft formidable 
power in Europe, and her armies were fupported 
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iby the thunders of the Vatican. The poor 
and feeble inhabitants of a fmall countiry, dar- 
ingly ventured to brave KingSj Pppes, and the 
Ocean. Their poyerty and tteir boldncfs 
triumph at the fame time over all their enemies* 
Their religion is changed; their independence 
acknowledged; their country is defended from 
the attacks of the fea; their navy rivals the na- 
vies of England and of France; and their fori, 
though unfertile, becomes, by the induftrj^ of 
its inhabitants, the centre of the navigation of 
Europe, and the commercial depofitory of the 
riches of the world, 

Thefe two piftures are equally faithful, and 
might equally ferve to'^exhibit the truth, were 
the fpirit of party not, in its 'nature, blind; 
and would it hftea to eternal reafon, which de- 
clares, that all excefles are ahke dangerous; 
that uncontrouled liberty is as weak as bound- 
Jkfs authority; that anarchy and defpotifm 
equally debafe the human fpecles, whofe talents 
and dignity they annihilate; that the energy 
which* liberty produces, would be only fatal, 
were it deprived of the wifdom which preferves 
it; and that the well-eftabliftied balance of 
powers, can alone give a folid bafis to the pro- 
fperity of a nation, by guaranteeing at once 
the inhabitants and their property, both from 

VOL. I. . ,F the 
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the dangers 6( tyraniiy> and the calamities of 
Kcentiottfifefs. ' 

In all times> the (amecaufes uniformly pro- 
duce tlie fathe effefts. The love of Kberty, 
wett or ill regulated, cfxaiting the minds, and 
difplaying tSi the faculties of men, muft etery 
where multiply ftrength; and the Dutch, few 
in numbers, and without money, from the 
time they refolved to be free, have been war- 
like, commercial, and rich. An exccffive love 
of independence, produces diforder; weakens 
ftrength, by dividing it ; and deftro}'s the (prings 
which it ufes, by ftretching them too tight; 
thus the divided States General often faw their 
country invaded by their enemies, and a prey 
to inteftinc difcord. The evils of anarchy evince 
the neceffity of order; great crifes demand great 
talentsj and, on this account, we fee the Bata« 
vians reftore a firft magiftrate; fubjed their ar- 
mies to the orders of a Captain-General; and 
re-efkablifh their affairs by this lalutary concen- 
tration of powers. 

It is natural to moft men, to endeavour to 
increafe their power, and to abufe it. The 
Princes of Orange were all ambitious ; and, bf 
the difcontent they excited, caufing the grati-. 
tude they had infpircd to be forgotten, they 
rendered lefs folid, that authority which they 
5 ' . wilhed 
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niriflbed to extend too for; and thc]^ werie feveral 
times obliged to defcend to the rank of private 
citizens, for having endeavoured to r^ife theni- 
felves above the laws. Such arc the coiiftahty 
and evident caufes of the ftorrM, which have 
IbcceflJsriely burft forth in this codritry; 4rid, 
in oh/fefving difpaflionately the events of the R6- 
volufion of \Vhich we are now to fpeak; it will 
be clearly fefch, thit its uncertain birth, its tu- 
multuous progreft, and its rapid completion ; 
can be attributed only to a defeft in the balance 
of powers, to the ahibition of the chiefs, to the 
divifiohs amdng the hiagiftrates, and to the li- 
centioufneft of thfe people. 

The Republic was ill conftituted. ScVen 
provinces, independent, in refpiea of their in- 
ternal government, and united only as to mat- 
ters of peace, \Var, and alliances, formed a maft 
fer <oo tinfolid. Brabant, Flanders, the pais dc 
ta g&neraUtiy without rcprefentatibh ; feveral 
tOwn^ deprived of the rights. Which thfeir origi- 
nal poverty had prevented them froni enjoying; 
the flat country, without any other fupport than 
fhe equeftrian order, which hid often interefts 
cppofite to its welfare; the very uncertain po- 
litical exifteilce of the Stadtholders, who had 
tooMittle pow^r by law, and too much influence 
in fajS; produced in the interior of the ftate, 
' ' F 2 continual 
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continual fources of troubles; and always pre- 
fented to foreigners>eafy means to diffeminatedif- 
cord there, and to eftablifh their preponderance. 
After the abolition of the Stadholderate, by 
the celebrated, and unfortunate De Witt, when 
William III. had been called to deliver Holland 
from the arms of Louis XIV,, that Prince^ 
taking advantage of the enthufiafm which he 
excited, deprived three provinces of the right 
of eledion, under the pretext of punilhing 
them; and, at their expence, increafed his 
pow^r by the regulation of 1674. This regu- 
lation, and the right of difpofal of the move- 
ments of the troops, at his pleafure, for one 
campaign, were proofs of a confidence rendered 
neceflary by circumftances, and which ought to 
have ceafed with thofe circumftances. But the 
. Princes of Orange never wi(hed. afterward^ . to. 
relinquifti thefe rights; and , unfolding, by this, 
pretenfion, the defire of perpetuating their dic- 
tatorfliip, they alfo perpetuated the diyifipa 
which this ftruggle muft* naturally exdte be- 
tween the friends of the Republic, and its firft 
magiftrate. A new abolition of the Stadholde- 
rate was the confequence. The war of i74i> 
the fucceffes of the enemies, and the weaknefs 
of the conftitution, m^de the Dutch again feel 
the neceffity of a Chief. In 1748, they re- 

eftablfthed 
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ieftabliflied the Stadliolderate, in the.perfon of 
William IV. They made it hereditary in his 
family, and put him in pofleffion of all the 
privileges of his predeceflbrs ; availing them- 
felves of forms eqpally infufHcient to enfure the 
liberty of the people, and to fatisfy the ambi- 
tion of the Prince. The fame caufe of miftrufl 
continued, and the calm could not be lafting. 
The laflitude of the nation, and the wifdom 
of William IV., prolonged it; but this flame, 
not well extinguiftied, again lighted up, by thq 
war of 1778, between France and England, and 
kept up by the intrigues of thefe two powers, 
at length burft out, with violence, in 1786, 
under the government of William V., who ex- 
hibited all the ambition of his anccftors, with- 
out inheriting their talents. 

When a Prince is dethroned, feeling minds, 
who abhor all diforder, pity him, and condemn 
his enemies. Envious men, and thofe of little 
minds, who would have flattered him in his 
grandeur, infult him in his misfortunes. It is 
the hiftorian's duty to obferve the caufes of his 
fell,, and to judge him impartially, as he would 
be judged bypotterity; but it muft be acknow- 
ledged, and experience generally proves it, that 
a government, long and legally eftabliflied, is 
never overturned, but from its own errors, and 
- F 3 before 
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)>efore its fa,^, it mufl: have cptnmitt^ ycry &• 
rious faults; for the authority with Y^hich it is 
inveftcd, gives it numberlefs means pf prevent- 
ing or repreffing revolt; and in this Jcind of war 
alpne, it is much more eafy to defend than to 
attack. 

If we ftudy, with fomc atteniipn^ th^ ch^- 
rader of thofe Princes, who have loft th^jr ppwcr 
by revolutions, we (hall conftantly rep^f rk thp 
abfurd haughtinefs which init^es^ and thq 
half-enefgy which provokes, infurredion; the 
wealqiefs which makes it fucceed, and the dif- 
pofition to revenge, which deftroys every me^n^ 
of conciliation, by removing all hope of tran- 
quillity. '!l^his mixture of pride, anger, and 
weaknefs, compofed, as we Ihall prefently fee, 
the charader of William V., and of the Princefs 
of Orange, fifter of Frederic William II. ; and 
their falfe meafures, the inevitahje eflfeds o{ 
thef^ errors, irritating, by degrees, a people 
|)hlegmatic and difficult to be moved, drew 
upon them all the misfortunes with which they 
were overwhelmed, and from which the Pruffian 
arms only gave them a momentary deliver- 
ance. 

The Princes of ,Naflau had all readily felt, 
that infpiring, as they did, a ^uft umbrage in 
the friends of liberty,, by their riches and their 

power. 
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pow^r, th^ eia^t to employ tha^ ptMver i^ ^ 
^we the tFanqijiillity g( their c^Botfy; to ia- 
f^^Cc the /(rqfnfi|crcial prdpenty ^of the IUpt)t> 
hi^; and to maM jt^ ;uns reipeSi/ed. The eft^ 
^i/hment of the Sta4tl^lderate h%d foldy' th^ 
obje^ s wd it was ncc^fl^ary for ey^ry Gaptai<> 
General to acqaii=e glory » la OBckr to #xc^{e b% 
-erfevation. The pr^ccieflfer^ of WiHiam V. h^A 
compjfitcly undprftood this truth; and the fple«h 
dour whkh th^y fted oyer the Republic, ba4 
i03pofed filence on the eaemic3 of their autho- 
rity. The new Stadtholder loft fight of this great 
pl?je<a:; wd, yindipd by a narrow policy^ he fa+ 
cri^oefl the ambitioij of glory, which wouM 
have ntiade him beloved, to that of power^ 
which R>ftde him hatedf Fpw words will fufficf 
to eviiMjeHkis new fyftemt and to develope aU 
its coflfequpnees, 

Th^ Republic, fefWe on the continent, brtt 
powerful from its qolonie^ and its commerce i 
long felt that, placed between France and Engr 
}and> and a viiftim to the part which it took iti 
their difputes, its true intereft was to maintaia 
neutrality, and not to take up arms, except 
againft the power that would abfolutcly force it 
into that meafure. But the only means of. pro*. 
ferving its riches, and making its neutrality re* 
ipcfted, was to keep up a formidable navy, and 
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to exert idl its powers to this putpoie. France, 
governed by i pacific King, did not cantracfrft 
this national difpofition, and even wi(hed that 
the Dutch Navy (hould be fufficiently powerful, 
to deprive the Engli(h of the proud hope, of 
the dominion of the feas^. France, being nd 
longer coniiucror, her land force became but a 
Iccondary obje<5t; and this force, always hoftib 
to liberty, was rather diminiftied than increafed. 
Such was, on this point, the opinion of th!e 
Dutch: the views of the Prince, on that 
fubje<9', were diametrically oppofite to thofe of 
the nation. The navy was n«ceflary to the 
Republic, but altogether unneceflary to the 
power of the Captain-General i he negleftcd, and 
was even fufpefted of wifliing to facrifice it. 
The Und force^ ufelefs to the Republic, offered 
to its head all the m^ans of increafing his au- 
thority; it became the fole object of his care: 
and as England, the natural enemy of every 
maritime power, entered perfeftly into iks, 
Prince's views, it thence naturally refulted, that 
William V. became the determined enemy of 
the French, and fubjeded himfelf to a depend- 
ance on the Britifli Cabinet, while his nation 
bccame^^laily, more and more irritated againft 
England, and more united with France. 



^ 
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In the mean time, ^wat W2tS 4i^rdi between 
Ff^ce and England : ibe SeaJtes*iSitlfeiral mam-* 
fefted the wife ^d firm wi(h of-'prcfervii^^a 
neutrality. The Englifh government, thilikil^ 
itfelf fure of the compliance and the inadii^tj 
of the Prince of Orange, took pofieffion.of the 
Dutch (hips, in defiance of the law of luttiotis^ 
and no rq)rif2d was made for that infult* Tte 
States- General addreffed Catherine II., who ptit 
hcrfelf at the head of a maritime confederacy of 
the Northern Nations, to caufe refpedl to be paid 
to neutral flags, by the Belligerent powers. The 
Stadtholder, unable to oppofe fo wife a mea- 
fure; fent to Ruffia an Ambaflador, of all othew 
the lead capable to condu A a negociation, and 
the m6ft fitted to make it mifcarry; but the 
miffion with which he was intrufted, was fo eafy, 
that, notwithftanding all the dilatorinefs an^ 
awkwardnefs of the Ambaflador, the acceflion 
to the armed neutrality was figned, to the great 
difl[atisfa6kion of the Prince and of England. No 
fooner had the latter power intelligence of the 
tceaty being figned, than ftie declaj*ed war 
againfl: the Republic^ and the Stadtholder Tound 
himfelf obliged to join the French, whom he 
detefted, and to contend with England, which 
he confideced as his ^pport. 

Thus, 
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.. Tbii$,ifolgj>tting tte m»»iw pf his i^c- 
4^^rsi ai»d tbe p»ft w^i^lj lie ou^t to J^vp 
plajcd, Tjtr fifom difplaying 4 gU)tU)u& »<^jjyk 
ite fr:Shibit«d 9, cvilpabi^ negligpnce. Dmf ^ 
ilw crkfi i)f the Dutch p^opl^, ^ kodifg * 
fOmplyiflg car to th«ir. eq^iW^si alwwjouiag t^ 
JWM}jC:Cif hi3 flag; ^ allowing hiipfelf to hf 
fofpeftfld of hcipg an accomplice of the pcwf jt 
l^ iBeant to humble ; he loft (be co^fi^cupe c^ 
-^1$ poutttry, and infl^tju^d the irniigi^Ltioa of 
f)^e fwmJs of lih^rty^ who could not endure ^ 
(^hicf> but when he apptailpd neceflary to thmi 
glory, ai|d to the fafety of the Republic* Ar^* 
fient midds, ambitious men, faftious perfoas^i 
^ho, like the winds, arc found ewry where ready 
to prufli a veflel ill coadufted, e^crly profit^<| 
by the pretjexts afforded them by the Stadt- 
holderian cant; and every day this Priace, 
iiP^cenfed and- incapable of diffimulation, fiur-" 
^ilhed freflu food for their hatred, and nejv 
oiQcaliona for their complaints* . He was accufed 
of' having given orders to prevent the junftioipi 
q{ the fmall force?, which th^ RppiU^iliq had at 
&a. Zoutmann and Kinfberg, liftening only, 
to their zeal, and in dirobeclieni;^ to their in«. 
ftrudtions, formed a juu<3:ion, and .defeated the 
Englifh. This battle of jthe.JQQgger-bank, at, 
once excited the enthufiafm of the Dutch, and 

their 
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!^ fp knpd^fo 2(^ to pvi ^ bad fecc^tion to 
J^ yM%Qff, w4 |i,Qt te conce^ tbadiflatirfafi* 
t|9f> hf feft 9R thiliSaJifini* triwrftph. Nca^ 
3J&^}^ dmjop, .1^ \ga{B, i^d. h^. gtYfe; ^LiCpportu^ 
pity JS9 thfi ii^uJ?liCjinJ[ejUft tO gsrfber laHfd?; 
pfa^ew^s ifOiy:Iii^ in i7%j/ild ticiStatek^ 

b?g op,\y 9fi .t|ie affft^n^ irf FjaiK:fi,wbi(th..tbeq 
jtprcpifiatecjl^ ^t jier jaxp^flcje,' a CQftteft tKat had 
takw pl^^rb^tyvgcR tji^ E^ipenor Jofeph and 
fhe Repul^liq, pQnp|vii}$d| With Ixmis XVI. aa 
alliance, which conjpkte^ the f xafperation of 
the prince, wlj^^^e wMp flfiUtieal plan was thus 
^ef^te(^. 

It w^ ^pt iqp| |pK^r« the fermentaf ion, oct 
allied by \v^ poniJu^dt, bUvft forth.. Not fa- 
tjsfied with t\xt prerpgativia: pf his predecefii^s, 
iw h^d wi%4 tP ^plargei thwn, hy tyriting let- 
ters to io4^eiicf the ejeftion oi the magiftrates 
of tftwns, ai^d 4?p^tie§ to tte States: h^ hoped 
thi^t he J?ii^t cpwr^irt thUcilftottn intp a ri^tj 
fnd th^t, \>^. this iw^ng, iwting the legiflative 
goyyer wi^tlji the eifecutive, his authority would 
have no bouncjsj but this was at once too 
opfsnly u^o^fting himfelf, and chufing an im- 
'proper tioii? fpr fuch an innovation. Never 
«?fc »pn's. mittd§ lefs ^§>afed to this; and the 

patriotic 
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patriotic party^ heated by the national- difcon- 
tcnt, and fupportcd by the French Govern- 
ment, anfw^ed thefe attacks^ by forming otheni 
againfl: the jEtbuTes of th^ Stadtholdeiian author 
rity. The abolition of the prerogative arro- 
gated by the Prince, of abne paffing through 
the northern gate of the palace, in order to 
repahr to the hall of the States, was the unim- 
portant coounencement of this great difpute* 
Inftead of wifely yielding this frivolous point; 
or of nego$:iating, the Prince wiflied to raife a 
commotion ag^nft the Deputy Giflaer, who had 
firfl: dared to pafs this way. 

The tumult was appeafed; and from it there 
refulted, what always happens in civil broils, a 
plot, which being defeated, gives ftrength to 
the party againft whom it is formed. The irri- 
tated States of Holland, exercifing their right 
of fovereignty, inveiled a committee with the 
immediate command of the place. The Prince 
had it yet in his power to negociate: the patri- 
otic party, little s^eed as to what he might do, 
uncertain of the majority, having only the mi- 
litia (rf the citizens to oppofe againft the regular 
troops of the Stadtholder, and dreading the 
gold of England, and the refentment of PruflSa, 
had made no diflSculty of feeking fome , means 
of reconciliation, and even offered to divide the 

command 
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command^ between the cty^ ^nd: the militaiy* 
But the vanity, of the Stackhplder, and of the 
Princefs> immediately ^eftr<>yed every poflibility 
of accommodation ; and the fbita^r, forgetting 
that he was the firft fubjeft of the Republic, 
fpqke with the; haughtinefs of an abfolute mo* 
narch, whofe authority was difowned. 

If he had relpeAed republican forms, in 
wishing to defend eVen the moil contefted of 
his prerogatives, it ai^ared certain, that the 
Anti-ftadthoWerian party would never have been 
able to obtain the rapid fuccefs and increafe, 
which it gained from theie impolitic meafures* 
In every country, the men, who wifti to raife 
commotions, are always in the minority^ the 
majority wi(h for order and peace ; they long 
bearinjuftice, in order to preferve their tran*' 
quillity ; and a government muft, by its faults,: 
^umifti a great number of pretexts to the infiir- 
gent party, before it can inflame the minds 
of this peaceable majority. As foon as the 
Prince of Orange difplayed the pretenfions of 
a King, the States of the different Provinces, 
oppofed him with republican pride; the inha*) 
bitants rofe in all parts againft this impolitic 
arrogance, and fought to difei^age themfelves 
from an improper influence, the dangers ^ 
which he hiiipfelf unfolded. At; Utrecht, all the.- 

m^iftratjjj 
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magiftratej ^itr^hmgtd : tlife ^^^6d ^m 
alone faUkd ob t^' ^rt J6f thg-PriAdt. Jti 
fcT^ral towns of (5«^re^^ d^cf-YlM, Zcal^,* 
Grottnigeh, and dll thf<«ighemt l5eBa«d, th<j' 
rcgiilatiofi of 1 ^74 wsis ariAullddi ^ ^*as the 
ngIitofpatdit,wiikh had iftt^^ f lie Gapt^f^- 
General ohly with a pifeedti&tis eluthority, but 
which they had wifhed to r6fider pfermaii*nt. 

The Stadtholder, infte^ of neg6ciififig rfc- 
fpe<ftmg.thcfe reclatnations^ by availihg himfdf 
of the majority which he hsld in the ^atds- 
G^neral; in order to biilaftc^ that whiSi his 
enemies had acquired in fevWil pr6vindal 
States, attempted, by an edid, to ch^ck iht 
liberty of the prefs; and, dictating to the illegal 
and incoitlplete States of Utrecht, whoaffim-** 
bled at Artiersfort, the orders which he wifhed 
to execute, he fent troops to fubjeft the tov^ns^ 
of Haltem and Elburg; to his obedience. This 
aft of violence roufed dl the Republicans, and dl 
the inhabitaiits of tbtf two cities attacked : 6ld 
men^ woxnenr ^nd children, quitted t&eir homer 
to'prcferve their liberty, leaving the conqueror* 
ocdy a defeirt, and every where fpi'ead the con- 
ftcrriation and ri^e which fucceeded. 

-This event .vas the flgnal of civil war, which 

^as equally wiflied for by the Engliffi,' v^o 

could iKJt -bear that the Jlejpublic ftiould be 

-,. happy 
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Ite^pjr and trahqtiil tinder the prot6<^rotl bf 
France ; and by tfie keen patriots, whd, con-| 
cesdmg their vidws nnder the pretence of a 
fimple defence of their rights, aimed, in fadJ;, at 
the entire abolition of the Stadtholderate. Th^' 
attack direftcd a^inft Haltem and Eiburg pro- 
duced the moft fively fermentation at the 
Hague : the States of Holland threatened the 
Prince to deprive him of all his appointrfients, 
unlefs he put a flop to hoftilities. He an- 
swered, by an infulting excufe, pretending only 
to have executed the order which he himfelf 
Had didated to the States of Amersfort. The 
irritated patriots proceeded to the fufpenfion 
of all his powers ; the flame of difcontent,. 
quickly pervading almoft all the provinces, the^ 
moft complete revolution wouI<i have been the. 
inevitable conftquente, had not the death of 
Frederic the Great fuddenly changed the face * 
of .affairs, and afforded to the Prince of Orange 
a fupportf, of which he had always been de- 
prived from the wife policy of that great King* 
iBeing fick, he chargecf the Duke of Brunf- 
wick, in the end of 17S5, to inform La Fa- 
yette, who was then at Berlin, that it was not 
his intention to fupport the influence oif the 
Englirii in Holland ; that he could aflure the 
, Cabinet of Verlailles, that his pretenfions were 

confined 
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confined to preferving an honourable lltuation 
to the Stadtholder, and his children ; and that 
be \yould take no part in that difpute, if France, 
did not infift on the abolitjpn of the Stadtholder* 
ate* . On that point M. de Vergennes com* 
pletely fatisfied the Court of BerKn. But Fre- 
deric William, more alive to the interefts of the 
Princefs of Orange, his fifter, than to the wel- 
fare of his kingdom; and excited by the Count 
de Hertzbertg, who feconded the views of Eng- 
land, becaufe Prince Henry, inclined towards 
France, fent to the Hague the Count de Gcertz, 
an able, but violent politician, with inftruftions 

more adapted to inflame, than to appeafe, the 
minds of the Dutch. • A mediator, without any 

perfoh having required his mediation ; and giv- 
ing rather orders than advice ; confidering the re- 
liftance of Republicans, as oppreffion ; treating an 
independent power as a rebellious province; he 
inevitably occafioned the war, which his influence, 
had it been more wifely direfted, might have 
prevented ; arid expofed himfelf to the double 
danger of drawing PrufSa into a war with 
France and Aufl:ria, had the Cabinet of Ver- 
failles been more energetic ; and of completing 
the ruin of the Prince of Orange, who had 
only five or fix thoufand men to oppofe to the 
patriots, the 5tat^s of Holland having with- 
draw 
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drawn froo? l»im tbeir money an4 : tUcir troops, "" 
and their Swifs regiments having xeceived or- 
ders from the qaditon of BeniQ to-remgiA Jicu- 
-tral id tbisxiifp^te. The^vid^nce of thexian- 
. ger of this pofition prevailed, at length, over 
the paflSons of the Count de Hertzberg, the 
complaints of |he Priiicefs, and the arts of 
England. Frederic William, (layered by the 
reprefentations of Efterno, the Minifter of 
France, and afraid of the danger into which 
he might fall by an inconfiderate ftep ; like- 
wife, always iqcUried to repent quickly of the 
m^afyres he adopted with precipitation y fud- 
denly changed his plans and his language, 
fent more pacific inftrudipns to bis Minifter, 
and direded him to enter on a negociation, 
which might have re-eftabliOied tranquillity in a 
fblid manners if t^e machiavelifm of Sir James 
Harris, the refentment of the Princefs of 
Qrange, and the weaknefs of the Court of 
France, had not united to overturn all the 
plans of reafoA, .and deftroy all the combina- 
jion^ g^ pr^ij^nce. 

While the Minifter Efterno, with judgment, 
•ppveilqd tl^ truth,* to the eyes of Frederic 
Wyiiamj ;Fraft^e, in order to bring about an 
acqcHnmodation, ient Rainneval to the Hague. 
^TITis wife and enlightendnegociator quickly fuc* 

VOL. I. o ceeded 
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ceeded in ' making the Dutch fenfible of the 
danger into \irhich their ardour led them. The 
patriots relaxed refpefting the articles of the 
command of the city, and the regulation of 
167^1.; and they made the Stadtholder propo- 
fitions, the fuccefs of which appeared fo much 
the more probable, as they were diftated by 
France, and approved by the Count dc Goertz, 
who, in conformity to the new inftruftions of 
his Court, no longer liftened to the artful 
counfels of the Englifh Minifter, Harris.. But 
if this accommodation wodd confolidate the 
happinefs of the Republic; re-eftablilh, on more 
fure bafes, the authority of the Prince, and the 
liberty of the people ; fatisfy Pruflia, tranqui- 
lize France ; and guarantee Europe againft the 
calamities of war ; it was too much contrary 
to the ambitious views of the Britifh Cabinet, 
for this Court not to endeavour to oppofe it 
by every poffible means^ France, vi<ftorious in 
America; the ally of Spain and of Auflxia; the 
protcftrefs of Holland ; the friend of Pruffia; 
enjoying unrivalled influence atConft^ntinopIe; 
fubfidizing Sweden; and on the point of form- 
ing commercial connexions with Ru(fia; was 
too ftrong an objeft of jealoufy to thefe 
haughty iflanders, who cannot enjoy their li- 
berty and their riches in peace ; and who wifli 

inceflantly 
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; mcd^^ilj to difturb the ,quiet of the conti- 
pent, from which nature has feparated them; 
. wh"4p^ France will, as (he ought to do, difpute 
with them the empire of the feas. Sir James 
Haitis, now Lord Malmelburyj the Englilh 
* Mipift^r, ^was the moil proper man to accom- 
pjifti, in fuch circumftances, the views of the 
^ 'Court of London. Aftive in intrigue, fruitful 
in projeds, indifferent refpefting the means, and 
inyeterately hating France ; he appeared more 
animated than t^e Stadthplder againft the. pa- 
triots ; and would have difplaycd the fame ar- 
dour for the republican, party,, if the French 
. had fupported the Stadtholder's caufe. Peace 
wpulcj deftroy all thefe hopes; civil war would 
prcfppte them; he therefore fought every means 
, to ^e^der reconciliation impoffible; and his 
fuccefs was as cafy as it was complete. 
, He bad readily feen, that the Stadtholder could 
not be, himfelf, either very ufeful to his friends, 
or forniidablc to his adverfaries. The pride of 
the Princefs of Orange, -and her more • hafty 
and ii^flammable charafter, presented to him 
.more certain nqfources, and of thefe he pro- 
\ fitpd with ability. Flattering her paffions, en- 
tering into her views^ pi^yi^ her, misfortunes, 
and exaggerating her dangers; he foon gained her 

confidence, and dired^ed her. meafyres. If tHe 

" ■ *■ (f ' ■ ..*^ .... 2 
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propofifioris (jf thfe ^tktcs weite liot.altdgethier 

* accepfable, they were at Idaft of a nkture'to 
"defervedlfciiffion, add evidently IlieWed tfec 

^efilTs and the jpofebility of a reconciliatioh* 
Harris dreaded the rcfult : any negotiation 
might bring about an agreement, or avert 
.'the explofibn, he wKhed. To break it off, 
■^'e prevented the Prince from difcuflion^; anfl, 
"^fcy his advice, thePrincefs of Orange, who, as 
a public character, was not known in the Re- 
public, herfelf anfwered the Pruffian Minifter; 
ahnounced, that her hufband rejefted all the 
propofitions; and declared, that the only means 
of re-ellablithiAg tranquillity, was to reftorc 
things entirely to the footing on which th^y 
liad formerly beeh j to render to the Prince, 
without refefve, all the improper privileges, 
which he confidered as irtconteftible rights; and 
"^to retrad all the errors committed by the 
States. An anfwer, fo completely negative ; a 
'meafut-e fo unfbrefeen; a cohduft fo unconfti- 
HutlonaU exafperated all minds, inflamed the 

* rage of men attached to liberty, gave a majority 
'Wthe party wifliitig to abolifti the Stadtboi- 

Serkte, and reduced to filence the friends 6f 

"peace; who* could no longer, withbut fhamc, 

Tpeak of *an kcc^ommodation, that had been re- 

^fufed in a manner fo in'fulting. The explbGon 

^ produced 
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product by this event, broke off al|L negoci^- . 
ti(pm Goertz returned to Berlin, ^nd Rainn^.- 
v4 to Paris. The Prince of Or^r^e advanced- 
his troops, and endeavoured tfi feduce thoi^ a^ . 
t\k9 States of Holland. The patri9t3 took up . 
arp[^s, threw forces into the city of y trecht 5 . 
the j^epublic became a field of battle, and 
every one of her affembJies wa? 4 tl;ieatre of. 
iptrigue aod drfcord. 

At Amfterdam, and at Rotterdam, all tlic, 
Magiftrates were changed, and |;hc Rcvolutiqa 
was complete. The Stadfl^older wiibed to cut, 
off , the communication between y trccht and^ 
Holland. His troops encountered thofe oi, 
t-Jie States on the 9th of May, 1787, at Ju« 
phat? ; and the patriots, commanded by Avcr^ 
hoult, beat the Prince's forces, and obljged 
them (o Fetreat. The States of Holland th^ 
declared the union diffolved^ and the Prince 
aofwered their manifefto, by iflliing an order 
to the States of Utrecht, to defend tbeif pror 
yince againft the invalion threatened by that 
of Holland. The Stadtholder, at this moment^ 
faw almofl: all the particular States of the 
provinces ^ainft him ; but the majority of th^ 
States- General often inclined in his favour; and 
this uncertainty in their refolutions, offering 
no folid profped to the army, a party of tbe 
03 officers 
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officers and foldiers adhered to the Prince's I 
ftandard; Sir James Harris, fupporting the^ 
Stadtholdcrian Court, with his money and in- 
trigues, put in motion the populace in feveral 
towns, and excited commotions in favour of 
the Prince of Orange. The Hollanders, in or- 
der to reCft their attacks, external and internal, 
formed free corpse and, to give their proceed- 
ings more force and rapidity, they inverted a 
committee of a few perfons, with an almoft 
didtatorial power. In this ftate pf things, it 
muft be evident, to the dulleft capacity, that 
the fate of the Republic would depend on the 
condud of Pruffia, and of France. 

The patriots and the St^tholder were equally- 
deficient in prudence and addrefs. The Prince 
too openly unmafked his defire of obtaining the 
abfolute power, which the conftitution denied 
hitn; he irritated the parties, whom he ought to 
have managed and divided, and he had not fuffi- 
cient means to fubjugate his enemies. The pa- 
triots, ill agreed, and confulting their paffions 
more than the national will, far from confining 
tbemfclves to a falutary reform, openly aimed at 
"fheVibolition of the Sladtholderate. They had 
neglefted to take the means necclTary for (ecur- 
ing a majority in the States-Generals and this 
♦ . fault 
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feuJt paralifcd all the meafures, whi^h required 
the qlofeft union, and the greateft celerity. 

, Their forces were, befides, too few to accom-, 
plilli their plans ^ they had the imprudence ta 
intruft them to the Rhingrare of 5alm^ a man 
of genius^ intrigu^, and adivity ; hut a foldier 
withput reputation, and a politician without 
morality j who adopted the plaa^of expelling 
t}ie Prince pf Qrange,, opjyin the hope, of fuc^ 
ceediog bypi and who cca^d taferve the Re-i 
pul^ican party wjth fidelity, as, foon as he was 
convinced that they would not have . a Chiefs 
This Rhingraye of Salto, having pej-fuaded the 
leading people ^at the Jtlagwe, tliat he had a great 
de4, of intereft at VeHailles,. and thofe at Vcr-^ 
fajlles,, t^at/he bad C9n(^derable influence in 
Holland s obtained, in faft, in both countries, 
what he ^cfired: he ended, by betraying bQth; 
and jv^s 9ne of the principal caufes of the ruin 
pf the States, which would probably have been 
faved^-thad they given their full confidence to 
the virtuous and brave Vanriflel; but. their 
blindnefs was their deftrudion. In this equi* 
librium of faults, and bad management, it is to 
be believed, that both parties, too weak Xq 
deftroy each other, would have been obliged to 
come to ai| acqoipmod^tion, ifPruflSa and 
France had been united to advife them ; or if 

G 4 neither 
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ttcither cf tliem had wiffied ta picddle m thek 
difput^s. Sir James Harris quitikfy fiek, that, 
either in the one or the other cafe, $11 his views 
*rouId ije deftroyed, and that fie nmft ibfo- 
fately dctermirte Frederic WiHiam to tafcff an 
ifitivc part in this conteft. This ititerprife did 
rtot appear eafy. The King of Pjruffia ctMilrf 
not but dr^d engsiging in a witr, tbaf woctkl 
draw on him the arms of France, nnked with 
thofe of Auftria and Rufliac Btit Harris knew, 
that the little paffions have mote power ovec 
men of moderate talents^ thafa great pditica! 
interefts. He made uft of means, ap^>arently 
puerile; but the bcft adapted to the nature of 
the inftruments, of which he meant t<ya?ail 
htmfclf, and to the charafter of the monarch, 
whom he wiftied to expofe. 

At the time, when men's minds Were moffi 
animated, in the midft of the tumuk of cinips, 
the cry of fadtions, and the ihock of atms ; 
the Princeft of Orange, without any previous 
negociation, and without notice to any m^i* 
ftratci fet off coolly from Loo, and took the 
road to the' Hague; where the populace, excited 
by Sir James Harris, were difpofed to revolt. 
It is eafy to conceive, the furprife* which muft 
have been occafioned by this unforefeen jour- 
ney, at a moment when the Stadtholder was di- 
5 vefte4 
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▼cftrf ^ aH'iti?? ett^lc^ments, by ^tc States* dF 
Holland^, ^ahtfvrhtn his^ trtops were at war mth 
thofe of ihkt proTmcci The Prmcefi, havtog 
arrived at tHe fromier, was ftopped, by a 'milfc- 
tary poft, at Welcfie-flu?s; She- w^^treated witiii 
every rcfpeftdue tcr herrai^ ; but THfa» not pit- 
mkted to conttnue her route. Sfie compflaaticrf 
limdly to the States, of l!i6 obftacJe^ 6ppofed tty 
her JQunwjy; arid wrote ta the King, her bro*^ 
f her, ta itiate him "e^infider her itfeflattoh as- zt^ 
outra^,' whirft he ou^ht to revenge. 

Sir James Harris- had 'fotiefeerf, that if the* 
States* fuBfercd the Pririceft tov proceed to thfe 
Haigae, their weakhefs, and bet pr^fente, ih» 
ilaming the p6p\alaee, it would ibeeafy to excite 
a revolti whtchiiright crufli the patriotic party j 
thd that, if {hi was ftopped on her journey, the 
Krhg, of Wuffia; who had- more vanity thact 
i^dence, wmld^be irri tat edby^ this inftilt, an^ 
b^feve^hii 'honou? ihterefted td revenge the 
S^tit; The^ event jtiftiified his expeftation; 
heatrfe William ottered' his- 'AmbalTador, 
'fh^iXitrkftr; to^exatft irom the'Slktis an exeiii- 
pllSy^-faiisfaftron fnrhis fifttr, and to threaten 
thetn wtfh war, in cafe of refuial. ' 

The effcft of this Rngliih intrigue, was to 
prcxJuoe a' great commotion in Europe. The 
King of' PfyiBa ordered twenty thoufa^d mca 

to 
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tffcnia?fjtr into Weftphalia, uader thfj^comaoand. 
qf the Duke of Brunfwick. France was to af- 
fertile an army at Givet; and England armed^, 
to fupport the caufc of the Stadtholder. The 
pajtriots of Holland, in cwder to prevent this 
explofion, attempted a laft means of reconcilia- 
taon ; and ft a conference, held at the houfe of 
the French Apibaffador, Giflaer, the moft elo- 
quent, the moft able» and the moft iqlinuating, 
of his party, after having juftified, in the pre 1^ 
fence of Thulemeyer, the cqndji^ ^^ ^^^. ^^H?^ 
4nd proved, that it was didatqd by .prudepce, 
wd regulated by wifdom ; explajned with perr^ 
^icuity all the fads which ba4 deprived thq 
Stadtholdcfa not only of tl^e confidence, Uii^. 
even the efteem, of the nation ; and deq;)on^ 
ftrated, that any reconciliation with bicf^ ^7^ 
HOWrimpoffible^ but, at tl^e f^metiipp, ^^ QO^i^ 
fied to the Ambaflador, tha)t^;it^wa?^poflihle^£9fi 
a reconciliation to take place iyi|th< the Pnnfrei^f 
and her children, and to inyeft thcip witfj jt^ 
offices, and/the, :autbority,^whi<;h the Yx\^^j^ 
Orange had irrevocably loft, Xhis4^int^wf}}iflf 
was approved by France, did ijjgt. appear ,4if^ 
agreeable to the Prufliaa Minifterj and if this 
plan, wliich might pleafe Frederic William, 
Jiad been conceived, and farther developed, it 
niight, perljaps, have fijcp^eded j ,by t it waj 

too 
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tQolatei The;King of'Praffia, fta^gefod, att 
firft, hf the jdread of a war with Frahcc, haij,. 
^ length, . foraled hb refalution : the indcct- : 
fion of the Cabinet of VerfeiUes, had embdd«r 
encd that of Berlin; aid Thukmtycr,: after >c-' 
ceivkigfrefti. orders from the'King, demamfed 
that the States ihould write a letter of aiiok^f 
to hif fitter, and fubmit their diflefenccswidii 
theStadtholder,. to the partial and intendfted" 
jbcdiation dF England, and PniflSa; whitth ren-* 
dered ti^ mediation of France totaUy iUuforj. 
The States, reduced to defpair, .could not yeb 
think themfelves abandoned by the Court of 
Vcrfailles; they folicited the fuccours, that had 
been.promifed thpm j but they might, from that 
mdmentj have forefeen that this promife would 
be^TOifuHilled ; wheii they received, at the fame 
timci from that Court, the timid counfel, both 
to write the letter of apology required, and tq 
accept the mediation of their enemies. The 
jMiopolal of writing a letter of apology to the 
Ptincefs, overwhelmed the patriots with def- 
pair: it was equally difgraceful to accede to, 
and dangerous to refufe it. 

After long and tumultuous deliberations, 
Acy determined to fend a deputation to Bcriift, 
to explain their condufit, andappe^fe iherefent- 

' ment 
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ident of the King;, and they empbyed Eaala&t 
aufitm and ikilful Republican^ to peels i^be Uni 
mai of the fuccours, ivhtch bad t^ei^ proit; 
0ii&d'b]|P Louis XVL The fate ioClksRepubn 
lie feemed to depend oatbe ^ce& 06 thdSb bwm: 
A^htums; and the States t^ou^t^ they> 
fi^oold bare time, either tb aTert the war^ ottm 
bepr^red ksciu ^ut, ta their great fbrprife^ 
Thtilcmcycr demanded, within ibtor dajts,' rfiia 
810ft explicit apolc^. to, the Fiincefi, andt 
the pusufhment of the nloft eflteemed p^nots;» 
declaring, at the fame time, that, ojn the expi-^ 
latioa of this term, the PruflSao troops, ittcaJfe 
of refufel, or hefitation, (hould enter the terrii*' 
tory of the Republic, This declaratiQn:remaY©d 
the veil, which covered the ejaes of theHsil^ 
kndcrs; they fkw clearly,, that tlie n^ociaticMri 
were illufory, and tlmt. the iofs of theif indst 
peiidenqfewas determined. . The ronEernatioiu 
produced by this event, was fuddenly (iiccaeckd 
by fury: every one ran to arms; and..the pat 
t riots,- hoping that France, being pffendcd^ 
would, at length, take up their defence with 
energy, flattered themfelves, that the refiftance 
of Utredit; the difficulty of the country; the 
courage of the nation; and the inundations^ 
which; had preserved them firom the yoke xrf 

Loui^ 
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i-Puis .XIV, w0uU Oppqfe fuffickat <4?{^^Ms 
to tfee arms pf tlie Kiflg^^f Prjiffia, j^^^^he vw 
-geance pf the Stadth<d(kir.^_ . ' , 

All their calculatioi)^ pipY,ed felfe; all tb^r 
tefources failed at On^eijJand all their deceitfi^l 
hopes vaniftied in a moi^eftt. If Frarice haji 
not been afraid of war^ if Prudia bad neTfr 
dared to commence it; the fimple menace of fa 
camp, at Givet, would have determined Frede- 
ric William to negociatc. But the weaknds 
which, ftiortly after, occafioned the fall of the 
monarchical pow<ir in France, already rendered 
all the refolutions of the Cabinet of VerfaiU^ 
flow, and uncertain. 

The Count de Vergennes, hurried away by 

' the aAivity of the Duke de la Vauguyon,' had, 

againft his own will, and the will of the King, 

'taken a part in tlie JHrft difturbances in the 

United Provinces. Although engaged in tbfs 

: difpute, the King had not fupported the patriots, 

'but with regret; he-was afraid, that this conte^, 

' in exciting a freCh war, would «ot fail to drain 

'his finances i however, he thpught, that .lie coukl 

not, witliout ^ifgrace, abandpn Holland to thje 

: influence of England ^ lie had always limped to 

• terminate this difpute^ 1^ a^ accommodatioij. 

*M. de Montmorin, who had fi^cceeded M.de 

Vergennes, as Minifter for Foreign Affairs, in 

vain 
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\^in i^refented, that, in ordef to attain this 
end janotberc force, than that of \^ifdom,mtifl:be 
difplayed; and that, to prevent war, it was tj^- 
' cieflary for 'France to (hew herfelf able to carry 
it on witli fucceft. In vain did the Marlhalde 
*S^ur, Minifter of War, at each council, renew 
the demand of the funds neceflary for aflem- 
bling a camp at Givet. The Archbilhop of 
Touloufe, fince Archbifhop of Sens, the new 
Minifter of Finance, a man of fmall talent, but 
of great ambition; who had been indebted for his 
reputation to his women ; and who loft it,as foon 
as he was placed at the bead of affairs j delayed, 
from day to day, the decifion of the council on 
this important determination, and thought^^that 
the threats of an armament, without any of tb^ 
expenfe, would be fufficient to terrify Pruflia. 
It was evident, that this childifh fyftem could 
not long be fuccefsfuK The Duke of Brunf- 
wick, who had, by degrees, advanced towards 
the frontiers of the Republic, fent officers to 
reconnoitre the difpofitions of the French, He 
has himfelf faid often, fince his expedition, that 
if there had been a few tents at Givet, he would 
not have continued^ Kis march ; for that the 
King of Pruffia woiTOnot, for the fake of his 
fifter^ enter into a war with France, of which 
the Houfe of Auftria would but too much 

profit. 
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'TfTo&tl :fiut,'ti^il]gteaTtft»itbfe«h6 French hid 
aiota $1^ diH^qbdei^ai5fer He judged thkt 
•'the celerity^ fc^'h^ cxped?tSba>Wo\jld infiire its 
' fecceft; mA that the more bddtiefs he dif- 
played, the lefe oppofition he- had ta expeA, 
irtm the we^nefs of his eneirties. ' 
; Having formed this refolution, he advanced 
rapidly, at* the head of twenty thoufand Pruf- 
fians, in three c^umns. The Court of France, 
baying leai>nt this unexpefted intelligence, at 
length gave orders to affemble an army, and to 
fend aifquacjron to fea. That Court entered into 
an alliance with Ruflia, Auftria, and Spain. Al- 
though this refolution was rather late, it might 
Hill have faved Holland, had the patriots refifted 
the attacks of the Pruffians for fome weeks*; 
- but every' thing combined, at once, to accelerate 
their ruin. The firft towns, attacked by the 
Duke, opened their gates, at the firft fummons; 
the inundations had not theefFedt, that had been 
expefted : the Rhingrave of Salm, who could 
have defended himfelf for a month at Utrecht, 
. as was afferted by M. de Bellonet, who had 
been feat by France ; without ftriking a blow, 

• See, »t tbeicnd of this volume, the letter of M. de 
.. St. Prief^who, had juft been appointed the French Am^ 
baf&dor in Ho}lan4, to the Marquis de ia Fayette. 

furre^idered 
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j|)^i]^ i ^amefpfygf,. ajg^pfmgp, tfc«rii)afty Ate 

^-^egijet;, Jrl^^W^cJhey :had fc ii^udidwully fdaoid 
^eir coqftde^c^. ; The iDufee <)£ .Brunfwck «- • 
rived, without ff5:g>pfitioa, at jbfeft Hkguc- Am- 
ilerdam alone^^ wfeej^ i^bp Statcsof Holland had 
staktn refuge, dafepded by M. de IWnatit, oad 
a Jxundred Erench gunoerfe oppo&d ;a vigorous 

^ jeliftanceto the Pruffiansj and'^made.them pay, 
by fome blood, for the conqiicft of the iRe- 
j)ublic. That city ym^ at lengthy obliged to 
capitulate; and, in lefs than twenty days, the 
United Provinces loft thjeir liberty. The Stadt- 
holder recovered all his powers the Pxincefs of 
Orange became miftrefe of the arbitrary exer- 
cife of her revenge; England J^ain became ib- 
vereign of the feas; Pruffia aftoiiifhed Europe, 
by her influence; and France, loift the import- 
ance, which, from l>er. pow^r, and her fituation, 
fhe fbnnerly held. Shortly afterwards, the 
^Courts of BjBrHn, and Xx)ndc)n, formed, with 
the Sutes*Geneml,'an alliance, which ian&ioned 
tberr ^dependence. The StadtJioldexian regi- 
ments were recompenfed for their fervices, by 
the pillage of the j:noft patriotic towns; tha 

itpartizans of liberty were either iacrtficed, during 
the commotions, or forced to fly their country; 

the 
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the Grand Penfionaty died of grief; and for 
feme years, in confequence of the moft com- 
plete fubmiffion, the fad calm of defpotifm, in 
Holland, fiKceeded the diforderly agitations of 
infurredion. 

I have only traced a hkfty pi6ture of this Re- 
volution, which owed its birth to the ungo- 
vemed ambition of the Stadtholder, and the 
Princcfe of Orange; its progrefs to their faults^ 
and its cataftrophe to exaggeration; to the ar- 
dent improvidence of the Republicans; thead- 
drefs of Sir James Harris ; the weaknefs of the 
French; and the boldnefs of the Duke of 
Brunfwick. 

As the country, of which it is the theatre, 
has become of great intereft to us, from the 
nature of our connexions, I have thought that 
this flight enquiry may not be fufficient, and 
that it may be agreeable to the reader to have 
farther details of the events I have related. For 
this reafon, I have added the following memoir, 
drawn up by one of our oldeft diplomatifts. 
Citizen Caillard, Chargh des Affaires of France 
at the Hague, during that revolution, and fince 
Minifter of the Republic at Berlin. If I have 
fufficiently (hewn the faults of the Anti-Stadt* 
holderian party, the reader will learn, by the 
memoir, on which he is now to enter, the diffi- 

VOL. I. H cuUie« 
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cultics in the conftitution of the United Fror 
yinces, which interrapted their progrefs; and if 
$here (hall be here found, a rigorous critique op 
the condudt of William V. and the Princefs of 
^ Orange, it will be recolleded, that the author, 
before being a feyere hiftorian, ha^ been a pa- 
cific negociatori and refentment may, perhaps, 
be allowed to wifdom, when violent paffions, 
overturn all its meafures, and bringdown the 
moft dreadful ftorms, in ftead of the pe^ce i^ 
wi(hed toeftablifti. 
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MEMOIR 



REVOLVTIOK OF HOLLAND. 

. BY CITCZEN CAILLARD, 

formerly Charge </* A^alres at Peterjhurghy at the Hague^ and 
French MiniJIer at Berlin. 

JN O clear idea can be formed of the Revolu- 
4ion of Hblland, which terminated in 1787, by 
the ftiort triumph of the Stadtholder; an<l tb^ 
momentary annihilation of the patriotic party 9 
without reverting to a more early period, in 
order to know, with fome precifion, the fuc- 
cefiive, but continual encroachments, of thfc 
Stadtholderian power on that of the Re* 
puplic, of which the States- General were the 
organs. Encroachments, which brought oa 
that obftinate ftruggle betwixt the fpirit of 
defpotifm, and the fpirit of liberty ; and foon 
after the fury of a givil war, which, during 
fome tinae, defolated thefe pacific countries. 
For this pyrpofe, it is ne^eflary to retrace, 
compendioufly, the fundamental principles of 
the old Batavian conftitution, in order to diftin* 
guifh what were the limits of the Stadthoide^ 
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rate; to what degree they had been extended; 
and how little fpace remained to be filled up, in 
order to arrive at abfolutc power, the perpetual 
objed of its ambition. 

Im^ine a federal union of Seven Provinces, 
perfedtly independent of each other, in every 
thing which concerned their internal govern- 
ment, their particular affairs, and united on 
thofe points only, in which the whole were in- 
terefted; fuch as peace and war; the finances, 
as they related to the federation s the affeflSnent, 
^nd levy of contributions, for rhe iupport o£ 
the expences of the army and the navy, &c. 
I^tefe points were difcuffed in the aflfembly, 
called the States- General. 

The States-General, ufually affembled at the 
Hague, were formed by a fingle deputy from 
each of the Seven Provinces; not that they did 
not poffefs the power of fending a more nume- 
rous deputation, but becaufe each deputation 
formed only one voice ; . and each province, 
without regard to its wealth, its population, or 
its quota of public contributions, participated in 
the excrcife of the fovereignty only, in the in-^ 
variable ratio of one to feven. The conquered 
countries, namely, Dutch Brabant, Dutch 
Flanders, and all beyond the Meufe, Breda, 
Maeliricht, Namur, &c, all this country, con- 

♦ founded 
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founded uncferthe denomination of the i?ayyrfe 
la GencralitCj or fimply GeneraliUy weighed 
nothihg;in the political hierarchy; it was, there- 
fore, never confiilted, not even on that which 
concerned itfelf in particular. The difcuffion, 
and dficifion of its affairs belonged, exclufively, 
to the States-General; and formed not the 
leaft important branch of their authority. 

Each province was governed by its particular 
States> which were compofed of deputies, that 
a certain number of towns, of that province, 
had the right to fend thither. What the 
States-General were relatively to the provinces, 
tl^ States of the provinces were relatively to 
their towns; that is to fay, they deliberated 
and decided on whatever concerned the univer- 
fality of their province, without having the 
right of meddling in what did not regard the 
internal affairs of each town in particular. 

The towns were each governed by a regency, 
of which thernfelves chofe the members from 
among their citizens ; and from thofe regencies 
were eleded the deputies, fent to the States- 
General. But this right of fending deputies to 
the Provincial States did not belong, indifcri- 
minately, to all the towns of the provinces; it 
was referved to fome,. which, on this account^ 

H 3 were 
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vere dtftinguifhed by the particular denomina* 
tion of voiing towns. 

The origin q£ this difference, in the political 
rights of towns, was owing to their primitive 
inequality in wealth, and population. When 
this conftitution fucceeded the government, and 
domination of the Spaniards ; feveral towns 
would not, or could not, fend deputies to the 
Provincial States, for want of means to fupport 
them there. What was then a fimple fufpen- 
fion only of the exercife of their rights, was at 
length confidered, as a formal renunciation of 
them; and fo confecrated by a kind of prefcrip- 
tion, fanAioned by time: that if thefe very 
towns had afterwards wilhed to reclaim theit 
rights, their pretenfions would have been re* 
garded as an innovation, and rejeAed, unani- 
moufly) by the Provincial States. 

Thus, the non-voting towns were ranked in 
i\vi dafs of villages, and formed with them, 
what was called the^a^ comitry. Without any 
reprefentation, the flat country was to the Pro- 
vincial States, to which it belonged, cxadtly in 
the (anae relation as the Pays de la Generality 
was to the States-General. 

Independently of the deputies of towns, the 
union of which formed the Provincial States, 
there entered into their compofition another 

element. 
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cleriient, idtogether foreign, and which5 on this 
fingle account, was extremely embarraffing in the 
di^tails of iidminiftration ; this was, a deputation 
from the nobility of each province, who were 
di(tingui(hed by the nanie of the Eqiieftrian 
Orders and who had a voice in all the delibe- 
rations. Soifae writers, on the law of nations, 
haVe alleged, thatj at firff, they had only 
been admitted to reprefent the flat country. I 
do not know, if this was ever their deftinationi 
but it is certain, at lead, that it was become 
totally forgotten; and that they were confidered 
as an integral part of the legiflative power, 
folely from the pretended inherent privilege df 
nd^ility by birth. 

We may likewife add, that each of the Pro- 
vincial States had an inftitution peculiar to it* 
felf. As they were not aflembled in a perma- 
nent manner, as foon as they broke upj they 
appointed, in order to repreferit them until theit 
next meeting, a commiffion of their own body, 
called Gecomiieerde'Raady (council committee) i 
who never quitted the place, and who Were 
impowered, in urgent cafes, to adopt refolutions, 
according to the exigency of circumftances. 
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Queftions were decided by the ab(blute inajo- 
rity; but frequently by a fort of relative ma- 
jority i as in the States-General, for example, 
confiding of feven votes, four of which were 
the abfolute majority; two deputations might 
decline to deliberate^ and then the queftioa 
was not decided by lefs than a majority of 
three to two. But every meafure concerning 
the finances required abfolute unanimity, to 
be conftitutionally decided. 

Such is briefly the pifture of this legiflativc 
power, which contained, in itfelf, the very adiye 
J)rinciple of its own deftruftion. The multi- 
plicity of fprings, which were neccflfary to give 
motion to the machine; their mutual indepen- 
dences the extreme difficulty^f direding their 
adlon, by a uniform impulfe; the great proba- 
bility that they would often adl in a contrary 
direftion ; in the midft of fo many divergent in- 
terefts, as experience has ever fuperabundantly 
proved, at all times evinced the necefSty of ap- 
plying to this very complicated machine, an ex- 
tremely powerful agent, capable of direfting, 
and fupporting its movement. 

This agent was a Stadtholder, who was chofen 
from the houfe of the Princes of Naflau. The 
States, jealov 
at firft, but 
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doubtlefs^ the abufe which itiight/one day, be 
made of it: but it was fufficient for a Stadt^ 
holder to be eibtblifhed ; it was his own aA, ia 
the fequel, to extend his influence, to the 
point of at length attaining univerfal domina- 
tion; and the conilitution itfelf furnifhed him 
the means, of which he well knew how to take 
advantage. 

A very curfory refleftion on this conftitution, 
fuch as we have juft explained it, will eafily 
convince the reader, that all the authorities had 
their, fources in the regencies of the towis; 
fince their deputations formed the Provincial 
States, as the deputations of the latter com- 
pofed the States- General. It was, therefore, 
very evident, that thofe who exercifed a power- 
ful influence in the nomination of the magi- 
ftrates in the towns, muft have regencies; and, 
of courfe. Provincial States in the States-Ge- 
neral, entirely at their difpofal ; and thus have 
invaded the legiflative power, after haviog al- 
ready feized the mod important branches of 
the executive. 

Such was, in fad, the conftant policy of the 
Stadtholders, without exception, from William L 
to William V.; and if it experienced feme obfta^ 
cles from patriots, noble, virtuous, and worthy, 
as thofe of the beft timjps of the Republic of 

Kome, 
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Rome; fbch its Bamewelt, and the De Wkts$ 
thefe were Jtmoved by aflaffinaticMi, or judicial 
murder; and the Stadtholderswcre^kft at liberty 
to purfue their fyftem, with greater cx>Rftancy 
and fuccefs than before* 

Captain-General, and Admiral -General, that 
is to fay, mafter of the army, and of the fleets 
having the privilege of a feat, in quality of Stadt- 
holder, in the States-General, and in the States 
of each province, and of there giving his opi- 
nion; loaded with riches and dignities, which 
pivp him the difpofal of the principal places of 
the army> the navy, and the civil eftabli(bment; 
what means of feduilion, of corruption, in the 
bands of a Stadtholder! and how were fuch 
powers to be prevented from j at length, in/,- 
creafing in an order of things, where iodi^i-f 
duals, intruded with legiflative authority, weri 
fubjeft to a perpetual mutability j while the 
Stadtholderian power, being in a ftate of per* 
mancncy, could, at its will, accelerate or fuf- 
pend its progrefs ; according to circumCtances, 
interrupt here or there the fonuation of politi* 
cal affemblies, which afforded it no appearance; 
of fuccefs ; and waiting the time appointed by 
the conftitution, which might bring on the 
jftage, men moris favourable to its views* 

In 
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In this careet, William V. proceeded with 
^gantic ftrides. It is well known, with what ia*» 
pidity Louis XIV* had, in 1672, achieved 
the cooqueft of a part of the United Pro- 
vinces. The Stadtholderate, then recently 
abolithed, by the influence of the celebrated, 
and unfortunate De Witt, had been re-efta- , 
blifi^d, under the preflure of circumllances, 
in the perfon of William III, and that Prince 
had foon obliged Louis XlV, to evacuate the 
provinces he had invaded, and reftored tran- 
quillity to the Republic. 

The new Stadtholder had, in this relpcd, 
rendered an eminent fervice to his country ; but 
he would not allow time for the public gratis 
tude to cool, nor fuffer this opportunity of 
extending his prerogatives, to efcape. Under 
the pretext of puniftiing fuch of the Seven 
Provinces as had fufFered the entry of the 
French, almoft without refiftance; he (ucceeded, 
by means of intrigue and force, in Uripping 
them of the right of elcftion, and taking ex- 
dufively the nomination- to himfelf. Thefe 
provinces were three in number^ Gueldres, 
Utrecht, and Over-Yflel ; and accordingly this 
manceuvre placed in the hands of the Stadt- 
holder the real Sovereignty of three-fevenths of 
the Repubjic. This arrangement was conclud- 
ed 
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cd in 1674, and has been fioce recognized 
under the particular appellation of the law of 
1674. We (hall prefently fee what , celebrity 
it acquired in the hiftory of the Revolution of 
1787- 

The war of the fucceffion of Spain furnifhed 
William III. with ftill greater means of taking 
advantage of a prerogative, perhaps, ftill more 
fcwmidable than even the law of 1674. The 
part Holland performed in that celebrated war 
is well known : her army was commanded by 
the Stadtholder ; and, according to the fpirit of 
the conftitution, the Captain-General was not 
mafter of the important movements of the 
troops, until after thefe movements had received 
the approbation of the States-General. Thus, 
if it was neceflary to fend to the field troops, 
llationed in a particular province; to place 
troops in a town, which before had none ; or to 
ftrengthen the force in thofe towns, which 
were not fufficiently garrifoned 5 he was obliged 
to give an account to the States-General, in 
order to obtain permifSon. War prefented a 
multiplicity of cafes, where fuch a fyftem be- 
came prodigioully inconvenient and defedive. 
This defeft William III. well knew how to re- 
nK)ve, both in its principle and confequencesj 
and the States-General granted him power ta 
5 difpofe 
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the movemenjts he thought proper^ and to, 
diftribtite, it in the nianiw.he confidered moft 
fxpedient for the good of the Smte; and that 
merely op his ojwo ord^, without refeoriiig 
previoufly to the States Gerte^al. 

This peruxiffion was granted /<7r a Jingle, 
campaign f as can be unanfwerably proved, by 
the refolution forn^ed at that time by the 
States- (jeneral^ bpt William ,111. being once 
id poffeiI)pn of this prerogative, took good care 
Aot to relinquifli it. • The permiflion^ by de* 
grees, became a right, which was called the 
right of pat^7itSj and which remained attached 
tt> the Stadholderate, till the total extindion 
of that dignity, in the perfon of William V. 
In this manner the Stadtholder^ became fur- 
ni(hed with a moft dangerous weapon againft 
the real Sovereign ; and with the power of dif- 
ppiing of thp army, according to th# plan 
which beft fuited their jnt;crefts ; of reinforcing 
thegaixiC>D$ in towns, on which they could leaft 
depend ; and of making themfelves mafters of 
them by that means. It is evident, that they 
were enabled, every where, to prefcribe laws; 
and that the States prelerved only a (hadow of 
the fovefeignty, whilft the reality remained en- 
tirely in the hands of their firft officer. 

It 
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■ It is affo to be *em«tfked, that dvitn tfai* 
ftadow of abfolute powsr Jeft to the Statta- 
Gencrrf,Iikewifc wonderfully affifted the de- 
ilgrts of the Stadtholders, in concealing from 
Ibe eyes of Europe the extent of their real au- 
thority ; and furnifliing them, in every poffibfo 
cafe, with this hypocritical anfwer : TYie States 
have willed it^ or the States have not willed 
it. — Afimple Stadtholder is not the majier ; he 
is only the Jirjt fervarit of the Republic. Thus, 
to the advantage of perpetually executing thefr 
own will, they joined alfo th^ of never being 
lefponfible for events. 

It muft, however, be allowed, that the pro- 
vince of Holland, in particular, made a long 
and vigorous refiftance againft the exercife of 
this right of patents; and that, above all, the 
city of Amfterdam would never fufFer troops 
within its walls* until the revolution of 1787, 
having broken down all obftacks, the tor-^ 
rent of Stadholderian defpotifm every where 
overflowed, and forced that proud city to fub- 
mitj at laft, to the common law, and partici- 
pate in the general misfortune. 

The brilliant epochs of the Dutch Republic 
were, during the fixteenth and feventeenth cen- 
turies, and the firft half of the eighteenth. 

The 
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The neceffity of continually defending the ic^ 
ILgainil tbcinci'o^hments of the feaand theriven 
required not only enormous expences, but sUft^ 
fMTodigious induftry. This circumftance nalu^ 
pL&y led the Dutch to the fludy of the mathe-^ 
matical and natural fciences; and thefe fpecies 
of knowledge were vety widejy diffufed, and 
became^ if we may ufe the cxpreflion, popu* 
larifed among them. The daily ejcigences of 
compierce,. and the fpirit of economy, inipired 
in them ideas, all tending to carry their ma- 
chines, or their proceffes, to every degree of 
^mplicity of which they w^re fufceptible; and 
in general to produce the greateft effefts by 
the fmalleft means. This fpirit of combination 
and application had certainly rendered the 
Dutch people the mod induftrious, and one of 
the moft enlightened, in all Europe. The li- 
berty of the prefs, in multiplying periodical 
publications, which were fold at a very low 
price, had diffufed, even among the loweft 
chffes of fociety, a knowledge of the true inte- 
refts of the Republic : every one was informed 
of the operations of the fupreme power, in 
Journals written with the fimplicity and modefty 
peculiar to the Dutch character ; and this ha* 
^it bad formed a very powerful public fpirit, 

the 
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the energy of whkh was ftill ftrcngthencd by a 
purity of manners, which the fedu&ions of the 
Stadholderian power had not yet been abic to 
diveft of their ancient fimplicity. 

The eyes of the Dutch, therefore, were not 
(hut to the dangers which threatened public 
liberty; and, at the death of William III^ 
they thought they could not avert them more 
furely than by appointing no fucceflbr. Ac- 
cordingly the Stadtholderian dignity remained 
without a titular, and the Republic, m 
fpite of all the defdds in the conftitution, be- 
came not the lefs flourifliing; nor lefsattrafted 
into its interior the riches of the two worlds i in 
a word, it did not the kfs attain that high de- 
gree of profperity, which, among the nations 
of Europe, became an objeft of admiration to 
fome, and of defpair and jealoufy to others. 

This ftate of things might have long con- 
tinued, if, in the midft of the political ftorms, 
which fo often difturbcd the peace of Europe, 
it had been poffible for Holland always to 
preferve the external tranquillity, of which it 
Bad need ; and that perfed neutrality, which, 
far from injuring its interefts, a-nd its com- 
merce, on the contrary, favoured their deve- 
lopement, and extenfion. But its geographical 
portion, the nature of its connexion with dif- 
ferent 
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ferent powers ; the weight which it could throw 
into the balance^ by its troops, its fliips^ iH 
wealth : all thefe cirCumfbinces foon called the 
attention of the belligerent powers, who would 
not permit it to remain neuter ; its profperity 
was attacked in its fource, that is to fay, in its 
commerce; it was therefore under the necef- 
£ty of chuiing a friend^ and an enemy ; and 
thus became, in ipite of itfelf, drawn int6 
quarrels, in which, for the moft part, it had 
not the fmalleft interefi* 

This was what happened in the war of 1741^ 
which few Holland, againft her true interefts, 
unite her arms with thofe of Eoghmdv againft 
France : the fucceis of this is well known. 
Peace was concluded in 1748; but the parti- 
fans of the Stadtholderian fyftcm h^d ndt fuf- 
fered to efcape this opportunity of agitating 
and irritating the minds of the people againft 
the government, to which they attributed, ex- 
dufiVelyi the reverfes which the Republic had 
fuftained in that wan ^^ This was not the cha- 
^* ra<fter^" feid they^ " that the Dutch difplaycd 
^ in the war of 1 672, and in thit of the Spanifh 
^* futicflioii. But then William III. com- 
." ihanded the armies, and the Republic 
*^ was crowned with glory. It was refolved to 
^* fiipprds the office of the StadthcWer, the only 

VOL. I. I *^ infti- 
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" iriftittition that could fave.the Republic in 
" circumftances of exigency, fuch as a ftate of 
" war. What has been the confequence ? And 
*^ how, in faft, can it be hoped, that Magif- 
" trates, fkilled, perhaps, in the ftudy of the 
" laws, and much enlightened refpefting the 
** moft advantageous combinations 'of public 
" and private commerce, fliould be equally 
** capable of diredting military operations, and 
•* conduding a war, on which, howeVer, de- 
" pends the glory or difgrace of the Repub- 
" lie ?" 

This doftrine was preached up with ardour 
in the Province of Zealand, where the Stadt- 
holder had preferved a great number of parti- 
fans. It fpread with unexampled fuccefs. The 
little town of Tcrvere gave the fignal, by loudJy 
demanding a Stadtholder. The whole province 
immediately fdlowed this impulfe s the , fpirit 
of enthufiafm and revolution extended to the 
Provinces of Utrecht and Holland, and with 
the rapidity of lightning ; and a fpace of lefs 
than a fortn^ht was fuiSicient to complete the 
Revolution, and re-eftablifti the Stadthdderate. 

In a delirium fo xmiverfkl, it was difficult 
for menfs minds to keep within the bounds of 
found reafon. The imjperious voices of the 
populace and the nobility ftiflcd that of the wife 

and 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



tySyO iPREDERic wijlliam ii. *C>: 

and moderate Republicans; and the Stadthol- 
derate being once more eftablifhed in the per-, 
fon of William IV., there was ho longer any 
difpute, but for thfe honour of paying him the 
greateft marks of devotion ; and catching his fa- 
vour, by propofing counfels bed adapted to the 
fupport of his conftitutional rights and- the 
extenfion of his prerogative. Thus were pre- 
ferved, and confirmed, the rights indifcrimi- 
nately with the abufes, without exception, 
even of the right of patents, or the law of 
1674. 

This was not all; the Stadtholderate had been 
fUpprefled at the death of William III. Cane 
muft be taken not to expofe the Republic^ a 
fecond time, to fuch a rifque ; and, in order to 
prevent it, in the moft effedlual manner, that 
dignity was declared hereditary in the Houfeot 
the Princes of Naflau - Orange, attached, in 
the firft place, to the elder branch; failing Jjr 
them^ to the next younger branch; and laftly, to 
the females, in cafe of extinftion of the male 
line. 

It would be an infult to the reader, to point 

out the confequences of a change- fo important 

in the nature of the Stadtholderate, by the in- 

dependence it procured him, and the fatal 

. blow it gave to the liberty of the Batavians. 

12. ■ . - The 
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Thc Stadtholders of Holland then held, in fomi 
degree, a rank amongft fovereign Princes; the 
grcateft monarchs did not difdain to form family 
alliances with them; and fuch was the idea they 
entertained of their power, that, when Frederic 
the Great gave his niece in marriage to William 
v., hd faid, on her leaving him, " Niece, you ate 
" happy; you are now to be fettled in a coun- 
" try, where you will enjoy all the advantages 
" attendant on royalty, without any of its in- 
" conveniences." 

The great Frederic was right. Even his 
Court was far lefs brilliant than that of the 
Hague; where were to be found combined, all 
that charafterifes the Courts of abfolute Princes; 
great officers, each appointed to particular func- 
tions, folely relating to the perfonal fervice of 
the Prince, 6r the Princefs ; courtiers, crouch- 
ing at the feet of the difpenfer of favours; an 
impofing pomp; a ftrid etiquette, in virtue of 
which ftupidity in office obtained all diftindions^ 
^hilfe merit, without rank, could not produce 
attraftion. 

It would be unfuitable, in this memoir^ to 
dwell longer on thefe miferable details of ex- 
ternal appearance; although they did not fail 
to produce, in the end, on the minds of the 
people, an effeft, which infenfibly underminiid 
I the 
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the principle of liberty, and, by degrees, ac- 
cuftomed them to the domination of an indivi- 
dual. They prefented, however, one peculia- 
rity, which ought not to be forgotten, be- 
caufe it furnifhed a remarkable incident in 
the hiftory of the Revolution of 1787. The 
palace that had been granted by the States for 
the refidence of the Stadtholder, and his court, 
formed a large fquare, the eaft fide of which 
contained the hall for the aflembly of the States 
of Holland, and that of the States- General. 
Tiie common court had' two gates j the one to- 
wards the north, and the other towards the 
fouth. The Stadtholder, of his own authority, 
referved to himfelf the exclufive uie of the 
northern gate; and the lawful reprefentatives of 
the real Sovereign, when they came to, or left 
the States, were forbidden to pafs, in their car- 
riages, through this gate; which, by way of 
pre-eminence, was called the Stadtholderian gate. 
It may well' be fuppofed, that while the 
Stadtholder was thus occupied by the interefts 
of external vanity, he neglefted nothing that 
could extend and confolidate his real power. 
The law of 1674 placed three provinces in his 
hands; Zealand ever was entirely devoted to 
him ; but this was only a voluntary attachment, 
f nd confequently fubjeft to be governed by cir- 

I 3 cumftajices. 
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cumftances. The Province of Holland, which 
was become the creditor of ^he other fi^, en- 
joyed, from its wealth, and in fpjte of the con- 
ftitution, a preponderating influence : hence it 
was of more importance to the Stadtholder, to 
make himfelf mafter of the voices of the re- 
gents in the towns. Among the means he con- 
trived, in order to attain his end, he confined 
Jiimfelf to that of writing letters to the towns, 
towards the period of the elections, in which he 
recommended the perfons he thought mofl at- 
tached to his interefts. Ihe cuftom of thefe 
Tetters of recommendation became eftablifliedi 
and, after a certain number of years, was called 
by the Stadtholderian party^ — " the right of re- 
commendation." 

If this pretended right had produced its full 
and entire efFed, the Republic, already much 
.changed in its principles, was for ever annihi- 
lated. But the majority of the towns, in the 
Province of Holland, jealous of their privileges 
and authority, courageoufly refilled; and with- 
out being able entirely to prevent the admiflSon 
xx( fome Stadtholderians among the members 
• of the magiftracy, they conftantly took care, 
that thefe (hould always find themfelves in a 
minority, which could give no caufe of ijikrm. 

It 
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It was thus that the fpirit of oppofition was 
formed, and maihtatoed j in the Province of 
Holland, prccifely by the efforts of the Stadt- 
holderian authority to extend its prerogative. 
This oppofition wa$ calm ; and, for a lopg time, 
did not manifeft itfeif by any violent meafure; 
for it is not in the methodical genius 'of the 
Dutch to aft by fudden and u'nforefeen ftarts; 
it requires time and tefleftion, to ripen their 
ideas, to which they do not give way, but wheu 
they have received the firft impulfe from events. 
However, fome magiftrates of Amfterdam had 
ventured to hold a noble and firm language to 
the Stadtholder; to convince him that they 
had not loft the fentiment of their own dignityi 
to remind him of his duties; and to reftore 
him to the true place afligned to him by the 
conftitution. This language, perhaps, was not 
didated by a very pure patriotifm. unconneAed 
with all perfonal confiderations ; but the Stadt* 
holderian Court was no lefs violently offended by 
it, whilft the patriots of all the Provinces lavilhed 
on it univerfal applaufe. 

The general refpeft that had, till that time, 
funounded the Stadtholderian dignity, began now 
to relax; and this fymptom of its decline was the 
more ferious, becaufe William V. had not, like 
Ibme of his predeceffors, received from nature 

1 4 one 
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one of thofc firm and energetic minds, which 
are equally praftifed in the labours of wsur and 
the combinations of politics; which gowrn 
public opinion, and impiiefs on it a xetrc^ade 
motion, whenever it attempts to'devia^ fix)m 
the line prefcribed. 

Falfehood, weaknefs, and obftinacy, were the 
three predominant qualities in the ^Aarafter of 
William V. 

Haughtinefs, boundlefs ambition, and an im- 
placable fpirit of revenge, were the qualities 
ivhich charaderifed his wife, the Piincefs of 
PrulEa. 

Extreme inferiority of talent was common to 
both. 

Such qualities were little adapted to render 
the one efteemed, and the other beloved ; and 
ftill lefs to keep them within reafonabk boimdsji 
and to guide them fecurely in the midft of thq 
florm, which was gathering around them, and 
which was not long in burfting forth. 

Both expedted to find, in Pruffia, and in 
England, a fupport, againft which the efforts 
of .the patriotic party muft perpetually naif-^ 
cany; and, aflifted by the councils of Duke 
Louis of Brunfwick, they conceived themfelves 
in a condition, when it was no longer necei&ry 
to pieferve meafures, but whea they might vio- 
lently 
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leotly itnpofe filence on the voic^ of an oppp- 
fition, more formidable than they imagined. 

The event did not anfwer thpir expeft^tjon. 
The patriots, difguftcd with the haugbtinefs of 
the Princefs, and tired of negociatifig with a 
prince, who promifed with extreiw facility, 
^nd without the fmaljeft fcrupje broke a^. his 
eDgagsm^nts -, were afraid of exppfin^ t]ie c^xjkCf 
of the liberties of Batavia, if they remain?^ 
iongcr entirely in a ftgte pf inadion. 

It was neceflaryi in the firft place, to remove 
Duke Louis of Bfuofwick, who w^ bepoojc 
the foul of the 8tadtholderian party. That 
Prince had been called to the Hague, during 
the minority, of Williacij V., in order to fuper- 
intend bis educations to inftruA him in politi- 
cal and military aftairs ; in a word, to dire<fl 
his fiitft fteps in the career opened to him by 
the Stadtliolderian dignity. The title of Lieu- 
tenaat-General of the Republic had been con- 
ferred on the Duke, in order that he might 
command the army, until the time when the 
young Stadtholder could aflume the govern- 
ment himfelft Thus when William V. came 
of age, his functions and authority naturally 
ceafedj but the habit of commanding, fo eafily 
contradted, and fo difficult to relinquifh, kept 
him ^t thj? Hague, where 'the w^gk William 

faw 
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law him with pleafure, and wilfinglf devdlved 
on him the dry details of military buflnefs. 

By the feeble light of an obfcure tradition, 
the patriots made the important difcovery of a 
written engagement, by which William V., now 
of age, obliged himfelf to fubmit to the coua- 
fel of the Prince, and never of himfelf to adopty 
irt ciecute, any refolution, which had not re*- 
ceived his exprefs fanftion. ^ - 

It is well known what ad vantage the patriots 
gained over the Duke 6f Brunfwick by this do- 
.cument, which, however, they' rather. chofe to 
keep yet a myftery ; for, in ihe perfuafion that 
this myftery would be feen thro'ugh by all thoft 
interefted in it, they conceived, and with juf* 
tice, that the Stadtholderians tbemfelves would 
be pleafed with their referve, and make lefs dif- 
ficulty of difmifling the Duke, for fear that a 
determined refufal might produce the imme- 
diate publication of this fatal inftrument. Their 
calculation proved perfeftly juft; and the Duke 
was difmifled, almoft without remonftrance. 
tlis difmiflal, it is true, was honourable; but 
the patriots looked only to the fadl; to them^ 
the manner was perfeftly indifferent. 

However, they had too much judgment and . 
knowledge of men and things, to allow this 
document to remain for ever ufelefs in their 

poflejQion, 
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pofTeffion. It had been drawn up even in the 
hand-writing of Bleflwiek, Grand Penfionary of 
Holland. Bleflwiek was a man of fuperior merit, 
extremely well ikilled in bufinefs and in fcience. 
He was, in particular, a great geometrician; 
for, at that time, nothing was more common 
than to find magiftrates concealing, under the 
moft fimple and modeft appearance^ the moft 
profound knowledge in mathematics,- aftrono- 
my, mechanics, the arts, and all the branches 
of natural hiflory. But Bleflwiek, who was in 
his heart attached to the Stadfholderian caufe, 
was one of thofe men who, in political divifionsj, 
wifli to follow one party,' but without giving 
too much offence to others, and who never loft 
the opportunity of taking advantage of fome 
refource on all fides, fo that he might not have 
^he chance of too many events again ft him. 

Such was Bleflwiek. A Grand Penfionary of 
Holland was a moft impor-tant perfonage tcJ the 
Provincial, as well as to the United States j and 
the weight which he threw into the fcale made 
the acquifition of this man highly valuable to 
the patriotic party. And accordingly, the pa- 
triots, who, by means of this document, could 
inevitably ruin Bleflwiek, thought it preferable' 
to keep'it back, in order that they might thence- 
forth have him ..entirely in their power. They 

had 
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had a conference with him, and tjie fi^fek^mice of 
their addrefs may be reduced nearly tp this : — 
" We have your life in oi;r hands : you fee this 
** inftrument drawn up in your owa hand-vi^rit- 
** ing; if we publifli it, and you are on this 
*' brought to trial, you muft inevitably lofe 
" your head. If we keep matters to ourfelves, 
" youarefafe: take your choice." There was, 
indeed, little room for deliberation ; and Bleff- 
wick purchafed the filence of the patriots^ at 
the price which they chofe to put on it. This 
price was, that he (hould entirely attach himfelf 
to the Republican party, and promife to afEft 
them on all occafions, as well as to confult in 
every thing the heads of the party, and follow 
the impulfe he received from them. His pro- 
mife was the more fincere, becaufe he faw the 
fatal inftrument as a fword continually fufpended 
over his head, and which threatened his life, 
the moment he receded from his engage- 
ments. 

The condud of the patriots on this occafion 
cannot certainly be well juftified, on the ftridt 
principles of univerfal morality; but it was their 
bufinefs to infure the fuccefs of the caufe of 
liberty, and cpnfequently that of pure and dif- 
interefted minds, who, being attached exclu- 
fively to the general welfare, felt that the pro- 

fpcrity 
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iperlty of the Republic was irreconcilable with 
the tyranny of a Stadtholder. This StadthoU 
der and his adherents employed, indifcrimi- 
natfely, all the means that occurred to them; 
and every thing appeared juftifiable to them 
which could promote their defigns. The crifis 
began to be violent; the perfonal fafety of the 
patriotic chiefs was eminently expofed, had not 
the ftruggle terminated in their favour ; and, in 
thefe circumftances, ought they to have neg- 
lefted an opportunity that fo naturally occurred, 
of making themfelves abfolute mailers of the 
opinion and the conduft of an important 
fundlionary, and gaining the double advantage 
of withdrawing him from the Stadtholderian* 
party, and thereby ftrenthening thit of the 
patriots. Accordingly they did fo, without 
fcruple; and, whfcn Bletfwick was at the end of 
)iis quijiquenniuiUy the term fixed for the ex- 
ixt\(t of the oftice of Grand Penfionary, they 
had the credit of continuing him in this em- 
ployment for the five enfuing years. 

Thfe animofity of thd jparties againft each 
dthei" Was iiow become extreme. The political 
cohduairfthe Stadtholddi- hitherto had carried 
th^ HwSigAation bf the frieniis of liberty to its 
height,- ^tiA it nfittift b6 acknowledged, thatliiey 
imh\eiix^6tt^\\i^ii^. Tobecohvinted 

of 
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of this, it is only neceflary to take a hafty view* 
of feme of the events of that period* 

England was eng^ed in a contefl: with her 
North-American colonies, and had juft declared 
war againft France. She wiflied to draw Hol- 
land into this quarrel, and demanded of her 
the fuccours ftipulated by treaties. The Dutch 
alleged, that the treaties did not apply to this . 
cafe, as their alliance was purely defenfive, and 
in no refpeA offenfive. They, at the fame 
time, publilhed a refolution of obferving a per* 
fedl neutrality. The Englifli, according to 
their cuftom, anfwered, by feizing all.the Dutch 
Ihips that could be fallen in with by their 
iquadrons or privateers, and particularly thofe 
that were loaded with naval ftores for France* 
In vain did the States wi(h to rely on a treaty of 
commerce, concluded between the two powers, 
about the year 1674^ by which it was agreed, 
that in cafe either of them fhould have to 
fuftain a maritime war, the other might freely 
carry to the hoftile power all forts of naval 
ftores ; fuch as wood for fhip-building, mafts, 
cordage, hemp, &c. ; all thefe articles being. 
Specified, by name, in the treaty, which only 
exp^ted warlike ftores -, fuch as gunp6wder,r 
{^f^Cjtrej, guns, mufkets, and arm;j of every^ 
fori-; . iplngland, who bad pyqfite^ l?y the ^ejaty 

when 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1787«J FREDERIC WILLIAM 11/ ^27 

wiijBn the Dutch ;iv€revat war with France^ ^ouW 
not. permit them to take advantage of it in 
their turn, when (he herfdf was engaged in war 
againft the French. Inv vain did the Dutch 
claim the reciprocity, which is the bafis of all 
treaties j in vain did they exclaim againft this 
breach of faith. After fome difcuffions, which 
did not ftop the courfe of depredations, th? 
Cabinet of St. James's drily told the Dutch, 
that the treaty of 1674 was to be confidered as 
unfuitable. 

It is certain, that the Court of London 
reckoned on the connivance of the StadtholdeFj^ 
and the fequel proved, that it was not deceived 
in its hopes. The gre^t commercial cities 
united in foliciting refpeclable x:o«voys, which 
might fecure the freedom of their navigation. 
The States received gracioufly thefe demanija, 
and ordered the Stadtholder, as Admiral-Qe- 
neral, to adopt all meafures neceflary for in- 
furing due refpeft at fea to the Dutch flag* 
William V. fhould, at leaft, have appeared to 
obey; but he difplayed fo much difinclination, 
and indifference, . in the preparations; the ihips 
which he armed were in fo bad a condition, and 
required fo long repairs, that the Dutch comr 
merce had all the time to fuffer enormous loiks^ 
and when, at lengthy every thing was ready, 

and 
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ind the convoys ddpaf ted from the ports, the 
Engli(h met them^ at an appointed fpot, and 
feized all the (hips, both convoy and mcrdhant- 
men. The fuccefs of other expeditions was the 
jktne; and the public opinion accufed the Stadt- 
holder of a criminal intelligence with the C6urt 
of London ; and of giving the commanders d 
ihips, who were always chofen from among his 
Hioft zealous partifans, fecret inftruftionsj calcti-^ 
kited to occafion the mifcarriage of all thefc ex- 
peditions. 

It is not eafy to conceive the degree of exaf* 
pftration to which the people's minds were raifed 
a^irtft William V., in the great cities, and 
particularly in Amftcrdam. A terrible expio 
fion might have taken place.at this very time^ 
it Was fufpendcd by aft important event* which 
reftored to the Dutch fome hope in refpeft of 
the future fate of their commerce. 

Catherine II. had juft concluded a treaty of 
ttmed neutrality with Sweden and Denmark. 
This treaty, drawn up exadtly after our law 
©f 1778, relative to the navigation of neutrals, 
^ntained, among other articles, the carriage of 
Which were to be entirely free, the explicit enu- 
meration of precifely all thofe exprefled in the 
latMy of 1674. 

Nothii^ 
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Nothing coiild better fait the Dut^VfllP 
'their prefeiit circDmftances^ than to unite tb#r 
caufe to that of the northern maritime nfttioi^» 
by acceding to this treaty of armed neutrality^ 
The propofition was made to the States, add 
fpeedily adopted. For this negociiition, two 
ambafl^dors ektraordinary were fent to Peterf- 
burg; but William V. had fucceeded in making 
the choice fall on two perfons whom he Icncyr 
. to be devoted to his perfun and interefts. Thefe 
were* M. de Waflenaar-Staremburg and M. 
d* Heckeren Brantzenburg, They arrived in 
i78o^ , M. de Waflenaar, who appeared to Ijc 
the head of the embaffy, and to be intrufted 
with the fecret of the negociation, threw into 
it a .tardinefs, which appeared affeded, aixl 
:feemed.even to ihackle the bufinefs he can^ ta 
-conclude, by upexpe«5tediy advancing demands 
"which no one thought could be admitted, or 
eisen ideierved a momen|:*s attention. Beddes, 
ii4 it wpuld jiave been abfurd to fuppofethat 
Cathetioe could condefcend to make a particu- 
hit: treaty for Holland, the queftion was only,, 
if that" power would, or would not, accede to 
*thc treaty, as it had been figned by Sweden and 
Denmark ? and this queftion became fo iimple, 
that the ambaffadors could not, without difgrac- 
mg themfelves, temporize any longer. They, 

VOL. I, K therefore. 
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^iQieMfot^iign^d the tMUy) and the rati5cations 
"ilv^ ^xehanged • to fixm as the diftance; would 

Kefwr 4id Holfetid believe h^rfelf fo firmly 
fe^t-is/f a^iie«it^1ity, which ftyouid put her com- 
^mkrce mit^ ^ reach of all bf eruption. The 
fenglifti rtafoned difiereiatty. The navigattoii 
ef the Baltic was too necefiarjr to them,' to dale 
to brave the Coalitkm of -the nCMthern powers,) 
wfco were on the point of avenging the infultt 
that had been given to the commerce of the 
nations comprifed in the treaty. On the other 
hdtndf they. were determined not to allow Hol- 
land to profit by the circumftances of the un- 
fortunate war in which they were engaged; w 
to relinquifh peaceably, and wkhoiit concur« 
rence, a navigation, that was to add to the ex- 
tent, and muki^ the fources, bf thdr iwfpa- 
rity. They laboui?ed to reconcile two points lof 
\kvr fo very different j and fince they ojold not 
prevent the Republic from entering intibt this 
coalition, they faw no other meafarc to be pur- 
fued than that of tearing her from it by vio- 
lence. This they did, by depkriflg'wbr agiiilft 
her fo abruptly, that the news reachedVPfetcrf- 
bui^h, almoft at the mc^ient U^ien lh« ocgott- 
atian was concluded. ; 

.. ijhis 
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i This U0e5tpeftcd declaration effentially dtm^g-^ 
fwi the extferaal conncdlions of the Republic* 
by uniting it$ interefts with France and Anae? 
ric4; jand ppodigkniiliir augmented the foi!ce and 
influence of the patriotic partyj to the detri^ 
mcnt of the Stadtliolderian authority. Tht 
Englith had perceived this incoaveoience, 
but did not allow it to deter them. They 
Imew th* deplorable ftate into which William 
V. hftd fuflfered the navy of Holland to fall. 
TiiBC was neceflkry to reflorc it : hitherto the 
freight which it threw into the balance agamft 
them wiifi absolutely nugatory, and when its 
redoration flioukl place the Republic in a con* 
dition to undertake any enterprife, they wer> 
liiveil affured that the Stadtholdcr, Admiral- 
Xjeneral, would adopt a fyftem of meafures 
peculated to render the operations of the fieet 
but little to be dreaded. 

f Tbefe peifonal difpofitiwis of the Stadtholder 
tequire that we (hoiild here paufe a moment, in 
mkr to give a true expbmaiion of them ; and 
tf> prevent the fufpicion which might arife of a 
A*id:ed partiality, on our part, agiiinft that 
I^ince. We do not feek to throw an odium on 
his intentions, iwd rhave iio intereft in doing it ; 
we wiflj only to prefent truth to the reader on 
A iiiftoiicAl podot little known in France, now 

K 2 almoft 
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2imo^ forgotten, and which is only connefied 
hj a flender thread with the prefent iituationof 
aifairs in Europe. William V. has loft his dig- 
nity ; the patriotic party of that time is at this 
day difperfedj their principles are forgotten, 
and fucceeded by others very different: what 
reafon, then, can we have to diffemble, or dif- 
guife the truth ? 

To attain fupreme power has been tile aim of 
all the Stadtholders fince William I. The evi- 
dence of hiftbry is uniform and irrefragable on 
that point. It w^ts equally the objeft of Wil- 
liam V, and the evil counfdlors who furrounded 
him. France, and the patriotic party, endea* 
voured to reftrain this propenfity to general do* 
tninatioh : England, on the contrary, promoted 
it with all her power. France, wiftied to efla^ 
bliih Republican principles In Holland^ and 
eagerly defired that her navy ftould recover its 
ancient fplendour ; attaching but a fecondary 
importance to the land forces, in a country 
which, on an emergency, might be fufficiently 
defended by French battalions. Bagland en** 
deavoured to eradicate all Republican principks^ 
^nd to fubftitute tbofe of an individual autho- 
rity; (he was alfo anxious 'ithat the Admiral* 
General fiiould give but ilight atteiition to the 
nav)^ under the pretext that^ inanyemergencyk 

the 
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the navy of Great pritain could efFe<ftually 4efet)d4 
Holland^ but (he was particularly defirous that 
he might beftow every attention on th^ land 
forces ; the firft fource of all his power, both ' 
internal and external, from the great numbetof 
places it put at hisdifpofal; which increafed in- 
definitely tlie number of his fervants j and by 
the ufe to which be m%ht apply it, either 
againft an external enemy, or to keep the States 
themfelves in awe, thus more ealily to attain all 
that is real in (bvereignty, 

In this manner France and the patriotic party 
flrenuoufly oppofcd what England as ftrfenuoufly 
fupported. Ought we, then, to -be aftonilhed 
at the irrefillible propenfity, by which William 
V. blindly abandoned himfelf to all the impulfes, 
he received from the Minifter of Great Bri- 
tain ? 

Unfortun^ately, hts perfonal intereft was in di- 
tcdi oppofition to the general interefts of the 
BLepublic* Commercial jealoufy was, in this 
whole affair, the fole regulator of the conduft 
of England. She wi(hed to deprive the Dutch 
of every fupport, and, above all, that of France ; 
and to ru^e in Holland, exclufively, by a Stadt- 
holder become abfoiute, with a view of letting 
their navy faU into complete decay; in order to, 
^lore eafily-, deflxoy their commerce, or, at leaftt 
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to get {>ofleffioii oTtbe moft important bnmcbts 
ctfit. . 
. France, on the contrary, had very diffmnt 
view* OH Holland . A rival far lef$ dangerous 
than England for maritime and diftant com** 
metce, it was her intercft that the Dutch fliould 
proffer; that their trade, inftcad of fuffering 
wy 4iniinution> (hould rather acquire all the 
extent of which it was fufceptible, andprociiro, 
them wealth, which might enable them to carry 
their naval force to the higheft degree of fplen- 
dourj» f<>r this was '. the only means to irt&ue 
them front the yoke of England, and one day 
to oppofe theto with fuccefs againft thfe boufid- 
Itfs ambition of that power. 

It was impbflibk that thcfe views fliould 
efcape the obfervation of a refleding and en*, 
lightened nation, like the Dutch ; and as it was 
obyious, that the. Stadtholder would entirely 
give himfelf up to the counfels and influence 
of the Englilh; it was as natural that a party 
(hould be formed entirely adverfe, and openly 
declat^d in favour of France, 

Wiljjam V. was not flow in manifefting his 
true intentions. After the declaration of war 
by England, it was neceffary to think of 
defenfive meafures, and .fpcediiy to equip 
the ;fliip§^ belonging to the Republic* The 
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iifiryM^ aftivitya 

th<; rqp^its ^^.^^nftrucjtions were p^(bed pft 
wi*h vigour I Iww^mpk excitejj tfce cmulatioor 
of the Admir^ty^ of; Amfterdam; ii^foc^uc;!)!; 
tljftt, in a v^ry (W;HfMiinf&. the Republic had att 
iti difpc^al a H^^tiflf about forty (bip$ of <be) 
Ijpe, either entiiirly. i^jv* or f^tlft4Hti♦tty.fe1•I 
p^iiecj. — ,, *.. : 

•Holland €oiK;QittQdiVith Fraoce refpei^ting thei 
moft advantag^toui difpofition of this fcHncei 
and it was agre^^s ^t ^ nK>ft confidera)>M 
part of it 0)ould ^i)^hle 4t the Tex^l» whence 
it (hould procee4 to join .the French fl^et at 
Brqd. Had this plan beei) put in execution, 
En^and would h^ve been rained. It is gene- 
rally known that William V- caufed it to mif* 
carry; and his office <^ Admiral^General fur« 
niCbed him a thoufand means» none of which 
were negleded. The (hips were entrufted to coov^ 
manders chofen from among the moil invete?^ < 
rate enemies of France ; fome of whom werceven 
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jm tfimtd to declare loudly, that thef Wq^M 
father die than fight for th^ French. The (up- 
flits were provided with a ftudied iardinefs; it 
^as with difficulty that orders were wreftid from 
the Admiral-General^ who took care always to 
'ti^we femething wanting; and at the mon^ent 
wlifen the fleet appeared in a fituatioo to put to 
fea, there arrived, unexpeAedly, a new caufe of 
delay on the part of Ibme conbmanders, who 
ifeprefented that their (hips were ftill deficient 
in certain articles, without wbtch it was impof- 
iJble to fail. All thefe reprcfentations were gra- 
douily received, and fubmitted to an exaoiina* 
tion, which the Stadtholdet was never prefled 
to terminate. During thefe manoeuvres, the 
time flipped away, and tt[e favourable fea(bn 
Was loft, before a fingle floop could be fent out 
of tbeTexel; till, at length, the approach of 
bad weather, determined the Stadtholder to de- 
dare, that the fleet ftlould riot go to fea. 
* AnK>ng a nation liefs phlegmatic, a conduct 
fo criminal would have - fent the Admiral-Ge- 
neral immediately to the fcaffold: The Dutch 
diflembled, and cautioufly confined ihemfelves 
t^ an examination of all the documents, in 
order to make ufe of them at a proper oppor- 
tunity. 

WilMam 
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WilKairi V. fufFcrcd no opportunity to efcapft 
of (hewing his ill will. A great number <^ 
vd&ls* dcftined for the Baltic trade, were co^i 
le£ted together, and had required to bepfi^ 
fe^Eted by a force fo much the njore confides* 
ablcy as it was known that ten EngH(h fail <i^. 
the line, under the command <)f Admiral Par-i 
ker, were then ia the Sound. William caused 
fome (hips to be armed, and entrufted * tJwi 
command of them to Admiral Zoptman, Hfe 
wa? ian officer loaded with years, who ^y^ 
fcarcely known, becaufe he had hot for a lengths 
of time been in fervice; ami it was well uav 
derftood that this choic6 was not made whkR 
out defign. He rcprefented that the forcrt 
entnifted to him was not adequate : he wasr 
pacified, by being told, that he w^ould fall in 
with Admiral Kiogfberg, who, with feveral; 
(hips, was cruifing in his track. He.ftt fail! 
with his convoy. In faA, he did meet Admi- 
n^iral King(be]g, and entreated him to format! 
junSion. Kingfberg (hewed him his inftriiC' 
tjons, which did not allow him more tbiui 
twenty-four houi^ at his own difpofal, and en- 
joined him to make lail for Holland at the ex- 
piration of that time. Thus was the unfortu- 
nate 2k)utn>an deceived and facrificed ; for he 
was not in a condition to refill alone, and to 

fave 
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ftve^ his dotivof. But Kingibctg^ tbe grefsUeft 
ifiaman in Holland^ and perhaps in Eurbpi^ 
tfeoQ^ Ttry much attached to the Sudtholcter^ 
wa^.ftill more (b to honour. He fornled % 
jtindiion tbe» with Zoutman^ and pi'omfM 
t<^ accompany him ftiiJ fome days beyond thft 
time prefcribed by hb inftnufttons. 

' V^tket, who^ on his fide, was peife^If wel{ 
ikiibrmtd, haftened to q^ait the Sound, and 
pfioceeded to^ meet the Dtktch convoy; not 
erven imagining that he (honld experience the' 
ihaalleft difficulty in taking pofleffion <^ it. 
Tbe engagement took place on the Doggei^ 
Bank, towards the fide of Jutland^ and tlte 
Englifh were very much aftoniflied lo: find a 
force (o little difproportionate to their >0wi%» 
The difiertnce was but a fhip or two 9 and'^^ne 
large Dutch frigate, of forty guns had the^hardi* 
Uood to fall into the line. The engagement - 
commenced; 2^utman maintained it like a 
hero ; Kingiberg feconded him with intrepidity;. 
sad Parker; after ufelefs efforty to^ break their 
line, feeing himfelf very roughly handled, 
judged it proper to make a retreat before bk 
ihips (hould be completely difabled, and fkH 
into the enemy's power. 

The news of this adion was received at Am- 
fterdam with tranfports of joy by all the pa- 
triots 
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tFiots, and even by thi9fe <tf Iht^ o^^te party, 
vrho . had iic^ yet efntir^y toft trevf lentiment 
of the national dignity; It wai very different 
al tlie StadthbWfetiaft Goiirt, whiere it Wasre-i 
ceived M^ith a tnelanckoly filence, i;^ich bttt 
too: mueh indicated hopes ckeeived. It wto 
even aflcrted at the time* *hat in the firft mo*' 
\^nts, William Y. was fo little ttiafter bf 
his vexation, ai himfelf to betray the fecrelt 
of his thoughts, by letting thefe words elcape : 
^ I hope at kaft that the EngHOi. have toft 
*• nothing." This phrafe bears a chara^yer fb 
improbable, that we wilLnot venture to aniwer 
for the truth of it. It is, nevertlielefs, very cer- 
tain, that the confternation was general ^t 
C^urt, where nobody dared to Ipeak of an 
event fo honourable to the Dutch Navy ; and 
when the conqueror of the i)ogger-Bank te- 
turned from his expedition, he was received 
without aiiy mark of diftinftion, ''with ther 
coldnefs which accompanies the moft perfed 
indifference* ; and the brave Zoutman, with- 
out departing from his fimpHcity and his mo- 
defty, returned to his original obfcurity, front 
which the Admiral-General was never again 
inclined to recall him. 

* Mxc^ptus trenfi ofcuh nulloqae fermone ^ turhafervlentimm 
fi iminifcuii^ 

Tacit, in Jgric» - 

ft 
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It may be. Aid, that the engageqietit of the 
DpggerrB^nk was a vidory which the patriots 
l^d obtained over the Stadtholder; and their 
party received from it ^ great incrcafe oS 
firepgth and extenfioa. They took advantage of 
the niomenty, to ftrike a decilive blow at the? 
StadthoMeriai^ authority ; to make themfelves 
mafters of the deliberations of the mod im- 
^taqt affairs, and to cnfure to their party an* 
lAContcllible fuperiority over their opponents, ^ 

The war with England was terminated by 
the peace of 1783. It had coft the Dutch 
their fettlement (rf Negapatnam, on the eoaft of 
Coromandel. The facrifice was not very im- 
portant ; but its value was exa^erated by the 
Stadtholderians, who thence took occaficm to- 
indulge in declamations againft France ; whilft, 
it was evident, that the evil had its fource in 
the criminal nianccuvres, by which, the Stadt- 
^c4der pfevented the junftjon of the Dutch 
fleet with that of Breft; a plan which might 
have infallibly led to a very different Peace* 
This was the moment toeftablifh an entire new 
policy in Holland, and to found an alliance 
with France, It was defired at Verfailles, be- 
caufe it promifed many advantages when the 
Republican party Chould have gained fuperior 
influence. It was ardently wiflied by the pa- 
5 triots, 
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tifiots, becaufe it procured them a formidable 
fupport from without ; in furniftirng thetn, from 
within, with powerful means to render nugatorjT 
all the tir will of their Stadtholder- WiUiam V. 
alone, feeretly felt an invincible repugnance 
againft this raeafure; but he could not oppofe 
it openly, without putting into the hands of the 
J^triots, arrtis too dangerous againft himfelfl 
The negociation, then, was carried on, with all 
the adivity which the embarraffmeht of forms, 
prefcribed by the Dutch conftitution, wbu)4 
allows and the treaty, figned at Verfailles the 
8th of November, 1785, was ratified by the 
States-General the 1 2th of December following. 
This event, which might food be rendered 
totally ufelefs by the cardeflhefs and timidity 
of the French Court j was celebrated by th6 
^Mtt'riots iii all the provinces-; and eVencbmme- 
rtr6rated by medals' ftruck at AmfteVdam, Rot- 
terdam, and Zuric^Zee, a Tmall town in Zea* 
laiid, highly diftinguilhed by the fpirit of li- 
berty with which it was animated. ' 

This was, beyond difpute, one of the moft import- 
jMit political a(9:s of the Count deVergennes, then 

Minifterfor Foreign Affairs; who, after wrefting 
North- America from the dominion of the Engi^ 
li(h» and afterwards depriving them of the 
Dutch alliance; confideraWy diminiflied their 

relative 
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relative force» hy augmenting that of Fr^ocf 
in the iatne proportioiK 
. The negociation h^ been very intricate; iofp 
pending the treaty of alliance, a treaty of p^ aiae 
was alfo n^ocioting between Holland and th« 
Court, of Vienna; and France h^ accepted the 
office of mediator between the two powers. It 
is known that Jofeph IL had uaexpe£tedl]r 
formed pretenfions on the town of Maeftricht» 
which did. not bear even the (hadow of juftice^ 
then changing the ob}e<9:» he bad reliaquifbed 
his claim as to Maefixicht) and iafiiled on the 
free navigation of the Scheldt ; and at length 
encountering infurmountablp difficulties, not only 
on the part of Holland, but; even on the part 
of Francp alfp, he was redi^^ed to a demand of 

money. ; .. . '^ 

It was evident that the Dutch o\vcd hina 
nothing; but tlire love of peace, and .the lug- 
geftions of France, detennintd; them, not t^ 
turn a deaf ear to the Imperial propofitions. The 
mediation was fubnxitted to die Cabinet, cf 
Verfailles. This was a bargain, father than a 
n^ociation, fince the peace was confidered by 
the contradors ^as a merchandife which the 
JEmpcror wifhed to fell for ten millions, ^hijft 
only five were offered by the Dutch, Thip 
was in fad the reciprocal price. The Emperor*s 

demands, 
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demands, iexorlHiiant at ficft» hadtxien loMered 

"tooiine inillioas five huodr^ ttoi^fimdOdiioai 

but the Dutch i^bftinatdy adhei^ taiibdr 

firft ofier of five miUkMis** I!he me&ak(x 

nbbljr put an end to .the dt$oulty»' add tkofkd 

this fliaoidul ftnig^e of avarice againfl: thk 

fpirit of eqinty and cDCoitomy, hf pkdgiag 

faimfelf to pay to the Emperor the four nal- 

lions and a half which lemained in difpute i B> 

that the treaty of peace between Holland and 

Vieana was figned on the lame day as that>^ 

the alliance with tl^ United Provifices« .. 

The two ti^eaties, arriving in Holland at the 

&Qie time, laii^t, and in fad did^ produce a 

ienfation entirely to itbe advantage^ of the. pa- 

ti^ts; and k was time Jthat>ian:!ewfit £> ittD- 

portant (hould yield them ftrength, to ' -cnafafc 

^hem^tjs-mamtaiii thecadfeJof. tibefty agsCinft 

-imfy Icind of attodk ^irhickJit'had; to enduse 

<t««m-tlifeStadthodderian /party*;. , i\ .: . ^ 

... • ' ./ ■ ' A' . 'r 

. ^;f It WW in ^his manner th*t Frcdcri^ the Great forefaw 
that this quarrel would be terminated. As lie was one day. 
flirerting hhnfclf Vith the I>mch Mtniftcr, alt his -Court, ^ 
the i{>reteBfiani of Jofqi^ nskttrff to Mvftricht zvA Ae 
$cheldt, lie jocularly (aid of them : *^ I fee already hovr 
thi« affair will be fiiii(hed. you will givp the Bmperor 
/gmetbifig t$ drink^ andth^n w!fi ire do iong^a que^t^ 
about nothing." It is faid that Jofeph 11, was notlgoomt 
4^t)iis bon moT, 

I Tbcfe 
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I Vhek infiiiencecU and that principally at 
^tbe Hague, tb« loweft claffes of the people, by 
.mhicb they excited popular commotions at 
.pk^re. This abominable expedient was, and 
'always! had been, in the hands of the Stadt- 
^liolders, a very dangeroi^ weapon, which, 
without appearing to take a part in it, they 
employed to dcftroy thofe of their adverfaries, 
from whom they thought it was not otherwife 
in their power to rid thenifelves. And to cite 
one example ; the Stadholderian fanaticifm had 
excited the commotion, which terminated, by 
the horrible maflacre of the virtuous and un- 
fortunate Dewitts* It is Cbrewdly fufpefted> 
that this refource was not negledled in tfee 
-^rifisat which the.authority of William V. bad 
arrived. 

We are very far indeed from wilhing to gjve 
credit to^ dbe tedious recitals of each of theCe 
commotions ; but we cannot pafs over iii Clepce 
that of the 8th of September, 1785, becaufe 
ijt was important in its objeft 5 and in its con- 
fequences gave birth to the celebrated quef- 
'tion of the command of the Hague ; and intro- 
duced the firft interference of the Court of 
Berlin in the internal government of the Re- 
public. 

van- 
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Van-Berkel, Giflaer, and Zeeberg, were the 
principal lcader3 of the patriotic' party. The 
firft was penfioner of the city of Amfterdam ; 
thefccond, of Dort; and the third, of Harlem; 
They had on that day fet out for the country, 
with fome friends, who played a very important 
part in the fcene. It was on a Sunday, a day on 
which the Dutch in general very religioufly ab- 
ftain from all bufinefs, and fufpend the Aflcm- 
bly of the States of the Province, as well as 
that of the States-General. They were to 
return in the evening in a yacht, and the 
place of their debarkation was known. In the 
morning the ferment began to (hew itfclf 
amongft the populace. In the courfe of the 
day it increafed, and towards the clofe of it 
became extremely threatening. A thoufand 
indications clearly marked its origin ; and the 
fcene of adion,^ which was principally confined 
to the fpot where the yacht was to land, left 
no doubt as to the true objedt of the commotion. 
The Stadtholder had retired to a country-houfe, 
called " The Houfe in the Woody'' fituated 
at a fort a quarter of a league from the Hague. 
The tumult had arrived at that point, which 
could no longer be reprdSed but by the aflift- 
ance of an armed force, and the urgency of the 
occafion would not allo\i^ of an addrefs to the 

VOL. I. I, Captain- 
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Captain-General, for the purpofe of obtaining 
an order from him to put the garrifon of the 
Hague in motion ; befides, in perfuafion that 
William V. was the firft mover of the tumult, 
there was no doubt made that orders were given 
to the garrifon, in fuch a manner that the fedi- 
tious multitude would have had all the time 
that was neceflary for the execution of their 
defign. 

In a crifis fo preffing, the Gecomiteerde^Raad^ 
QT Council-Committee^ whofe funflions we have, 
pointed out above, took, in its quality of re- 
prefentative-legate of the Sovereign, the refo- 
lution of giving inftant orders to the garrifon, 
without requiring the intervention of (be 
Captain-General. The . military force was in- 
iiantly marched to the place indicated; it 
etxecuted with promptitude and loyalty the or-- 
ders it received; flopped die progrefs of the 
commotion.; took pofleffion of the fpot where 
the patriots were to land ; proteded them 
on their arrival ; and facilitated the means of 
their return to their habitations, without fuf- 
fering the fmaUeft accident. During the night 
numerous patroles were eftabliflied ; the fedi- 
tious, whofe meafures were entirely fruftrated 
by this vigilance, retired alfo ; and all was then 
>tiuiet. 

But 
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But William V. was not fo. The heist day 
the States of Holland, ftmck by AVhat had 
pafied the preceding evening, h^d deliberated^ 
in their aflemblyj <^ the hiedns of preventing 
finiilar events in future. And as tranquillity 
depended on the precifion of the orders given 
to the troops to maintain it ; too uncertain of 
the good Will df the Stadtholder, they had en- 
t?ufted -^'thii care to the Covncil-Conimittee i 
tti^i i^h^t is^ very rerharkable, to the unani- 
mity of the eighteen voting cities, amongft which, 
were, befidesi feVeral Vei*y much attached to 
the Stadtholderian cdUfe 3. fo univerfal was tht 
perfuafioh that William was no ftranger to 
thefe feditious rnovements. At that moment 
the Prince appeared in the aflembly, com- 
plained of the refolution which had juft paffed^ 
entreated that the difpofition of the troops 
might be left to him, at lead at that time, 
with a promife to give the moft exprefs orders 
to prevent every kind of tumult. HewithdreWj 
whilfl they deliberated on his requefti but the 
States perfifted in their refolution with the fame 
unanimityj and the order of the Nobleffe was 
the only one which refufed its affent^ accom- 
panying jts refufal with a proteft. 

William conceived the moft lively refent- 

ment at the rejeftion of his requeft, and the 

L 2 meafures 
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meafures to which he refortcd were the pri- 
mary fource of all the evils which enfued, and 
of the civil war which foon after broke out. 
Neverthelefs, in precifely fixing the ftate of the 
queftion, it is reduced,, in the laft analization, 
to afcertain — " Whether the Sovereign, in the 
" place even of its refidence, had a right to 
*' iflue its immediate orders to the garrifoo 
" without the intervention of its Captain* 
" General ? or whether it was from the Cap- 
" tain-General alon€ that the garrifon cauld 
" receive orders ?" It is difficult to conceive 
that fuch a queftion could be ftarted, fince the 
fupreme command could never exclufively be* 
long to the Captain-General, without placing 
the Sovereign in an abfolute dependance on its 
firfl: funftionary, which is repugnant to the na- 
ture of things. This command of the States- 
General, alfo, had only been granted to the 
Stadtholder, in order to be exercifed by him, 
during their pleafiire ; a claufe by which they 
referved the fupremacy to themfelves, in order 
to refume the exercife of it as foon as circum- 
ftances (hould appear to them to require it. 

William V. confidered things under a very 

diiSerent point of view. Humbled by the de- 

cifion of the States of Holland, he began by 

quitting his uniform, as if that refolution had 

5 ftripped 
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ftripped him of his commiffion of Captain- 
General; fet off afterwards for Breda; from* 
whence he went to (hut himfelf up in his 
caftle of Loo, in Gueldres, fifteen leagues from 
the Hague. Thence he tranfmitted an ac- 
count to the Court of Berlin of all that had 
Juft pafled, in hopes that the King of Pruffia 
would make a family affair of it, and that he 
would addrefs a memorial to the States of Hol- 
land, in which he would infift that they fhould 
reftore to him the command of the Hague, as a 
right inherent in his dignity y threatening not 
to return to that refidencc if he experienced a 
refufal. 

Again it mud be remarked, that the refolu- 
tion of the States of Holland took not from 
the Prince the principal direftion of the gar- 
rifon of the Hague in every thing that might 
concern difcipline and economy; it was a mea- 
furc of the moment, and when circumftances 
fhould become more calm, every thing would 
infallibly return into the ufual courfe. Wil- 
liam therefore, at that time, purfued only a 
fucceffion of falfe and inconliderate fleps ; and 
by wifhing to force his fovereign to a (hameful 
capitulation, it is evident that he voluntarily 
clofed the avenue to all reconcilement. But, 
perhaps he w*s alfo defirous to carry things to 
L 3 extremities. 
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extremities, foleiy to compel Pruffia to inters 
^ere, and by this means to take advantage, in 
order entirety to crufli the oppofite party. 

It was a long time before thefe hopes were, 
realized. The great Frederic was ftill alive, 
and concerned hlmfelf but little abo^it his. 
niece ; and being accuftomed to judg^ of merx 
only by their intrinfic worth, he held the Stadt- 
holder in no fort of efte^m ; and, above all, be 
was far from being willing to derange the leaft 
of his political combinations for an obj^dt fo 
unimportant ^s the command of the Hague. 
The efforts of William would then have totally 
fallen at Berlin, if Herbert had not, at that 
time, been Minifter there. Devoted to the 
Princefs Stadtholder, and devoured by the paltry 
vanity of having himfelf fpoken of, he reprefcnte^ 
the affair in fuch a manner to Frederic, as to en- 
gage this Prince to confent to enter into it, bub 
to ufe only means of perfuafion. Patriots ox 
Stadtholderians were all quite equal in his eyes^ 
His interference was therefore limited to fome 
official fteps, and certain memorials prefented to 
France and to the States of Holland, by his Mi-^ 
niflersat the Hague, and at Paris. FromVerfailles 
it was anfwered^ Tl^at the command of the Hague 
was a queflion which belonged to the internal 
goyerninent of the Province of Holland -, and 

with 
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with which the French Miniftry diti not think 
they ought to interfere, to avoid giving a ftab 
to the liberty of an allied power. Holland re- 
plied, with a noble fimplitity, by limiting her- 
felf to eftablilb the fads, and the true ftate o^ 
the queflion, and did riot take the trouble to 
demonftrate how very infupportable the preten- , 
fions of the Prince were ; and the affair from 
that time aflumed the charader rather of an in- 
trigue than a negociat^on. 

In the mean time the memorial by which the 
Prince claimed the command of the garrifon of 
the Hague, as a right inherent in his dignity ; 
required a formal refolution of the States of 
Holland. Van-Berkel, .the Penfioner of Am- 
ftcrdam, had digefted and prefented a report, 
which oppofed the Stadholderian pretenfions; 
and this report, taken ad referendum^ was cir^ 
culatcd in the cities, where it formed the fub- 
jed of the deliberations of the Regencies. Out 
of the eighteen voting towns, the Patriots had 
ufually fourteen on their fide ; amongft 
which was Amfterdam, confidered as the moft 
faithful to the caufe of liberty. Intrigue, on 
this occafion, fucceeded inmiileading the Coun* 
cil of that city, and Van-BerJ^rs report was 
rejeded. The defedlion of Amfterdam drew 
-m^ ^ along with it that of feme fmall towns, to 

V 4 which 
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which it tt all times gave the impetus, and 
(hook ibme others. This change of mind ren* 
dercd the folution of the queftion more pro* 
blematical, and the Patriots were obliged to 
labour anew, in order to fecure the majority. 
There remained but five towns on which they 
could depend. Six were dill on the balance, 
feven were in the oppofition. 

In this critical iituation the Patriots had need 
of all their conftancy, in order to regain the 
ground they had loft, and to throw Amfterdam 
into the minority. They fucceeded ; and as 
foon as they were certain of the plurality of 
fuffrages, the queftion of the command of the 
Hague was brought before the States of Hol- 
land, where it was decided againft the Stadt- 
holder by a majority of ten voices againft nine : 
which refolution was paffed the 27 th of July^ 
1786. This was a very fmall majority for a 
refolution to which both parties attached fo 
great an importance : but if it be taken into 
confideration, that, of nineteen voices, of which 
the States of Holland are compofed, ten of 
them decidedly took away the command from 
the Prince; three only preferved it to him entire, 
and the other fix only granted it to him, but 
with reftriftions, to which hehad given an abfolute 

refufal^ 
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refuial, it will be feen that William was really 
in a minority, confifting of three agalnft fix- 
teen. 

Thus terminated an affair much more celc- 
t>rated than important, and which the Stadt- 
holder might have flopt in its origin, if he had 
known how to give way to the circumffances clE 
the moment : but whether from the eflfeft of his 
natural obftin^y, or whether folely from the 
bad advice of thofe who furrounded him, he 
was determined to have all or nothing; and by 
thx33 puftiing things to the extreme, he reduced 
the States of Holland to the necefEty of adopt- 
ing jefolutions of quite a different nature, and 
which attacked his prerogative, on the points to 
which he was mod ardently attadlied. 

Whilil this affair was going on, and both 
parties displayed all their powers, the one to 
cnfure its fuccefs, and the other to make it mif- 
carry; the patriots were employed on fome other 
objefts, which, to fuperficial minds, might ap- 
pear trifling, but which mufl be allowed impor- 
tant, in the ^yes of thofe who know the cffcSt 
of external appearances on the mind of the 
multitude, whofe ideas it is at all times highly 
important to correft, but more particularly f# 
in the time of a revolution. 

Militar}^ 
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Military honours were exclufively paid to the 
Stadtholder, even by the Holland regiment d£ 
guards, folely appropriated to guard the States 
of Holland. Its colours bore, indeed, the arms 
of the Province, "but they were quartered with 
thofe of the Prince in fuch a manner,' that the 
Stadtholderian efcutcheon was difplayed in full, 
and ftruck all eyes, whiltl thofe of the Province 
were fcarcely diftinguifhable. It was the fame 
with the gorget of the officers. At length, that 
Stadtholderian-gate, of which we have above 
made mention, that gate, a daily infult to the 
dignity of the Sovereign, was ftill interdidted 
to the deputies, as well of the Province as of 
the States- General. The day of 27th Febru* 
ary terminated this abufe. Military honours 
•were paid to the States at the entrance of the 
deputies to the aflembly, as well as ^t their de- 
parture. The regiment of guards received new 
colours, which no longer bore the arms of the 
Prince, but only the Belgic Lion. At laft 
the Stadtholderian-gate was opened, not only to 
the deputies, but to aH citizens,, without dif-» 
tinftion. . 

But let it not be imagined, that it was herq^ 
queftion only to wound the Prince's felf-love^ 
or to gratify a motion of vanity, by afluming 
fome marks of diftindion, which cuftom had 

not 
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not till then authorifed. Republican Simpli- 
city was above tbefe paltry confiderations, and 
the patriots w^rp guided by views more fane and 
profound. They knew that the populace, whom 
it was fo in^portant to manage ; the inftrumcnt 
of fo' m^ny revolutioiis in Holland, had been 
almoft irrefiftibly Jed to confound the external 
pomp of the fovereignty with the fovereignty 
itfelf ; and that this was the fource of its blind 
attachment to the Houfe of Orange i that when 
it faw on one fide the members of the States 
lenter into, and depart from, the afT^mbly in their 
mpdeft cojiume^ without exciting the leaft at- 
tention, the Stadtholder, furrounded by a pomp 
truly royal, fixing all looks, receiving external 
honours at every ftep, it could not but im^inq 
that there was the power, where it faw the mag- 
nificence ^ in a word, that, having the fove- 
reign and the fubjed under view, it applied 
thefe two denominations, precifejy in the fenfe 
conformable to appearances, and contrary to 
reaUty. 

In refpedt to the regiments it was nearly the 
fame; the officers, feeing on their colours and 
their gorgets the fliield of the Prince, n^r to 
which that of the Province was fcarcely percep- 
tible, infenfibly became accuftomed to look on 
themfelves as belonging to the Stadtholder ratlier 

than- 
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than to the States; and the more willingly 
adopted this fentimenty which further flattered 
their vanity. Thence a general difpofition to 
obey the Prince with more e^ernefs than the 
States; a pernicious difpofition, which in cir* 
cumftances of difficulty might become fatal to 
the internal repofe of the Republic. 

It became then very important to enlighten 
the (bldier and the populace ; to inform them in 
whom the fovereign power refided, in fuch man- 
ner, that they might be no more miftaken; and, 
fince this multitude formed their judgment on 
external honours only; on this report of the two 
refolutions of the States of Holland, refled a 
very wife and well-grounded policy. 

They were not carried into execution tiB the 
17th of March following; and the fcene which 
pafled on that very day, in proving the import- 
ance which the people attached to thefe changes, 
equally flbewed how extremely urgent it was to 
reftify their ideas. The difgraceful Stadthol- 
derian-gate had remained open from the 15th. 
To the local detail we have already given, it is 
neceflary for underflanding that which follows, 
to add, that this gate forms an arch-way of 
from twenty to thirty feet. This is joined by a 
bridge thrown over a wide and deep canal, 
which furrounds the palace, and ornamented 

with 
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with a fmall parapet, breaft high. This bridgt 
is joined to a kind of fquare, or large outer- 
court, which that day, as well as the inner-court^ 
was found to be filled by an immcnfc multi- 
tude of the populace, attraded and hurried 
thither by the defire of feeing the ceremony oi 
military honours paid to the Sovereign States in 
the pcrfon of their members. Till that time-, 
none of them had thought proper to make ufc 
rf the prerc^tive of paffing through the Stadt- 
holderian-gate, and under various pretexts they 
continued to go out by the oppofite fide. It is 
probable, that none of them dared to lead the 
way, and expofe themfelves to rilks, in the midft 
of a populace whofe bad intentions were weH 
-known to them. 

Giflaer, young, and certainly very courageous, 
felt how fatal this timidity might prove, from 
the ridicule which it would naturally caft upon 
the States in general, and upon each of its 
^members in particular, and he devoted himfelf 
to the fupport of his caufe. Accompanied by 
Gaeverts, burgomafter of Dort, he advanced 
towards the Stadtholderian-gate. It was crowded 
by the populace. The coachman was frightened, 
and dared not proceed. Giflaer put his head 
out of the window, and commanded him to 
drive on in defiance of all obftacles : his coach 

became 
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■became ehtangled under- the arch^way. At 
this momenft fome trillaiiis rulhcd forward, arid 
flopped its progrefs, whilft others feized the 
reigns of the horfcs* It is clear that the cataf- 
tropbe would not have been long delayed, had 
it not been prevented by the horfe guards, 
who came up at full Ipeed, eafily difperfed the 
multitude, and feized on him that appeared 
the nioft furious. Giflaer paiTed fafe and tri- 
umphant, and all bis colleagues have fince pafled 
the fame way. . . 

To conclude, the plot was not executed a$ 
it had been conceived. The villains ought to 
have waited till the coach, having pafled. the 
gate, had arrived on the bridge, which is not 
very wide. Then, whilfl fome cut the traces of 
the horfes with knives, which had been made 
exprefsly for the purpofe, others were to throw 
themfelves gn the coach, and to overturn it 
into the canal. Their precipitation caufed 
the failure of the plan, and Giflaer was not 
drowned ; but he would infallibly have been, 
afl^affinated, had he not been quickly fuccourcd- 
The arrefl:ed criminal was found to be a hair- 
drcfler, a domeftic to a chamberlain of the 
Prince, named Bigot, an avowed perfonal ene- 
my of Giflaer; and one circumftance, which 
fliould not be overlooked, is, that this hair- 

drefler 
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dreffer had arrived from Loo precifely two days 
before the tranfadion. ' It may eafily be con- 
ceived to what conjedures this concurrence 
gave place ; it is at leaft (ingular, if it wasfad* 
ventitious* 

The profecution of the criminal was referred 
to the council committee, in order to be tried 
in the Provoft's court : the fentence foon fcAr 
lowed — ^it was the punifliment of death. When 
it was prefented to the States of Holland, 
Giflaer and Gaeverts, as being parties to the 
profecution, at firft declined to vote ; then di- 
vetting themfelves of their character of repre- 
fantatives, in order to appear only as injured 
individuals, they requefted and obtained a 
commutation of the punifliment in favour of 
the culprit. Neverthelefs, the preparations for 
the execution were made the next day with 
much/folemnity. The criminal was led through 
a double row, formed by the garrifon, from his 
prifon to the fcafFold, where his fentence was 
read to him. It expreffed that he had been 
unanimoufly condemned to death by his judges^ 
but that, by the particular folicitation even of 
thofe he had intended to murder, the States of 
Holland had granted him his Yifcy and limited 
his punifliment to perpetual imprifonment. He 

was 
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was afterwards taken back to his prifon with the 
tamefolemnity. 

In times of trouble and divifion, every unfuc- 
cefiful enterprife of either party infallibly gives 
additional ftrength to its opponent. This hap- 
pened on the prefent occafion. The danger 
juft efcaped by Giflaer, the moft adive, as well 
as the moft ardent, among the chiefs of the pa- 
triotic party, attached to his name and perfbn a 
marked intereft ; and even a fof t of veneration, 
under the influence of which, meafures were, 
without contradiction, adopted, that had no 
other aim but to ftrengthen the party, and more 
and more to reprefs the Stadtholderian fpirit. 
It is thus that the free corps formed by volun- 
tary aflbciations of patriotic citizens, who were 
trained on fixed days to the ufe of arms, and 
•uher military exercifes; but who, till that time, 
had not a legal exiftence, were authorifed and 
cftablinied,and, by an exprefs refolution, placed 
under the infpedtion and immediate protedion 
of the States of Holland -, whilft thofe which 
the Stadtholderian populace had formed, in imi- 
tation of the citizens, were, by the fame refolu- 
tion, diffolved, and profcribed with difgrace. 
Thefe meafures contributed very much to en- 
fure the public tranquillity, and the corps thus 
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fandtidned By law, in the fequel rendeted Very 
important fervices to the Republican party in 
the interior of the Province of Holland. 

Whilft' thefe things were paffing at the 
Hague, the Stadthplderian authority, was at- 
tacked in one of its ufurpations, which the fpirit 
of liberty bore with the greateft impatience. 
This was the law of 1674, which lay heavy, as 
we have already faid, on the Provinces of 
Gueldres, of Utrecht, and Over-Yffel. This 
affair was foreign to the Province of Holland; 
but though it was not allowed by the conftitu- 
tion diredtly to interpofe its interference, the 
abolition of this law was a part too effential to 
the Republican fyftem, for the Dutch Patriots 
to neglefl: feeking to promote it by every nxcans 
.which the conftitution had left at their dif- 
po&I. 

The firft impulfe was given at Utrecht, in 
the month of December, 1785. For a length 
of time, the citizens of that place employed 
all their eiForts in order to obtain the fuppreffio^i 
of the law of 1674; to fubftitute a new one 
in its place^ all the points of which had been 
agreed on, and which had even been delivered 
to the prefs, in order to be fubmitted to tlie 
tribunal of public opinion. . A magiftracy al- 
moft entirely ariftocratic could not but confe- 

VoL, I- . M crate 
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Cfltte It by thtit approbation, and this had been 
expefl^ed. The body of citizens, firm in their 
defign, were affembled to tlic number of five 
thoufand in the great fquare, before the Town- 
houfe, in order to demand the acceptance of 
the new law. The whole multitude were ?vith- 
out armjs, and waited for the anfwer of the 
magift rates with a calmncfs and compofurc of 
which there is not, perhaps, any other but the 
Dutch Nation that can fumiih an exampde^ 
The magiftmtee, convinced, by their own eycs^ 
that the with which had been prefentcd to 
them was truly the general defire, after a long 
deliberation accepted it, under a condition, 
thit this new law (bould be (an&ioncd by 
the' States of the Province, which were to be 
aflembkd three months afterwards. The five 
thoufand petitioners, after haviqg remained af* 
^embled duriiig thirteen hours in the moft pro- 
found peace^ feparated with the fame phfcgin, 
■without tumult, and without having occafioned 
•Ihe leaft complaint. 

The fatal day arrived, which was the 20th of 
March, i^M. But, fince the 6tli, themagi- 
-ftracy had retraded every thing which it had 
-agreed to on the 20th of the preceding Decem- 
l>er,and had iffued a proclamation on this fubjeft, 
whlclr excited a univerfal ferment in the towns. 
5 The 
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The citizeos afljbmbled* ajt the (s^^ne place, aad 
in the fotpp inanner, which they had done three 
months before. The coancU were met to the 
iai«nber of thkty-pne pacmbers, the majority 
pf'whom favoured the law of 1674; and the 
others, the new <5ne. Tl^ body of citizens, 
ftill without arms, held firm, and determined 
not to fcpa4"ate till their demands were granted* 
This conft^ncy difconcerted the refrafitory coup- 
feUors, who made their retreat, leaving the field 
<^pen tp their adverfaries. Thefc immediately 
deputed three from among them, in order to 
receivp, in the oame of the council, the oath of 
the body of citizens to the new law: they 
themfelves being bound to the dd one by an 
oath, which engaged them till the zot;h of OAo- 
ber following, promifed to fwear at that period 
to that which had juft been eftabliflied.' 

Whilft waiting, the citizens took two fteps 
of importance; they created a College of Com- 
miffaries, fpecially deftined to w^tch over their 
interefts, for the fupport of their rights. 'Thefe 
were really tribunes of the people; and in the 
beginning of July, they publifhed a manifefto, 
in which they announced the irrevocable refolu- 
tion of abolifhing the law of 1674. 

This manifefto foon led to a ftill more deci- 
sive operation; and on the 2d of Auguft follow- 

M2 ins. 
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ing, they again formed themfelvcs in the great 
Iquare, in eight companies, ranged in a circle. 
The magiftrates who filled- the old regency 
were requefted to enter into the circle. It was 
known beforehand, that, out of thirty-feven^ 
thirty would refufe: five only prefented them-* 
felves; the two others alleged the obligation of an 
oath, which bound them till the 12th of Ofto- 
berj but gave affurances that they did not the 
lefs approve of what had paffed, and that they 
would readily accede to it the moment they 
were difengaged from their oath. 

The body of citizens then turned out the 
thirty refufing counfellors, preferving to them, 
however, the other employments with which 
they might be inverted, and which had not a 
dire<5t connexion with general affairs. By that 
they wifhed to (liew, in the moft unequivocal 
tnanner, the purity of their intentions, and to 
do away all fufpicion that their conduft had 
been dictated ipy party animofity. The College 
of Commiflaries was folemnly inftalled in place 
of the Aflemblies. The body of citizens fepa- 
rated, in the midft of an immenfe crowd of the 
people and of ftrangers, whom curiofity and the 
novelty of the fpeAacle had attracted thither 
from all parts of the Republic, and who re- 
turned, highly aftoniOied at the order and the 
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profound calm, which nothing had been able 
to interrupt, in the whole courfe of this impor- 
tant operation. 

The 1 2th of Oftober, at Itmgth, arrived: 
things paffed with the fame tranquillity which 
had already teen obfcrved in the precedihg af- 
ferablies. The new r^ency, which, during the 
interval, had been completed, was inftallcd with 
great ceremony;, it took the oath to the new 
law» and the irrevocable abolition of that cf 
1674, and fixed thefeal to the Revolution of 
Utrecht 

It may wdl be imagined, that in the co^axh 
of this Revolution the voice of negociation had 
not been negleded oh. the part of the people, 
accuflomed to do notiiing but with too much 
meafure and method. Deputes on both fides 
bad been named; but thofe of the Prince couki 
not produce any fcn^mal powers, and thoic q£ 
Utrecht foon jierceived that the wi(h was to lull 
their vigilance aileep, and to occafion the lofs of a 
precious opportunity: fo that thcfe oraiferences, 
broken off almod: as foon as be^uii, remained 
abfolutely without effeft, 
^ It was equally expefted that the States of the 
Province would refufe their fandion to the abo- 
lition of the old law. The compofition of thefe 
ftates was extremely vicious and defective; they 

M 3 were 
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weifc fbmied of the oqucftrian order, of the 
clcFgy, and of thti cities. The cities, which were 
five in number, to wit, Utrecht^ Amersfort^ 
Wycfc, Rhttien, ted Montfdrl, fdrmed only 
one voice; each df the two orders bad its own: 
thus the States being formed of three voices^ it 
was fafficient that the two privileged orders were 
agcctd (and this was always the cafe) to govern 
the Province at their will The Vice of this 
form is ftill more fenfibly perceived, when it b 
ttco&t^edy thatf the equeftnan order was re^ 
^uced to a dozen of nobles, and that of the 
clergy to a numbeir at ieafi: zi Gtazll. Tbefe 
tmo orden left Utrecht at this epoch, and re- 
♦ tii5pd to Amersfort, under the protedion of 
fbooe troops which the Prince had pku:ed in 
that city; and they continued to look upon 
tisemiidvcs is. the States of Utrecht, though 
tiie ab&ticeof the deputies x)f the cities ren- 
dbred their .afimbly abiblately unconfttttu 
tionaL 

Notwithftanding this reparation, the old law 
\l;ras iK>t the lefs abolifhed, and the example 
given by the Province of Utretht could not 
remain without effcd on the two others, which 
were fubjed to that opprcflive law. Gueldres 
itfelf, at iirft, joined in tlie meafure ; and its 
efforts fo efcape the tyranny led to ferious 
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fccncs, in which -the Stadtholder, for the firft 
time, fubftituting open vioknce inftcad of rea- 
(oiii in fome mcafure gare the iignal for civil 
war, and provoked, on the part of the States of 
Holland, rdblutions, which, according to a)l 
probability, might lead to its deflrudion. 

Gueldrcs was then become the rdal feat' of 
the power of the Stadtholder. A numcrdus 
nobility, in general not very rich, necdefl the 
Princess favour, in order to procure themfclves 
wealth and diftinttionr hence his court was' 
crowded with them; the lucrative places and 
employments were bcftowed on them. William 
could refufe them nothing; and bis favours 
were repaid by a boundlefe and fervile devotion, 
which occafionally led to the moft violent en* 
tliufiafm. We may judge of the extent and 
folidity of the Stadtholderian power over the 
States of a province, where he had fuch fop- 
porters. Ncverthelefi, this exceffive partiality 
was not fo univerfel, but there were ftiil to be 
found among the r^ots fome generous minds, 
who, refufing to bend their knee before the 
idol, and faithful mandatories of the pcopie 
they reprefented, dared to fuftain their rights 
with the courage and intrepidity of virtue, and 
m^de the voice of jiiftice be heard in the midft 
of corruption, regardlefs of the dangers to which 
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their heroic conduft, againft a numerous and 
violent majority, expofed them. The family 
of Capellen was diftinguiftied, above all others, 
by its incorruptible firmnefs. Never had the 
people a more conftant defender on every occa- 
iion, when its claims were juft; nor the Stadtr- 
hplder an adverfary more inflexible at all times, 
when his prctenfions exceeded the limits of the 
conftitution. 

On the other hand, the fpirit of patriotifm 
and erf liberty difplayed itfelf in the towns, 
among the fenfible citizens, with fo much the 
more energy as it had been more opprefled. 
Addrefles, figncd by thouiaiwis of citizens, were 
written and prefented to the States, which left 
no room to doubt their expreffing the general 
wifh -of the Province. They followed each 
other with fuch rapidity, and arrived from fo 
many quarters at the fame time, t}iat the States, 
undoubtedly embarrafled, and fearing ulti- 
mately their inability to refill, publiflied, at 
lafl:, a refolutioii which overwhelmed the liberty 
of the prefs, and prohibited the citizens from 
prefenting addrefles . in a body to (he Sove- 
reign. , 

This was an open violation of the mod ina- 
lienable rights of the nation; it was the com- 
pletion of delpotifm: but fuch was the abfo- 
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iute power of William V, in that Province, 
that his will there feldom experienced even the 
moft trifling refiftance. 

However, at this particular time he did ex* 
perience it, on the part of the two towns of 
Elburg and Hattem: the firft peremptorily re- 
fufed to publilh the refolution of the States 
againft the liberty of the pre(s, and the^privilege 
of the citizens to addrefe themfelves in a body, 
by petitions, to the Sovereign. Hattemrefifted 
an order iffued ftill mbre ^ii^edlly by the Sfeadt- 
holder. The Prince had -conferr^ on a private 
foidier of his body-guard the Office of Burgo- 
mafter of that town, which confidered itfelf 
infulted by futh an appointment. In this it 
perceived nothing lefs th^n the moft egregious 
abufe of authority; a mark of intolerable con- 
. tempt ; and nothing could induce it to receive 
fuch a perfon for its- chief magiftrate. Elbuig 
and Hat tern" Were two very fmall towns; but in 
a State, which by its copftitution is free, there 
are no fmall towns, The States -felt themfelv^ 
very much offended, and partook in the ptP- 
fonal refentment of the Prince, who, at thcii: 
requifition, prepared without delay to fend 
troops againtl the two refraftory towns. The 
news arrived fpeedily at the Hague, where it 
excited extreme folicitude, and occafioned an 
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cj^traoridinary fittings tb^ abjeft of wbrch was, 
to deliberate on the dagger witb which public 
liberty was threatened : a. Allied fo ferious kept 
* the afiembly \tt prct^bund fiknce. It received a 
charader ftiU more auguft from the obfervaace, 
this day, of a form feldom obferved but in ur- 
gent cafes ; and which always implied, that it 
was to be occupied by great objcfts concerning; 
the injimediatQ welf^ire of the. Republic* Tliis 
was the reading of a refolution taken, in 1663, 
by the Grafld Penfipaary De Witt, by which 
every membtrwas au^thorized to exprefs frankly 
and freely his opioion, whatever it might be, 
without any one being permit'ted afterwards to 
difturjb hiro, on that account, and without incur- 
ring the penalty of a crime againft the Sovereigo* 
After this ceremony, Giflaer addrefled the 
;^embly, and, in an eloquent fpeech of confi* 
d«:able len^h,. prefeoted a pifture of th^ con- 
d\i&. of the Stadth<^der fi^ce 1776^ and de- 
ipoftftrated, that the prefent momentous. crifis 
fif, tJ^.R^paJWic yi9A edtirely the work of that 
J^mq^U^^' ^(q proved that the exifting trou- 
|>lep, qf, thc( Province; of Gueldres had no other 
Iflpkijfce^ pwing.to the cpmpofition of the States, 
whofe members were almoft all officers of his^ 
coprt, or people attached to his perfcMi, from 
^^he.places they held Under him ; whilft the re- 
gencies 
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gencies of the towns wcr^ always, and every 
where, magiftrafes of Ws choice, &,c. &Cij smA 
he Concluded by offering three propofition^: 

1. To Write to the States of Gueldres, exhort-^ 
ing them to defift from all violent mcafure^j 
and prevent the neceffity of Hblland employing 
mcalis of defending the public liberty. 

2. To write to, the four other Provinces, fof 
the purpofe of prevailing on them to unite-with 
Holland in common meafures, relative to'thift 
maintenance of public tranquillity; and, above 
all, to prevent, by ftridt orders, the troops of 
their affeffment * from being employed againft 
thi citizens of the Republic. ^ 

3. To write to the Prince^ exhorting him to me* 
rit the ajiplaufe of the nation, by putting an end 
to the agitations of the tbuntry, Whidi depended 

• folelg^ 

•» The caftota w«i t0laffi*gA to. each particular Provlncii^ 
in proportion to its population and wealth, a certaiivnuinbej" 
of regiments of all dpfcriptions,, .which cocppofed the tota*. 
lity of the army." 'ihe Statesifefe'rier^l made thrs afTelfment, . 
by yiittte of Whfch Badi Praviixf^ remained charged with the 
payment of the regiments which fUl to its fhafe; hence the 
expreffion, that fuch a regiment is on the affelTment of fiich 
<i Pro\?ince. Th« higheft of thtfe affeff'ments was that of 
Holland, which, itt the mafs of ckpences of the union, con- 
tributed in the ratio of lixty to one hundred. Thus each 
Province retained the "command of the troops of its aifelf- 
ment, fince they were paid by it, without which the powe« 
0f the Captain- General would huve been unlimited. ^ 
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fofeljr on his will; and declaring,- t!mt if he per- 
fifted in afing force, at the ha^^arU of involviiiig 
the Republic in a civil war, the States of Hol- 
land muft be under the neceflSty of fufpending 
liUm from the exercife of all bi& emp^oymeat^ 
Jind dignities in their Province^ 

Of thefe three points, the two firft were inv 
inediktely aud unanimoufly adopted. The third 
ivas alfo agreed to by fifteen towns, and takep 
$[d rtfereizdum by the three others, which w€ff 
Anillerdam, Delft, and the Brill, whofe confent 
arrived next day^ and the refolutioawasadoptei^ 
immediately, 

Notwithftanding the promptitude with whidj 
this tieliberation was carried on, the refohition 
was ilill too tardy, and the ixiifchief was cpm-p 
pleted during the very time employed in wrkiag 
the letter to the Prince. It had been projefted 
OR the 4th of September, and on the 6th the 
diiaftrous news from Gueldres arrived at the 
Hague. ' 

William V. had difpatched from hi^ pala,c^ 
at Loo fome regiments, which advanced againft 
Elburg, with the artillery neceffary to beficge it; 
but the event rendered this preparation unne- 
ceflary. On the firft intelligence which was 
brought to that town of the march of the. troops, 

X 
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the inhabitants, unable to rdift fuch ^ forcc^ 
and, neverthelds, too na?uch animated by eiitim*i 
fiafm bafely to bend their neck beneath the yokc^ 
imanimoufly took the refol^ition of qtirtting the 
town. This generous, but cfefperate deterriai- 
nation, was immediately put in executieli. Wo* 
men, children, old men, and foldier$,iall for- 
look their natal foil, all embarked wth their 
^eds, and took refuge at Campen, a town in 
Over-yfel, fituate on the other fide of the Yfel; 
fo that the regiments, on their arrival, found 
nothing but profound filence, and the folitude 
of a defart. 

Imagine, if poffible, the awful eiFed which 
this event, accompanied by all its circiimftances, 
'muft have produced on the minds of Republi- 
cans, whom the caufe of liberty liad fo long 
kept in a ftate of fermentation' The degree of 
intereft and commiferation infpired by this de- 
plorable crowd of inhabitants, of every age and 
fex, who prefented the fpedlacle of their mifery 
to their neighbours and confederates, aflcing an 
afyltim from perfecution; and laftly, the im^ 
pulfe of indignation which muft have been ex- 
cited and felt in all parts, againfl a Prince, 
whom they faw fuftain the pretenfions of pride 
by means of violence, and wickedly diiplaying 
the preparations of war againfl: two unfortunate 
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finali tonens, with wiiofe' wcakneft and total 
privation of all means of refiftance he was wcii 
gc^piainted } 

After tricing poffeffion of Elburg^ the Stsdt- 
bolderiin troops proceeded to Hattem, The in- 
habitants of this town did not follow the exatn- 
pie of thofe of Elburg, but wifljed to attempt 
at defence, in. their fituati/)n impoflible. The 
Staddttolderian gcneml, Spengler, pointed the 
cannon againft the gate, which was foon burfl: 
open, and the town was taken after a (hort ro-- 
fiftance, in which fome of the inhabitants and 
fome Stadtholderian foldiers perithed. There 
was, however, fufBcient time to fave the wo- 
menj children, and old men, and even a great 
number of the inhabitants, with greater facih'ty, 
as the town was feparated from the province of 
Over-yfel only by the river Yfel, which waihed 
its wallfi. Thefe events had an influence on the 
ftyle of the letter, which, according to the refo- 
hition, was to be addrefled to the Prince. Cir- 
cumftances being no longer the fame, the States 
of Holland adopted a different language, ^nd 
confined themfelves to requiring him immedi- 
ately to defift from the violent meafures he had 
employed againft the citizens of the Republic; 
and warning him that, if he refufed, the States 
would fufpend him from the exercife of all his 
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funiflions in their Province. They allowed him 
twenty^four hours to determine, and give his 
anftver. This anfwer foon arrived, and was fuch 
as had been fopcfeen. The Prince repiied, that 
his fentiimnts concerning the means of coercion 
and of conciliation "were fufficiently known, as 
aWb the preference which he always gaVe the lat- 
ter; to the foiiner he never had recourfejbut when 
coftdliatory meafures were found inefFeftual; 
that it was not without regret he had com- 
manded the troops to march againft Elburg and 
Hattem, but that he had received the order 
from the States of Gueldres, which, in his ca- 
pacity of Captain-general of that Province, he 
was obliged to obey. 

The Prince being thus externally fupported 
by conftitutional forms, and foreign powers^ 
which were not weli acquainted with the abufes 
and the true fituation of affairs, might thereby 
be deceived, and think that reafon was entirely 
■on his fide. But thofe who knew the compofi- 
tion of the States of Gueldres, and their abfo- 
lute dependance on the Stadtholderian Court, 
from the love of money and of places, judged 
very differently; and well knew, that, by a 
fhameful colluiion, when the States gave orders 
to the Prince, it was, in faft, the Prince giving 
orders to himfelf. 

This 
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This aflumptlon might miflead the Dutch 
Patriots lefs than the others ; and the Stadthol-^ 
derians themfelves were well aware that this 
anfwer was a mere deception; it was fufficient 
for them that it poflefled merely the appearancd 
of.regularity, to perfevere in their fyftem. Thus 
the ftep taken by the Province of Holland, be-^ 
ing eluded by the Prince, it wa3 under the ne-* 
ceffity of adopting fevere meafures, and of cx-^ 
erting itfelf to the utmoft, to flop the progrefs 
of the Princess enterprifes againft the liberty 
of the Republic. 

The knowledge which Holland poflefled of 
the character and intentions of the Stadtholder* 
would not permit it to wait, till the laft mo- 
ment, for taking precautions againft the danger 
with which it was threatened. It was not 
enough to have prohibited the Prince from em- 
ploying the regiments of its aflTeflrnent againft 
the citizens ; an example, which had been fol- 
lowed by Over-yfel, Groningen, and even Zea*- 
land, a Province at all times devoted to the 
Stadtholder : it felt the neceflity of recalling, 
within its interior, all its troops which were 
difperfed among the other Provinces, and in 
the Generality. 'It had commanded the Prince 
to fend them the orders neceflary, for their en- 
tering into the territory of Holland; and Wil- 
liam, 
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liatn, after having endeavoured to evade this 
mandate, found himfelf under the neceffity of 
obeying it. 

Soon after the affair of the towns of Elburg 
and Hattem, the Prince difcovering no difpofi- 
tion to defift from coercive meafures ; on the 
contrary, every appearance giving reafon to ap- 
prehend, that the fcenes of Gueldres would be 
renewed againft the fmall towns of Utrecht; the 
States of Holland, at laft, proceeded to the 
provifionary fufpenfion of the Prince in his func- 
tions of Captain-general. 

The propofition was made in the fitting of the 
2 2d of September, and the deliberations were 
not long. It paffed by a majority of fixteen 
towns againft two, namely, Hoorn and the 
Brill ; and the latter even confined itfelf to a 
fimple declaration, that it did not concur in the 
refolution, and would remain in a ftate of ftridt 
neutrality. Amfterdam, whofe defeAion had, 
fome months before, embarrafled the Patriots, 
in the affair of the command of the Hague, had 
greatly changed fince that time: that important 
city having returned to its firft principles, (hewed 
itfelf, on this occafion, much more zealous than 
the others; and infifted that the refolution 
fhould be founded on the unexampled attempts 
of the Prince, and the deteftable ufe which he 
VOL. I. N m^dc 
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made of the armed force. Tbe other towns, 
more calm, rejeded this amendment. 

The fword was thus drawn by both parties ; 
and Holland prepared for its defence, on the 
fide of Guekires and Utrecht, by eftablifiiing a 
cordon of troops, whofe head-quarters were at 
the fortrefs of Wacrden, exa&iy on the fron- 
tiers, and only a few leagues diftant from the 
city of Utrecht. 

The Great Frederic was now no more : his 
death, which was a calamity to Pniffia, and to 
Europe, proved a fortunate event for the Stadt- 
holderian party. It is well known that this great 
man, entirely occupied in rendering hb coun- 
t/y flourilhing at home, and refpeded abroad, 
attached no importance to the quarrels which 
divided Holland, nor to the pretentions of his 
nephew, the Stadtholder. He reftridted him- 
felf to good offices, to fome reprefentations 
made, from time to time, to the States; and it is 
probable that, tired with their altercations, he 
would himfelf have concerted with France an 
arrangement of fome kind, to which the Prince 
would have been obliged to fubmit. 

His fucceflbr opened a new field to the hopes 
of the Stadtholderians. 

The Princefs, neglefted by her uncle, flat- 
tered hcrfelf (he poffeffed an infinitely more 
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Jpowerful influence over her brother; and fh^ 
was not deceived. Hertzberg, whofe import- 
iance was almoft nothing under a Kingj who 
left little to be done by his Minifters, com- 
menced a new career^ and became a principal 
perfonage with a monarch, averfe to bufinefs^ 
entirely abandoned to his pleafures, and who 
defired nothing fo much as to devolve on his 
Minifter the weight of the duties attached to 
royalty. 

The intervention of the Court of Berlin in 
the troubles of the Dutch Republic changed^ 
thereforcj entirely the charafter of that epoch ; 
and Hertzberg began his new authority, by fend- 
ing a Minifter-Extraordinary to the Hague. 
He made choice of Count de Goertz, an ex- 
perienced negociatorj long diftinguiftied by the 
delicate and difficult miffions confided to him 
by the Great Frederic, and which he fulfilled 
to the fatisfaftion of that Prince. He was a 
man of, perhaps, too lively an imagination; 
but irreproachable in his manners, noble in his 
chara&er, virtuous in his principle, and fcru- 
puloufly attached to his duties. 

This Minifter, long accuftomed to regulate 
his political conduft only by the exprefs inftruc- 
tions of his Court, commenced his negociation 
in a manner which readily difcovered, to intel- 
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ligent obfervers, the nature of the inftruftions 
with which he was charged, and of the inten- 
tions of the Cabinet by which they had been 
diftated. Credentials arc generally only a mat- 
ter of form, neceffary, without doubt, to verify 
the authenticity of the public charaAer with 
which the perfon fent is invefled, but which, 
in other refpefts, are confined to this notice, 
and contain no detail or difcuffion on the ob- 
jedt of the miffion itfelf. Thofe of Count de 
Goertz difFefed widely from this fimplicity, and 
became, at the Hague, the fubjed: of feverc 
cenfure, and of univerfal difcontent, on the part 
of the Republicans, They felt themfelves of- 
fended by the fpecies of violence, which the 
new monarch appeared defirous of offering to 
the Republic, by entering, fo prematurely and 
without being invited, into difcuflions which 
only concerned her interior government. They 
were (hocked, that the Court of Berlin (hould 
offer its mediation, (ince mediation, from its 
principle, can only be exercifed betwixt two 
fovereigns, and which could not be recognifed 
betwixt the Republic and its firft fubjeft. They 
were offended, that the fevere refolutions, pro- 
voked by the mifconduft of the Prince, (hould 
be termed in the credentials, " unprecedented 
oppreflTions, innocently fuffered by the Prince;'* 

and 
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and they afted how, even in a cafe which ad- 
mitted of mediation, it was poflible to fubmit 
to that of the King of Pruflia, who began by 
deciding the queftion, placing at once all the 
wrong to the account of the Republic, and all 
the right on the fide of the Prince. 

It is very probable, that Hertzberg, whofe 
real merit did not equal his vanity, made it a 
point of honour to deviate from the track of the 
Great Frederic^ and really confidered the Patri- 
otic Provinces as rebels, whom he was defirous 
of bringing back to their duty, and to whom it 
was neceffary to yfe threatening language, ra- 
ther than that of conciliation. It is equally 
probable, that it was on thefe principles he pre- 
fcribed the condud to be obferved in Holland 
by Count de Goertz, and thereby compofed his 
inftruftions, to which the latter conformed 
with the greateft exadinefs. 

With fuch a guide, he could do no other than 
commit errors. Thus, the pretended conciliator 
immediately, and entirely, refigned himfelf to the 
influence of Sir James Harris,(nowLord Malmef- 
bury) ; a man of amiable and infinuating man- 
jiers, but the decided enemy of France, and an 
enemy -to the Dutch Republicans, only becaufe 
they were protected by her; the foul and fupport 
i)f the Stadtholderian party, only becaufe that 

N 3 party 
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party was diametrically oppofed to her. This fen^ 
timent of averfion to France was, therefore, the 
regulator of all his affeftions: perfeftly ind liferent 
between the twp faftions, which divided the 
Republic, he would infallibly have united with 
the Patriots againft the Stadtholder, had they, 
given him hopes that they would fecond him in 
his animofity againft France, and fufFer them- 
felves to be guided by his impulfe. He was, 
befidcs, fertile in refources, and not very deli- 
cate in the choice of his means. Such was Sir 
James Harris, become the confident and coun- 
fellor of Count de Goertz. He avoided all 
connexion with the Patriots, and attached him*^ 
felf exclufively to the Stadtholderians; and, 
although on his arrival he had paid a vlfit 
to the Grand Penfionary, it was a mere vifit 
of etiquette J and was never repeated. His 
language was intemperate; and he made the 
Prince's interefts fo much his own, and con- 
nedted them fo clofely with the honour of 
Pruffia, that he treated, as an infult offered tQ 
the King, the refolution which fufpended Wil- 
liam V. from his fund ions of Captain-generaJ 
of the Province of Holland. Thus, for along 
time, his prefence in Holland produced no 
other efFed than that of embroiling affairs more 
?nd more. 

Had 
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Had the Court of Berlin remained merely a 
Ipedator, or had its interference, divcfted of all 
partiality towards the Prince, confined itielf to 
a declaration, that he would l)e powerfully fup^ 
ported in cafe he (hould be attacked in the pre* 
rogatives of the Stadtholderate, confided to him 
by the conftitution, and recognifed by his com^ 
miffion; but that it would leave him to himfelf 
with reipeft to all improper pretenfions, which 
were not ian£kioned by uiag^, more or lefs an* 
cient; it is certain, that the evil would have 
cured itfelf, from the general neceffity of tran* 
quillity, and the infuffidency of the means left 
the Stadtbolder to difturb it. 

In fad, the Province of Hdland had at its 
difpofal the troops of its aifeflment. The Prince 
had received orders firom the Provinces of Frief* 
land, Groningien, Orer-yiel, and even 2^ealand, 
probibitii^ bb en3pIoyii^ their tro<^s againft 
the citizens of the Republic; (6 that he could 
<mly diipoie of tbofe of Gueldres and Utrecht. 
It muft Iikewi(e be remarked, concerning the 
latter Province, that fince the fchifm of the 
States, and the edablilhment of the nobility 
and dergy at Amersfort, the city of Utrecht 
had (hut its treafury, and no longer paid the 
troops of the Ptovince; and as it contributed to 
the public expences in the proportion of eighty 
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to one hundred, the burthen fell entirely on 
thefe orders, and on the town of Amersfort, 
which muft very foon have been compelled to 
diiband thefe regiments for want of means to 
pay them. 

The Stadtholderian army, thus reduced to the 
regiments of Gueldres, did not, at moft, amount 
to more than four or five thoufand men; and could 
not, for an inftant, counterbalance the force of 
the Province of Holland, whofe troops were alfo 
ftrengthened by numerous free corps. William 
might have built fome hopes on the Swifs regi- 
ments, then in the fervice of the Republic, 
which would have furnifhed him excellent 
troops; but the Patriots had forefeen this, and, 
at the folicitation of France, the Canton of 
Berne, to which the greater part of thefe troops 
belonged, defired they might remain neuter in 
the quarrel; and by ordering them to obey the 
States-General only, and not any Province in 
particular, forbad their afting in the internal 
diflenfions of the Republic. From that mo^ 
ment they could no longer be confidered as a 
fupport to the Stadtholder or his party. 

William, on his fide, had fought to diminifli 
the forces of the Province of Holland, by the 
leg!on of Salm. Some months before, Holland, 
from a principle of economy, had demanded 
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that a certain number of foreign legions, in the 
fervice of the Republic, fhould be difbandedt 
amongft which was that of Maillebois; and 
this redudion would have encountered no obfta* 
cle, had not an exception been made in favour 
of the legion of Salm, which had openly dc* 
clared for the Republican party. William, who 
was not ignorant of thefe difpofitions, obje&ed 
to the exception, demanded that it ftiould be 
difbanded as well as the others, and the States- 
General acquiefced in this demand. But as 
four fifths of this corps belonged to the aflefl^ 
ment of Holland, they were kept in its pay, 
and the reduftion could fall only on the other 
fifth ; thus the amount of the forces, on both 
fid^, remained obvioully in the fame relation ; 
and the Stadthojderian caufe could not have 
fucceeded, if Pruffia had not affifted it by violent 
means. Hence, all the endeavours to miflead 
the Court of Berlin by reports, either falfe, ex- 
aggerated, or extenuated, and the pains incef- 
fantly employed to confound the accidental 
prerogatives, revocable at the will of Holland, 
but which William determined to retain, with 
the conftitutional prerogatives really inherent in 
his dignity, which the Repubhcans had no in- 
tention of deftroying. Hertzberg, who appears 
to have been but little acquainted with the 

Dutch 
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Conftitution, firmly believed that all thefc pre- 
jrogatives, without exception, equally belonged 
to the cfience of the Stadtholderate; and fo 
ftrongly had he inculcated this idea into Count 
de Goertz,, that the latter very ferio\jfly alked, 
if they thought the Great Frederic would have 
confentcd to give a Princefs of Pruffia in mar- 
riage to a fimple Stadtholder of Holland, unlefs 
his authority had been extended by the privi- 
lege refulting from the the law^ 1674? 

It was abfolutely impoffible> that the Court 
cf Berlin, keeping thus in the extreme^ could 
ever bring matters to terms erf" reconciliation. 
It was neceflary to negociate with Utrecht, 
which, after the abolition of the law of 1674, 
had put itfelf into a ftate of defence, oo the 
information that the Prince purpofed reftoring 
it by force of arms; and with Amersfort, whither 
the Prince had fent two regiments, for the pro- 
tedion of the equeftrian order, and that of the 
clergy, which had retired thither. It was agreed, 
the fame day, on both fides, to fend back to 
Amersfort her regiments ; and to Utrecht, the 
free corps, which had haftened in crowds to its 
defence: but Amersfort exafted, as the fecond 
preliminary point, and previoufly to entering on 
any difcuffion, that Utrecht (hould depofe her 
new magiflrates, to which that city abfolutely re- 
. I fufed 
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fufed its confent. It was neceflary to negociate 
with the Province of Holland, concerning the 
command of the Hague, and the law of 1674 j 
and alfo on another point of extreme delicacy. 
The Prince, in fome letters addreifed to the States 
of Holland themfelves, had folemnly declared, 
that he confidered the refolutions pafled againfl; 
him as "illegal and invalid/' Thefe refolu* 
tions were perfedly regular, fmce a relblutioa 
neceffarily fuppofes a majority; and it has, be- 
fides, been feen, that forae of them had pafled 
t^y a unanimity of the towns, and many of the 
others by a majority of fixteen to two. Thus 
the Prince, in treating as a nullity the refolu- 
tions of the Sovereign,, by a mere aft of his 
own will, evidently rendered the fovereignty of 
the Province of Holland problematical, or fet 
himfelf above it. The States were violently 
irritated by this infulting declaration, and 
feemed determined to hearken to no propofi- 
tions, unlefs the Prince explained himfelf clearly 
on this point, by an exprefs acknowledgment 
of the fovereignty of the Province, The affair 
was the more ferious, as it had been preceded 
by that of the unfortunate towns of Elburg 
and Hatt^m, the remembrance of which, per- 
petually recalled by the daily fuccours furniftied 
to their iphafeitants by Holland, roufed the in- 
dignation 
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dignation of the whole Republic. But, on the 
other hand, how could it be expefted, that a 
Prince, who, till then, had never admitted the 
difcuffion of any of the points in queftion, 
could poffibly fubmit to a condefcenfion fo hu- 
miliating to his vanity. 

Stadholderians and Republicans were all in a 
perpetual motion ; propofitions fucceeded each 
other with great rapidity, but with little effcft. 
The Regents of Gueldres ftiewed fome difpo- 
iition to come to an underftanding on the law. 
Each of them individually confeffed, that it 
was radically defedive ; but, when they were 
affembled, the known inflexibility of William 
filenced them, no one daring to make the firft 
propofition, left he (hould incur the difpleafure 
of a Prince, on whom his fortune entirely de- 
pended. 

The confufion was ftill further increafed by the 
lingular fituation of the States-General. Hol- 
land, Over-yflel, and Groningen, formed one 
party; Gueldres, Friefland, and Zealand, fup- 
ported the Stadtholder. There were, therefore,; 
three voices againft three. There remained the^. 
Province of Utrecht, which could throw the ma- \ 
jority on either fide ; but this Province had \ 
no longer States, either at Amersfort^, whither ) 
the two orders repaired, without the deputa- \ 
5 tiong ', 
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tions from the majority of the towns ; or in 
Utrecht, whither the majority of the deputa- 
tion from the towns repaired, but without the 
two orders. The deputation from the Province 
to the States-General was therefore no longer 
legitimate, lince the States, the fource of its 
powers, had ceafed to exift ; and, in reality, 
what was done in the States-General now ex- 
hibited no regularity. Nevertheless, by an 
abufe, which was too much negleded by Hol- 
land, the vote of Utrecht continued to be 
counted ; which being formed by deputies 
named by the old Regents, always Joined 
Gueldres, and determined the majority in favour 
of the Prince. 

This extreme complication formed a laby- 
rinth truly inextricable, and offered no clue by 
which to efcape. The interference of Pruffia, 
mifled by her prejudices, tended direftly to a 
general overthrow ; and England, by the agency 
of her Minifter, Sir James Harris, accelerated 
the moment of the cataftrophe. 

France could not conceal, that her alliance 
with the Republic was deftined to become a 
word without meaning, whenever the Republi- 
cans ihould fail in their efforts to maintain 
thehr liberty. Neither could fhe be ignorant, 
that the Pruffian influence in Holland, if cal- 
culated 
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colated Co as to be only an inftrument in thcf 
hands of the Stadtholder againft the Patriots^ 
would prove as fatal to her as that of England. 
She therefore felt how indifpenfable it was to 
n^ociate direftly the affairs of Hollahd with 
the Miniftry of Berlin, and to remove its preju- 
dices) by enlightening it on fads, to act in con- 
cert to reftore peace to the Republic, and to 
jre-eftabliQi concord betwixt the two parties^ 
without demanding any other facriflces from 
the Prince than fuch as (hould be required by 
teafouj juftice> and the nature of the Confti^ 
tution* 

Count d'Efterno, the French Minifter at 
Berlin, was inftrufted to open, and to profecute 
this bufinefs. At the fame time the Cabinet 
of Verfailles fent a Minifter-Extraordinary to 
the Hague, with very extenfive powers, in 
order to affift the Ambaflador, already loaded 
with the weight of a miflion that became every 
day more intricate. For fuch was the nature! 
and the complication of affairs, that, affuming a 
new face with every new event, they prefented 
DO longer any determinate pcdnt on which it 
was poflTible to found a negociation ; fo that 
there remained no alternative but to truft to 
chances, and, if we may ufe the expreffion, to 
go on from day to day. The Count de Ver- 

gennes 
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gennes made choice of Rainneval, who had loog 
filled, with high diftin^aion, the then very im* 
portant place of Firft Secretary for Foreiga 
Affairs, and had merited and obtained the en« 
tire confidence of the Minifter. 

The Court of Berlin liftened to all the ex- 
planations which Counf d'Efterno had orders 
to communicate, and thence appeared to change 
its fyftcm. Being more enlightened, it difcon* 
tinned the arbitrary and threatening tonej 
(hewed difpofitions to admit the concurrence of 
France in the work of conciliation, and not to 
rejed, indifcriminately, all the demands of the 
Republicans; and lent inftrudions, much more 
moderate, to Count de Goertz, who, on his 
part, adopted the fame modifications in his po* 
litic^l conduft. 

They thus began to approximate, which was 
one ftep towards conciliation. The propofi- 
lions of the Republican party ftruck, particu- 
larly, at the right of patents, the law of 1674, 
and the command of the Hague. The Patriots 
bad no idea of aboliftiing the Stadtholderate; 
they merely wiftied to reduce it to thofe marks 
of diftinftion granted by the commiffion. Now 
this commiffion, (aid they, implies neither com- 
mand, nor patents, nor law, which are preroga- 
tives fo accidental, that they have never been 

granted 
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granted but by particular refolutions, with thd 
cXprefs claufe, that the Stadtholder (hould en* 
joy them only "during the pleafure of the 
States:" this claufe, therefore, rendered them 
revocable at the will of the States. It was thus 
that William IV. enjoyed them, when the 
Stadtholderate was conferred on him under the 
hereditary form; and when his fon fucceeded 
him, his commiffion bore, that he fliould hold 
his office on the fame terms as it had been held 
by his anceftors. Thefe prerogatives, therefore, 
did not belong to the eflence of the Stadthol- 
derate, as William V. pretended; and the pre- 
text, that he was refponfible to his children, was 
invented, merely to furnifh a plaufible motive 
for his obftinacy, and to difguife his ambitious 
views. 

Meanwhile the love of peacfe would have deter- 
mined the Patriots to devife fuch forms as might 
not (hock the feelings of the Prince. Thus they 
confented to a confiderable modification, in the 
queftion of the command of the garrifon of the 
Hague, by dividing it into two parts : the one, 
political, which would exclufively belong to the 
Sovereign; the other, purely military, which 
would remain, as before, in the Captaip -general. 
They would, in like manner, have relaxed as 
to the law of 1674, confenting to retain all 

the 
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this articles which did not diredly* &nke at the 
liberty of the towfts, in the Choice of their ma- 
gift rates j and certainly, the hereditary Stadt- 
holderate^ thus ftript of its abufes, and reduced 
to the mere terms of the commiifion, was ftill 
a dignity fo important in the Republic, that, 
by paffing it, a Prince of Naflau fhould not 
think himfelf diflionouredi 

This dodrinewas perfeftly reafoflable) it was 
the prefervation of the conftitution, the facred 
dcpofitofwhich the Republicans were determined 
(hould not be violated in their pofieffion^ it 
reftored to the nation the imprefcriptible rights 
which it was important (hould not be ren- 
dered problematical. It left, abfolutely, un- 
touched all thofe of which, by the Gonftitutionj 
the effence of the Stadtholderate was eompofed. 
In, raifing, at the fame time, a fufficient barrier 
againft the attacks of defpotifm on liberty ; it 
exhibited, in the ftrongeft lights the purity of 
the intentions of the Republican party, which* 
by reducing the conteft to a few propofitions> 
equally fimple and moderate, clearly proved, 
that their progrefs had been marked only by 
the true intereft of the public weal, and with- 
out any mixture of perfonal confiderations^ or 
particular animofity againft the head of the 
Houfe of Orange. 

voL^i. o Count 
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Count dc Goerlz was no longer reftriAcd by 
the abfurd ihftniftions, which he had received 
on his departure from Berlin. Being now at 
liberty to treat with the Patriots, to hear their 
propofitions, to weigh tliem in the balance of 
equity, and to be governed by the reditude of 
his own ideas, nothing could have been more 
agreeable to him, than to find in the leaders of 
the Republican party a difpofition fo open, 
and fo near to conciliation. To him their pro- 
pofitions feemed reafonable, and offered a bafis 
which might be built on with fome hope of 
fuccefs. His vanity was flattered by the idea, 
that a great Republic, and a houfe dear to his 
King, might foon be indebted to him for their 
tranquillity and harmony; and this vanity was, 
without doubt, that of a virtuous mind. In 
this hope he departed for Nimeguen, and gave 
an account of the ftate of affairs, and of the 
conditions on which the States of Holland made 
the return of order and of a fincere reconcili- 
ation between all parties to depend. Never 
did the friends of the Republic think them- 
felves fo near a happy conclufion; and never 
was their wifti deceived in a manner more 
ftrange and peremptory. William V. totally 
rejefted the terms of accommodation offered to 
him. He required that the States of Holland 

(hould 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



*7^7*J FRfeDERiC WILLIAM 11. 195 

thould acknowledge their errors j that they 
Ihouldj prcvioufly and unconditionally, re-in-. 
ftate him in his bfHce of Captain-general, and 
in the unlimited command of the garrifon of 
the Hague, after which^ he faid, he would 
employ means for the reftoration of tranquillity; 
This was the language of a mafter^ who wiflies 
to chaftife his mutinous fubjeds, and to punifti 
their fpirit of infubordination and rebellion.- 

It is a remarkable cirfcumftance, that this de- 
claration was not delivered to Count de GoertZj 
in a diplomatic document, figned by thfe Prince: 
it was announced in a letter written by the 
Princefs to that Minifter, is if William dreaded 
putting his fignature to fuch an extraordinary 
compofitioni which mufi: neceflarily be feen by 
the King of PruiEa^ his proteftor, who had, 
himfelfi advifed him to a fpeedy conciliation. 
Be this as it may, CoUnt de Goertz fent the 
original anfwer to the Hague^ and haftened to 
return to Berlin: on the other handi Rainneval, 
the French negociator, whofe hopes had been 
deftroyed, and the objedt of whofe miffion had 
been rendered unattainable by the obftinacy of 
the Stadtholder, quitted Holland, to give an 
^count, at Verfaillesj of the unfuccefsful iflue 
of his negOciation. Thefe took place in the 
beginning of the year 1787. 

02 It 
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It was inipoflible that William could have 
reckoned on the fubmiffion of the Republican 
party: and the Patriots expeded to fee him. 
refort to violent mealures on the firft occafion. 
They found, therefore, that they were on the 
brink of war, and it was neceffary to prepare , 
for their defence. 

If they had formed the majority in the States- 
General, they would have been out of danger^ 
but they had too much neglefled the means of 
obtaining it, and had trufted too much to the 
ftrength and wealth of the Province of Holland, 
whofc concurrence alone they deemed capable 
of giving efficacy to the refolutions of the 
States-General; which was. true only to a cer* 
tain point. This objeft ought to have engaged 
their mod ferious attention. 

In the fecond place, it was neceflary that 
they Qiould invariably preferve their majority in 
the States of Holland. It has been already 
ieen, that in certain important circumftances it 
had been fixteen to three; but it often hap- 
pened that it frequently funk to ten againft 
nine, and this ftate was extremely precarious. 
The defection of a fingle fmall town was fuffi- 
cient to reduce them to a minority, of which 
they had feen a recent example, They could 
not diveft themfelves of thefe fears, but by 

fomc 
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ibfne great effort, which Ihould nearly unite all 
the Regencies in the fame fentiments. 

The citizens of Amfterdam were extremely 
patriotic. At Rotterdam they had become fo, 
by the exclufion of a great number of indivi- 
duals, who had formerly been introduced there 
by extraordinary circumftances, but who did 
not poflefs the qualifications required by the 
laws, to continue in the body of citizens. In 
both thefe towns, the Stadtholderian Regents 
formed the majority; and it was indifpcnfable 
that this fatal majority (hould be dcftroyed, 
otherwife the Republican party muft be expofed 
to certain ruin. This was effefted by a fort of 
revolution^ which merits fome details. 

The citizens of Amfterdam had, for a long 
time, been regularly organized ; a great part of 
them armed and divided into feveral corps, each 
having its ftaff, its officers, &c, Thefe were the 
natural inftruments of the proje&ed resvdlutioo, 
which circumftances rendered extremely urgeiit. 
The following is, in fad, what pafled. 

The town of Haeriemi had fent a propofitiob 
to the States of Holland, the purport of whici 
was to examine, whether it might not be ad- 
vifeable to grant the people a certain degree of 
influence in public affairs; and this propofition 
being adopted by a fmall majority, it was de- 

3 termined 
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tecmincd to Jippoint a commiffion for the pur* 
pofe of difcuffing the queftion. The arifto-. 
cracy was alarmed; but the citizens of Amfter-: 
dam entered warmly into the meafure, and 
loudly demanded that the Regency (hould im- 
mediately form itfelf into an aflemWy, for deli- 
bcratingon meafures relative to this qommiflion. 
The citizens, fimpl^ and frank in their pro- 
ceedings, were completely duped by thofe Re- 
gents, who were devoted to the Stadtholderian 
Court, and \yerc adepts in the pradice of the 
moft profound intrigue. 

It was of the firft importance to them to 
fruftrate the d^figns of this ?iflemb^y, by which 
they dreaded to be djuwn on farther than they 
iviflied. They reprefent^d to the citizens its 
iputiltty^ and, with an appearance of candour 
idttd entire conceflion^ requefted them to'nom^* 
ruate which ever pf the Regents they wished as. 
ficputy to the commiffio];^, folemnly promifing- 
that their choice (bould be adopted in council. 
The citizett^ thus pacified, required any mem- 
^jer whatever of the minority in council^ with- 
out pointing out a particular perfon. The 
Regents then propofei M. Abl?ema,* whom, 
. . ' they 

f This is the fame perfon whom we have fince feen at 
Paris. 
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they knew to be extremely acceptable to them, 
and the Council inftantly confirm^ the nomi- 
nation. From that time the citizens ceafed to 
urge the aflcmbly on the fubje<9;. The Regents, 
however, very foon deprived them with one 
hand of what they had conferred with jhc 
other. They fent to the Hague three new de- 
puties to the States of Holland, to be joined 
with the two which compofed the ordinary de- 
putation: thefewere M. M. Muilman, Mun- 
ter, and Van-der-Goes, all determined Stadt- 
holderians; fo that the fuflfrage of Amfterdam, 
then confifting (rf five voices, was abfolutely at 
the command of the Regents. The three re- 
ceived inftrudtions to unite with the two old 
deputies in the demand, that M. Abbema 
ibould be a member of the commiilion, but, 
^ybove all, to VQte with the equeftrian order. 

The States being affembled, and the delibe- 
rations opened. Port and Haerlem^ at firft, in-^ 
filled that the qommilfion (hould be reftrifted 
to feven or jiine members, to be chofen from 
among the perfons moft diftinguiflied for wif- 
dom and knowledge ^ and immediately the body 
of nobility irmde a motion, that each town 
fhould furnifh a commiffioncr, as well as the 
equeftrian order, • This proceeded to a vote, 
and the city of Amfterdam taking the fide of 
.04 ^ the 
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the nobility, as well as the nine towns, who 
ufually voted with them, their motion was fup-r 
ported by a majority of ten to nine. The fame 
thing happened when it became neceflary to 
chufe commiflioners from each particular town. 
The nobles immediately propofed M. Abbema 
for the city of Amfterdam, as they had, doubt- 
lefs, concerted with the three new deputies; 
otherwife it certainly was not on him their elec- 
tion would have fallen : but the eighteen others 
were chofen in a manner altogether abfurd and 
ridiculous. They were hot-headed Stadtholde-? 
fians, and fo notorious for their incapacity, 
that it was impoffible to hope for any exertion 
or report from them on this fubjeft. 

The cunning of the Regents of Amfterdam 
thus produced two effefts inftead of one. The 
important ppopofition of the town of Haerlem 
was by this means eluded, and the Patriots re- 
lapfcd into a minority in the States j two evib 
which required a fudden remedy. 

The moment was favourable. The citizens, 
for fome time paft, had chofen, after th^ exam* 
pie of Utrecht, a certain number of reprefenr 
tatives, appointed to fupport their rights in 
council, and to give a more fimpk and Jefs 
embarraffing aftion to their influence. The 
nomination^ ww ^uft fini(^ied. Qf five colo- 
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nels who commanded the citizen-army, the 
one who was on duty was fincerely attached to 
the caufe of liberty ; and the four others, on 
whom fome fufpicions had fallen, endeavoured 
to obviate them. The only concern now was 

t movement to this im^ 

• to obtain a reform in 

in equal readinefs at 

as the connexion of in-* 

) cities, that the exam* 

imedif^tely, and almoft 

neceffarily, followed by the other. But which 

of the two (hould fet the example? What now 

appears to us fo fimple, becaufe thefe events 

are fo Jong paft, fecmed then funounded with 

every kind of difficulty, to thofe peffons who 

ihould hazard their p^rfonal fafety. 

Refleftion, by difcovering, and alio by exag- 
geratingf the danger of the enterprife, was in- 
genious in fumifhing reafons for rather waiting 
than fetting the example, Hence refulted a 
fatal indecifion; and time, fo precious in critical 
pirciunftances, was Iqft i^ difcuffions alike te- 
dious and unprofitable, during which the op- 
portunity might effcape, and not return for a 
great length of time. 

At laft, after many refolutions, Amfterdam 
took its determination. For on the 3d of 

April, 
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April, the citizens, indignant at having been 
deceived by their Regents^ in the affair which 
has juft been detailed, prefented a petition to 
the Council denianding — i. The inimediate re- 
cal of the three new deputies to the States, 
Muilmauy Muntevj and Fan-der-Gpes, as hav- 
ing betrayed the j y of 
Amfterdam, 2. Th ties,, 
Var^Berker a^d ViJ 1, at 
the next meeting c vow 
the condud of thei And 
Uftly> the power of commencing a profecution, 
in due, time and place, againft thefe three de- 
puties, as being guilty of treachery, and for 
their perpetual exchjfion from the deputation 
of Amflerdam to the States of Holland. 

The Regency did not dare to refufe any of 
thefe three points; in confequence it took a re- 
fc^ution, and confirmed the principle, that the 
fuccefs of intrigue and diOionefty is only tran- 
fient, and ultimately turns againft thofe who 
have the calamitous courage of employing fuch 
odious means. 

This triumph of the citizens had given the 
Patriots the majority in the States of Holland,, 
and ftill more demonftrated the uxgent neceffity 
of fecuring it, in fuch manner, as that the ef*> 
forts of intrigue (hould not endaneer it in fu- 
ture. 
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i^tc. Qeqpet conferences were carried on with- 
put interruption : night and day aU was in mo- 
^QQ« And as thi^ was an affiur which concerned 
all the friends <^ liberty, thofe moft diftin- 
gi|i(hed in the other towns had haftened to 
Amfterdam, to affift their brethren with their 
knowledge and their adyice. The focieties of 
citizoiSi whic:h had been formed at thb time, 
remained permanently aflembled; every motion 
propofed was fcrupuloufly difcufled; and after 
having examined all the poffible contingencies, 
fnd the refolutions to be adopted in each of 
them, it was, at laft, decided, on the evening 
pf the loth of April, that the grand operation 
ihould be executed on the day following. 

On the eve of a crifis fo important, it may 
eafily be imagined that no perfon ilept the 
whole night, and this was fortunate. Inftantly 
after the decifion, the Council of War, on which 
^he moft momentous part of the work muft nc- 
Charily devolve, were not agreed. Among the 
great number of oflfcers of which it was com- 
pofcd, many were deficient in firmnefs, and, 
perhaps, not cordially nor perfeftly well difpofed. 
Hence refulted a wavering of opinion, extremely 
dangerous in circumftances fo ferious, when 
every inftant was of great value. This fludu- 
ation continued the whole night, and ex- 
I cited 
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cited apprehenfions that a dchty of two dajft 
more might be the confequencej a delay which 
would have imminently endangered the fuccefe 
of the revolution, not only at Atnftcrdam, but 
likewife at Rotterdam; and it* was not until 
morning, that the focieties of the citizens fuo- 
ceeded in terminating the uncertainty of the 
Council of War, and in eftablifliing, in all mind«, 
a unity of plan and ideas« 

There was no longer any hefitation; and on 
the fame morning, the 21ft of April, at eleven 
o'clock, all the companies of the citizens were 
coUefted at their ufual quarters, whilft fix of 
them took poll at the Town-houfe. 

The Council of Regency was met, and until 
two in the afternoon no petition, on the part 
of the citizens, had been prefented; for it 
feemed that all minds were fo extremely heated 
at this decifive moment, that they were not yet 
capable of clearly underftanding each other. 
The Council then propofed to adjourn, and 
were about to depart. The Regents were moft 
refpe<5lfully intreated to remain a few minutes, 
which they did, without difpleafure or diiBculty. 
The deputation of citizens foon after^appearing, 
was admitted, and prefented to M. Hooft a 
printed addrefs, in which it demanded the dif- 
miffion of nine counfellprs, namely, M. M. 
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Allewyuy Dedely Graaflandj Beels^ Muilniajti 
Muntery Calkoen^ Van-der-GoeSj and Lamp^ 
fens. 

The deputation retired^ and theCoiincil b^aa 
a deliberation which lafted two hours. During 
this time> the addrefs was read aloud to each of 
the companies of the citizens individually, 
and all, without exception, received it with ge- 
neral acclamation, and a univerfal huz2a) thrice 
repeated* It may, therefore, be faid, that the 
will of AmftdWam had never been exprefled in 
a manner more extenlive, nor lefs equivocal. 
Acclamations refounded from every fide, but 
above all from under the windows of the Coun* 
cil, which, having finilhed its deliberations, in- 
formed the citizens that the law did not permit 
it to pronounce the difmiffions demanded, but 
that the addrefs (hould be inferted in the re- 
gifter. The citizens, by no means (atisfied, 
repeated their claim, and the Council, renewing 
their deliberations, decreed, that " thofe coun-* 
** fellors who are not declared difmifled from 
*' their poft, (hould ad in concert with the 
" Council of War, and the body of citizens, in 
*^ order to preferve the tranquillity of the city, 
" and to promote the general interefts.'* This 
was^ the exa<5t ^xpreffion of the refolution. It 
f^ti^fied all minds; the city was ^ intoxicated 

. with 
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with joy. M. Hooft, a fefpeftable old man, 
was condufted to his houfe by an immenfe 
crowd of people, 'of all forts, and even by 
that populace fo much dreaded, but which dif- 
played difpofitions infinitely better than could 
have been expeAed. Exprefles were difpatched 
immediately to all parts of Holland, Gronin- 
gen, Over-yfel, and even to M. de Capelleri, 
in Gueldres, immediately to fprcad thd news of 
this great event. Some days after the revolu- 
tion was completed, by filling uf the places bf 
the nine difmiffed counfellors. 

The fccne at Amfterdam, of the lift^ was 
repeated two days after at Rotterdam: we (hall 
not give the details^ which were nearly the fame, 
with only this difference, that the reform in 
Council fell on but (even members^ and that 
the petition of the citizens was a thundcrftroke 
to the magiftrates, for which none of them were 
prepared. They had taken no meafure of de- 
fence; the populace, in general very turbulent^ 
and very eafily excited in favour of the Stadt- 
holder's authority, had not been previoufly fo- 
mented, becaufe it was not expcfted to be 
wanted fo very foon; fo that the moft ptpfound 
tranquillity reigned in Rotterdam during the 
whole of that day. The fevcn njagiftrates were 
depoTed, and th6ir places fupplied by others; m 

a word^ 
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a word, every thihg was complete, whilft feve- 
ral entire diftrifts of the city were ftill iinac- 
quainted with what had pafied in Council* 

Perhaps we may be thought to attach too 
much importance to an event apparently fo 
trifling, as that of the removal of feven magi- 
ftrates, and the appointment of feven others. 
Thofe who think fo are deceived. Thefc 
changes in the magiilracy were great events 
in the general hiftory of the revolution, which, 
itfelf, had it been crowned with fuccefs, would 
have powerfully influenced the affairs of aR 
Europe. In order to enable the reader to ap- 
preciate thefe fads according to their juft value, 
we (hall here infert fome concife obfervations on 
the political fituation of Rotterdam, that throw 
new lights on its revolution, as well as on that 
of Amfterdam, equally applicable to thofe which 
followed in fome other towns, and thofe whidi 
we (hall merely mention. 

Rotterdam, like all the twvns of the Province 
of Holland, was governed by a Council of Re- 
gency and a College of Burgomallers, and af* 
fiftant officers. The Council was employed on 
the interefts of the city, as conneded with thofe 
of the States of Holland ; confequently nomi- 
nated the deputies to their aflembly, received 
all the reports of this deputation, &c. which 

rendered 
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rendered it mafter of the vote of the city; it 
alfo, in concurrence with the Stadtholder, filled 
up the places of the Burgomafters and affiflant 
officers. The College of thefe governed the 
citizens^ regulated all their meafures^ convoked 
all their aflemblies, &c. in fuch manner, that 
it indifpenfably required their attachment in all 
cafes when it wis wiflied to a& in a body. It 
could not hope to labotir effeftually in the 
caufe of liberty^ with a College, whofe mem* 
bens had been chofen by the Stadtholder, and 
the Council and his will feemed to be infepara- 
bly identified. 

The College was renewed every year on the 
ift of May. The preceding year, the citizens 
determined to emancipate themfelves from this 
fervitude, reclaimed their ancient right of chuf* 
ing their magiftrates themfelves j but not dar- 
ing to exercife them at this time, when they 
muft have encountered too powerful an oppo- 
fition, they very wifely referred thefe nomina- 
tions to the States, who promoted their defign> 
by appointing a College of aflliftant officers and 
Burgomafters, compofed' of genuine PatriotSj 
and their choice experienced no oppofition; 
for the authority which appointed them muft 
heceffarily be refpected. 

The 
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The new College truly and eiFeAually pro- 
teded the citizens, and by good and wife regu- 
lations freed them from all the impure elements 
which yet remained, placed itfelf at their head^ 
and, uniting with the minority of the Council 
prepared the way, and, at length, put in mo* 
tion the revolution which we have juft 
Iketched. 

This happened on the 23d of April; and if 
the renewal of the College, which was to take 
place on the ift of May, had been left to the 
Council, as formerly, it would infallibly have 
been filled by members devoted to the Stadt- 
holderian caufes the citizens would have re* 
lapfed into their former infignificance, and 
the reydution would have been impraftica- 
ble. 

But a Council, purified, as it was this day, 
appointed magiftrates equally pure to the Col- 
lege of Burgomaflers and affiftant officers; fent 
a Republican deputation to the Hague, added 
an important fuffrage in the alTembly to the 
Patriotic party againft that of the Stadtholder; 
decided the majority irrevocably in favour 
pf the former ; and infured the fuccefs of the 
great revolution as far as it depended on the 
Province of Holland. Hence it is evident, that 
the excltifion of feven members from the Coun- 
. vol.. I. P cil 
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cil of Regency, and the appointment of feven 
others, was a mod important event, and fingu*^ . 
larly remarkable in the eftimation of thofe, 
who will take the pains to compare the vaft 
extent of effefts with tlie fimplidty dF their 
cauie. 

The firft ufe which the regenerated Council 
of Rotterdam made of its power, was to fend 
a new deputation to the Hague, and its admif- 
fion into the affembly of the States rendered 
the fitting extremely turbulent. The old de- 
putation, deeming thofe proceedings iUegsd 
which had taken place in their city, bad re* 
mained at the Hague, and taken poft in the 
hall of the States an hour before the opening 
of the affembly; fo that all the members being 
met, there appeared two deputations from Rot- 
terdam. The old one immediately produced 
an addrefs from the difplaced counfellors, in 
which they impeached the late proceedit^ at 
Rotterdam, as being entirely contrary to the 
law, and demanded the re-eftablidiment of the 
antient order of things. 

This addrefs was fupported in the name of the 
nobles by the Count de Roone, who fpoke 
with much warmth, and concluded by moving 
that the addrefs be received, the counfellors 
reftored to their places, and the new 'deputa- 
tion 
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tion rejefted. Dort and Haerlcm then voted 
on the oppofite fide. • Delft fupported the opi- 
nion of the equcftrian body ; Leyden tliat of 
Dort and Haerlem. It wia3 now the turn of 
Amfterdam* Van-berkel then, rofe, and» in a 
methodical and luminous fpeecb^ pnoved that 
the orator of the body of nobles had entirely 
deviated from the true queftion. " The conftitu- 
" tion," laid he, " does not permit the States 
^ of the. Provinces to enter into an examina- 
" tion and difcuflion of the internal affairs of 
" the towns. At this moment there apf)ear to. 
" be, in the States of Holland, two deputa- 
*' tions from Rotterdam: what is the true. 
" queftion before the aflembly? It is to deter- 
" mine, whether the credentials of the new de- 
" paties be according to form or not. In the 
" latter cafe, they cannot be admitted ; in the 
** former, they cannot be refiifed. This is the 
" only point for the deliberation of the affcm- 
" bly, all the reft is perfedly extraneous; and 
" the city of Amfterdam will not luffer a new 
" doftrine to be introduced, in confequence of 
** which, credentials, in proper form, ihould 
*' not be a- fuificient title for the admiffion of 
" deputations to the States." 

Van-berkel then called upon the Grand Pen- 
fionary, entreating him to declare whether the 

p 2 credentials 
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credentials were in the regular form. The 
Grand Penfioner having again read them, pro- 
nounced them perfeftly regular, and on this 
finglc ground Van-berkel voted for the admif- 
fion of the new deputies. The voting con- 
tinued* Gouda gave no vote^ and Rotterdam 
not being admiffible to vote; on fumming 
up, that of Van-berkel was found to be fup- 
ported by a majority of nine to eight. Scarcely 
had the Grand Penfionary concluded, when the 
debate was renewed with fury. The nobles 
threatened to take ad referendum every thing, 
indifcriminately, that (hould afterwards be pro- 
|)ofed to the States, and even to withdraw imme- 
diately from the aflembly. The majority calmly 
allowed them to do as they pleafed, and re- 
mained, contenting itfelf with their taking the 
affair of the new deputation ad rtferendum. 

Next day the fcene was ftill more animated. 
The new deputation took its place, but the 
old one was not permitted to fit with it; how- 
ever, as a mere indulgence, it was allowed to re- 
main in the hall, (landing, and behind the 
feats. The deliberations began; and the Grand 
Penfionary, after havingxollefted the votes, anc^ 
particularly that of the new deputation of Rot- 
terdam, was about to conclude, when Count 
dc Roone, feconded by M. de Maafdam, ad- 

drefled 
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"'what you did* I muft and will determine 
" according to the majority," At the fame 
inilant the Grand Pcnfioqary let fall the ham- 
mer*. It was obfervcd,. that the Count de 
Roone turned pale at this reproof, and was fo 
mucli difconccrted by this decifive ftroke of the 
hammer, that he could not recover from his 
vexation during the reft of the fitting. 

We need not be furprized that this fitting 
was fo tumultuous, that fo much animofity was 
difplayed on one fide, and fo much firmncfs 
on the other, fince it was decifive on both 
fides. 

The Stadtholderians, reckoning on their ma-^ 
jority, had chofen the fame day, (a^th of 
April), to carry their propofitions for recalling 
the Stadtholder to the Hague,, reftoring him to 
the command, &c. for difmiflSng from his au- 
thority the Grand Penfionary, Blcffwick, and 
fubflituting Rendorf, Burgomafter of Amfter- 
dam. This very naturally explains the vocife- 
ration and the refiftance of the equeftrian or-^ 
der. It was truly a day of battle; a»d Sir 
James Harris, with whom every thing had been: 
concerted, relief} fo ftrpngly on fucccfs, that hq 

had 

* This was the ceremony which annousced the cotfcluflpQ 
of the deliberation on JM^y queftipi^ 
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bad. m4d^-pripiur^i«>?!5, 'eight days before, feg 
gi^lpg a- grand'.balt to^CekbraU tl>e viiStorjr. .It| 
fafti tbe: b«drtoo£ plaoe, only .tlx^^obj^iSt of.i^ 
was changed. - ' > . '.: 

Whilft the Rcpublfc^o party thus attach^€4 
tbe w^vity <lf th$ States of HoUapd tp the 
caufe of liberty ►fccms^ far more ferious, were 
QA the ippiat of opening in the Proviiif e of 
Utr^dit. The Patripts of Holland had pro^ 
pofed the ni^eans of negoqiatioa* for terminate 
ing the affair of Jhe city of Utrecht; and the 
nobles^ who had netired to Amersfort, feemed 
to Embrace this tiaeans. Here again Repub- 
lican fincerity was deceived by the fpirit of do- 
mination ; and the Conferences which had been 
opened, were only a fnare to entrap it j whilfc 
they furnifhed to the Stadthdderians all the 
,time neceffary to prepare meafures^ on whofe 
effeds they had much more dependaiice. 

In fa<5t, it was knowA that the ariftocracy of 
Amersfort had entered into engagements with 
that of Gueldres, and the Prince Stadtholder^ 
and that this negociation was conne<fted with 
the old majority of the Council of Amfterdjams 
the latter fuffered fome indications toeftape» 
which confirmed the firft fufpicions, Thd eity 
of Utrecht being immediately interefted in the 
affair^ kept a keen e}^ on what wa» contriving 

p 4 around 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



2l6 HISTORY OF [^7^7- 

around her, and communicated every thing to 
the Patriots in Holland ; at laft it was difco- 
▼ered that William had dlfpatched feventeen 
couriers in one day, and given orders to the 
troops of Gueldres and Utrecht to hold them- 
fclves in readineis to march. Thefe meafures 
could not fail to excite a ftrong feniation, which 
the Prince endeavoured to fupprefs, by every 
means that could be contrived. Oftenfible let- 
ters were addreffed' to the Regifter Fagel; pa- 
ragraphs inferted in the public papers, &c.: no- 
thing, in (hort, was omitted that could tran* 
quillize the citizens, and lull the Patriots into 
a falfe fecurity. 

The advices from Utrecht became every day 
more alarming, and they were well-founded. 
Whilft the Republican party in Holland con- 
tinued to negociate with the ariftocratical Re- 
gents of Utrecht, retired to Amersfort, the 
latter concerted with the Prince the means of 
attacking, and making themfelves mailers of 
Utrecht by c^en force. William a<5llially ad- 
vanced feme troops. His plan was to form a 
cordon betwixt thofe of General Van-Ryffel 
and Utrecht, fo as to cut off all communica- 
tion betwixt that town and Holland. To exe- 
cute this plan, required only to occupy certain 
principal points by dctachn^ents ; fuch ^s Maar-. 
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Jem or ZuUenj Meeren^ and the fluice of Vreif-' 
wyk. By the firft: of thcfe pofitioiis, the com* 
» munication with Amfterdam would be: inter- 
cepted; by the fecond, that witb X^dcn antl 
the Hague wQuW bc^ut off; by the tbirfl, the 
Stadtholder would becdaie mafter 6f theRhinei 
and of a very important fluice, which forms 
the chief defence of the city. Utrecht would 
tlien find itfclf, in a mimner, btock^ded; with- 
out xommerce, wifb'out prpvifionj, und muft 
very foon- have been forced to capitulate^ 
%uilen and Mcerenyttxt already occupied by 
weak detachments. Such was the Jlate of 
things pn the morning of the 9th of May; 
they became infinitely more ferious in the af- 
tcrnoon. 

About two o'clock, it was known at Utrecht, 
that a battalion of the regiment of Efferen 
was on its march towards the fluice of Vreef- 
wyk. The Regents of Amersfort had com- 
manded quarters to be prepared for the foldiers. 
The Council of the town inftantly aiTembled, 
and it was refolved, that without lofing a mo- 
ment, ^detachment of three hundred citizens 
and auxiliaries (hould be fent to defend that 
poft. M. d'AVerhoult*, one of the new Regents 

of 

•♦ He came in the fame year to fettle in France, and was a 
member of* the Legiflatiye AiTenit)]^. 
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of the town> took the commatid ol the detach-^ 
ment, and began his march. 
' It was at the village of Juphatz, that they met 
the battalion ofEfferenj which retifed into a little 
woody where it placed itfelf in ambufcade, fb 
as to be able to put the citizens betwixt two 
fires. The latter advanced, preceded by fome 
^chafleurs, who apprifed them of the ^ianger^ 
when they were no more than thirty paces. diA 
tant from the enemy. They then receivwJ 
from the battalion of EfTerei^ two fucceffive 
difcharges, which killed foor citizens, amongd 
whom was M. Viflcher) a young man only 
twenty, of great hopes, and aid de camp toM- 
d* Averhoult. The citizens, or theit ficfe, re- 
turned the fire, and conducted themfelves with 
great bravery and firmnefs. The aftbn took 
place late in the evening, and was equally main* 
tained on both ^des, until M. d'Averhoult 
was enabled to avail himfelf of three field- 
pieces, with which he had taken care to be 
provided. From that moment the advantage 
was decidedly in his favour. The regular troops 
gave ^Vay; they were purfued, and the route 
very foon became general, as was teftified by 
the booty brought to Utrecht, which confUled 
of three (lands of colours, twelve drums, a quan- 
tity of tents and baggage, and two hundred 
^ and 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



JtjSy^l FREDERIC WILLIAM II, Itv 

and eighty cnulkets, which, doabtle{s,tfae fofl- 
diers had thi^wn away, in order to facilitate \ 
their flight. They fled on all fides, without 
iihion or- order; fome of them retreated to 
Viahey wher^ they were ftopt by the troops of 
tfe^ cordon of Holland. This battalion, con- 
fiflirig of eight companies, was thus, in the fpacc 
tf a few hours, almoft totally difanned and tJif- 
perfed. M. d*Averhoult fell back on Juphaiz^ 
where he paflTed the remainder of the night, 
and next mornings at break of day, he wdnt 
and tck>k poflieffion of the poft of Vreefwyk. 

The news arrived at the Hague on the morn- 
ing of the loth; and it is impoflible to exprefi 
the fenfation which it produced. On the one 
fide, confternation feized the StQdtholderians, 
from the check which the regular and warlike 
troops hadjuftfuffered from a body of citizens, 
who had never before been in aftion, and com* 
manded by ai young magiftrate, whofe military 
career was limited to twelve or eighteen months 
fervice, and that in time of profound p^acc. 
On the other hand, the majority of the States 
©f Holland, indignant at feeing the fcenes of 
Elburg and Hattem renewed with increafed 
fury, determined, at laft, to take the noble re- 
folutioa of comfhg to the afliftance of Utrecht,, 
gnd exertipg all the means which the exi^ncy 

required. 
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required. It is true, the conilitution did not 
allow of marching troops into the territory of 
another Province, without the confent of the 
Territorial Sovereign; and the States of Holland 
refolved to declare to the States-General, that 
they fully recognifed the truth of this princi- 
ple; but to declare, at the fame time, that they 
confidered the union diflblved, by the hoftility 
committed againft the territory of Utrecht; 
and, laftly, to enjoin General Van-Ryffel imme- 
diately to fufpcnd every officer, who refufed to 
obey the orders of the Province of Holland to 
march to the afliftance of Utrecht. On the 
breaking up of the aflemblVf a courier was dif- 
patched to that General with this refolution. 

The annals of the Republic, as far back as 
William I., do not afford an inftance of a 
meafure fo violent. It is proper to prefent cer- 
tain fads to the reader, to enable him to judge 
on the queftion of its legality. 

The Prince wrote to the States- General, that 
it was at the requeft of the States of Utrecht 
he had ordered the troops to march, to oppofe 
an invaiion with which that Province was 
threatened. What he called the Staites of 
Utrecht was that affembly at Amersfort, com- 
pofed, as we have already feen, of a part of the 
nobles and of the clergy, but deprived of the 

x:oncurrence 
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alone had the right of lending troops, or pcr-^ 
mittingthem to be fent, into that diftridf and 
the States, had they been legitinaateand com- 
plete, could not difpenfe with its confent, 
without, at the fame time, violating the aft of 
xinion pafledat Utrecht itfelf in i579> thcfirfl 
article of which guaranteed the rights which 
belonged to each particular town- 

Thus William, or, at lead, this phantom <rf 
the States aflembled at Amersfort, had, by this 
aft, been the firft to break the union; and the 
States of Holland, by declaring to the States- 
General that thenceforward they confidered the 
union as broken, did no more than exprefs, by 
a legal declaration, what the Stadtholderiaa 
party had juft done by violence, in trampling 
on one of the fundamental articles of the aft o£^ 
union. 

This refolution having been pafled and de- 
creed, the States of Holland fupported it by 
aftual meafures. The legion of Salin was thrown 
into Utrecht > General Van- Ryffel was enjoined 
to give orders to the different regiments of the 
cordon to hold themlelves in readinefs to march 
at a moment's notice; and here began to be felt 
the defeft of the military conftitution of the 
Republic, which, in the fequel, had a moft 
fatal influence on the army of the Province pf 

Holland, 
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Holland, and laid the foundation (^ the mis- 
fortunes of the Republican party. 

Thefe regiments were, in truth, in the pay 
of the Province of Holland, to which they 
were bound by oath; but they were equally 
bound to the States-General by an oath, which 
did not adn^it of their ferving againft any other 
Province without a particular order. In times 
of peace araj amity, thefe two oaths were com- 
patible with each other, fince the immediate 
Sovereign and the States-General, having but 
one will, could not give contrary orders. The 
contingency of a difunion betwixt the two 
Sovereigns had not been foreleen; the one might 
forbid what had been commanded by the other ; 
and between thefe contradidory orders, the 
regiments muft be at a lofs which of them they 
ought to obey. 

The difficulty, however, feemed to be re- 
moved, by the refoiution which declared the 
union to be broken, and the notice given to 
the army of this refoiution. But this every 
perfon interpreted according to the nature of 
bis political opinions; andwhilft fome confined 
themfelves to infilling on the obligation of the 
oath, as an obftacle from which they required 
fimply to be relieved, in order to enable them 
to ci)nform to the orders of the Province, others 

allesed 
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alleged the fame obligation for abfolytely re* 
fufing to fubmit. . 

This dangerous inconvenience could not be 
remedied, but by the fudden difmiffion of all 
the refradtory officers, and the fubftitution of 
others, and by exacting from the regiments a 
new oath, which Ihould place them at the ex- 
clufive difpofal of the States of Holland. Nor 
was it neglefted to encourage the officers by 
fome extraordinary gratuity, for the purpbfe of 
attaching them dill more to their duty, from 
the confideration of their perfonal intereft. 

This mcafure, combined with the aft of fe- 
verity againft the refraftory officers, could not 
fail to fucceed; and, in faft, feveral of them 
indicated their repentance, and teftificd their 
dcfire of returning to the fervice. The time 
was paft. The States of Holland, perfeyering 
in their firmnefs, became inexorable. 

All the meafures of the Stadtholder's party 
were difconcerted in the States-General, iii 
thofe of Gueldres, and in the affembly at 
Amersfort. It had, at firft, expefted to make 
itfelf mafter of the Province of Holland, by 
means of the majority which it had fo long flat- 
tered itfelf it (hould obtain^ and this majority 
had juft been irrevocably loft, by the revolution 
in. the magillracy of Amfterdam, and of Rot- 
terdam-. 
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terdam; Popular commotions^ its other en* 
ginc, had been every where fupprcfledi mili- 
tary meafures had not been more fuccefsfuL 
Since the defeat of the battdion of Efferen, in 
the affair of J.uphatz» the Prince had formed at 
Sieft, yi the neighbourhood of Utr^ht^ a 
fmall camp, confining of two fquadrons of the 
cavalry of Thuyl, the reghnents of the Heredi- 
tary Prince, Munfter, and the reminder of that 
of Efferen, which were infantry ; and on two oc* 
cafions, ibme ftrong detachments of Thuyly 
attempting incurfions into Utrecht, had been 
vigoroufly repulfed, and difperfed by a fmall 
number of Salm huzzars. 

The party was enraged to the laft d^;iee by 
thefe misfortunes, and then it was that the 
ipirit of hatred induced the States to adopt re- 
folutions, in which reafon and the conftitution 
were equally difregarded. 

The States of Holland had, a fhort time 
before, pafled a refolution, requiring the Stadt« 
holder to fend thofe reg^ma!it» into the coun* 
try of the Generality, which bekMiged to their 
afleflment, and ftiU remained in Guddres; for 
this very plain reafon, that Ch^ did not chufe 
that. thefe regiments fiiould be employed atim 
againft themfelves or Utrecht ^ and, in cafe 4>f 
refufal, fiignified that the Province of Holland 

VOL. I. a wouli 
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would ceafe to pay them. It was n6w exadly 
the tinie for fupplying the funds. The Guel • 
drians, who did riot wifK to fend back the 
troops, ana who were not able to pay them, 
took a refolution fo ftrange, that it would 
fcarcely be credited were it not well authenti- 
. cated. This was to write to the States-General, 
to requcft them to open a loan in the name of 
Holland itfelf, the produce of which was f o be 
applied to the payment of tlVefe regiments. 
Thus,'with the money of Holland, they pro- 
pofed to pake war on Holland, and oh the 
Province of Utrecht. 

The Patriots were in defpair. Mediattoii^ if 
it c6uH have been obtained, would, at T^aft, 
have gained 'them ttrhe. 'France, who' fdynd 
it much more eafy ^6 give f hem adVi^e tihafi 
fo furnifli them troops, 'teftified to fhem,"^that 
(he would willingly admit tlie CduH cSf JB^'i^lin 
in(6'tHe "mediafiohi and ais'fengland hkd equally 
indicated in a memorial, prefented l)y Sir jihies 
Harris lo the States-Geiierd, the defite 6( t(y^ 
operating by her mediation to the fe-eftabli/h- 
rifent of the tranquillity oT the Hcf^ublic, as 
fbon as his Bri'tannic ^aje^lythould be reqiiefted 
to do Tos the 'Cabinet of Verlailles exhoft^d 
^hem not to fejed Hit intervention of this 

third 
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common patience, to a propoiition of tbis na- 
ture? It has been feen by what efforts they bad 
been prevailed on to approve the firft idea of 
mediation, when the queftion ftill was that of 
France alone; whom they looked on, however, 
as their only friend. What would it have been, 
if the intervention of England had been pro* 
poftd to them, whom they confidered as their 
. moftdtBgerous enemy; who(e corrupting gold, 
they knew, had feduced and mifled the regi- 
ments of Hdland, till then faithful to the 
caufe of Liberty ; when they were fully informed 
that multiplied (editions, which broke out Aic* 
ceflively, or all at once, in a great number of 
places in the Republic, were equally the pro- 
duftion of the fame power; that the fignal <£ 
diforder and of carn^, in Zealand, had beea 
given by M. Kinkel, a naval officer, and a fa- 
natical and affiduoiis adherent of Sir James 
Harris, ftill more than of the Prince Stadt- 
holder; when they faw, at the very moment in 
which they were bufied with thefe ideas of me- 
duuion, a dreadful infurredion at Breda, &c. 
another fo terrible between Moerdyck and 
Rotterdam, that the free corps repaired thither 
in numbers, and with artillery ? The Province 
faw thefe movements, and knew tlie origin of 
them; and in thefe circumftances could it de-» 
5 terminc 
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termiiie to confide the balance of its iatereftfr 
to the fame hand^ which then feemed only in^ 
tent on its deftradion? It was a talk im{>6ffi- 
ble to be executed ; the heads of the party did 
not hefitate to regard it as fuch, and deckred 
that ncme of them could take it on them with* 
out imminently expoiing not their reputation 
only, but their very life. 

If it was impoffible to accept the mediation 
of England, it was neariy as impoffible to re- 
ject it, without, at leaft, rejedtt^ thofe of 
Pruffia and France; and this condu& prefented 
dieadfiil and imminent dangers. In fuch a 
difficult extremity, to take ad refercndumy and 
to temporize, was a n^fure whkh, at firft, 
prefented itfelf to their mind ; but this was to 
fufpend, not conquer the diflkulty. 

In feeking an egrefs from the labyrinth in 
which tbs Patriots found themfelves ^litangkd, 
they^wene ilopped by an idea that ai^>eaied to 
them Hkely to remove the qbftrudlions; and to 
conduft thism evenly, but by a nmch eaficr 
path, to their aim. This was to abandon the 
^an of a public mediation, and to fubftitute 
in its {dace one that was merely private and 
Confidential; the feat of which would have been 
at Verfaullfs, whither Holbod would have font 
a perfon diftingniihed for his knowledge, and 
Q 3 by 
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by hia Ka|{fc*r> tkir «infe jrf - DbectjTi Hewimld 
not htare hwgiinveftedlwtth any. chan(rH'er; that 
c«bk}^awalbm.-thC'ld£(ft ibfpicioh;' He^iwouldb 
have/eatercdf intQ corifercnceb with thrGdmie 
de Goh:z,i the PruflSan Minifter at Pims^ki tbo 
prdence 6f the Cocmt de Mobtiiion% ' who 
wodd Ji|?re bdd the fcalcs bet webs them* He 
might, at firft, propofe ah armTflaccrbot \yi€h- 
out withdrawing the troops of GueWres and 
Holland from the pofkions they then occupied ^ 
the flrft in the ProviiKicof Utitchti the otheis 
in the line of the corddm on the frt)iiricr$, anfl 
even in the city of Utrecht^ It appemd^ .<* 
Are fxrfl gkuce^ more, natuml to withdraw alCb^ 
gfither tlie troops: cf both parties; but Ideal 
citcutDftafntes would. not ptrotit this 'meaiiirea 
which placed an idycbtage on t)ie Edo.of 
Gudkhies/tbat nothing cduld campseontte on the 
l^e. of 'Hdland. When this pditt (hbuld b6 
n^tilMsdvnit was inten^tod 'th6)r fbai]ild*espiain 
thebfiilTes on the pkn that we havenoMdcrve- 
loptfd; 'iottonftdg to th« Pfincefs theStadthridde-r 
fAn authority^ of whititfiie Rfincej^ her hufbslfld, 
Wd*' then^ difpoflfefled*' Xbcfe two princripjd 
f»o!ht8 cHic^ detarmined, the pcft coul4 not be 
<;»ji^red-(b'li$rious difficulties; mnd thextegotia* 
ii&A wMitdlbe teribmteff with4>ttt aaipiiaterven<- 
{mi d&feiigUyid> ^d in a manner with vrkich 

it 
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f., Xfae Patripf5;fi;jffd ^h^ ir choice on R^, P^ulus^ 
U||^dQ,ubte(}|y tt}e fittefl m^a belongiog to ^b^ 
Eycpp^blic, jto icondud fo deljicate aaJ important 
^ bx:^ds^ It was imme4^tely con^ded to thq 
prenclt Mw/ler, >yiio highly 'approvefi of the 
gl^ral id^a, and of. the choice of a i^egotiator 
ia particular. 

I^everthekfs, ^o eftablifh the covert op this 
fy];y(g(3: .^etween Fraijce .^fi Pruflia, required ^ 
f^tain. (inje ; ai>d ^hen it ihould be agreed on, 
a^d thqPiQtch, negotiator fhould h*w arrived, 
thj5 di^bat^s on the thii^ itfelf 11114^: nf ceflTarily 
h^jQ a cprtaip dpratio^^ ^pd it \iya$ ppffible, 
th^t iji the'i©>:erv24 the Stadtbold^tiap troops 
pMgJ*t Tf^^!Ppt> againft th^ city of JJtrec^lit, 
fpme coup-de-maijij the fuccefs of wljich migh< 
fljlj derange all tlxefp iqeafi}res. It w^? tlicre- 
forpefl^ptiaj, that npthing^ftiould be ^vapjting 
th^t .i?i^ghf^ contribute to the defence of tbaf 
ci^y« 1^ garrifon wa$ copiiderablpi i( b^(j ^Xr 
tiiitry, bjijt' it wai^t^^ /enginper? 9pf| jirtijlfry- 
n^pp, wfyptivf^ every cj^y more feflfibjy fejt. 
The patriots requefte4 an in^mediate fupply 
from the FfpfliOhj V^Q fept th^em .^ Jiundred 
e;^cellep( c^n^^qe^ps, with iom^ qiSc^rs as diftir« 
;guifljed %rtfe»$«srij: ^ jt^qir fei»y*fyi •HPder , 

Q4 the 
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diredioii of the Chevalier de Belloiiet, a (ape- 
rior officer of engineen, univerfaUy known in 
the French army by his eminent talents in 
that important department of the military art. 
On his arrival at Utrecht, he caxiTed to be 
conftruftcd the external works neceflary to the 
defence of the place, as. far as the time and 
urgency of circtunftances would permit. The 
artillery-men entirely fulfilled the idea that 
had been formed of their fkill and courage; 
batteries were ereded in places where the vici- 
nity of the enemy indicated their utility; and 
on the firfl attack made. by fome Stadtholde* 
rian regiments, the fire which they were expofed 
to was diredted in «fo deflrudive a manner 
agjunft them, that they eafily difcovered the 
direftion of the artillery to be no longer in the 
hands of the Dutch. 

But in yielding to the intreaties of the Pa- 
triots, by fending the artillery they required, 
and in approving the idea of a confidential me« 
diation, France earneftly infifled thai the States 
of Holland fhould write to the Princels a let- 
ter fuitable tocircumilances; and which, with- 
out abafing their dignity, might cotnprife, at 
leaft, a commencement of fatis&dion, adapted 
to fufpend the military meafures c^ Pruffia, till 
the moment when the way of conciliation being 

iJcfumed, 
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refumcd, mi^tftill leave fome hope of a peace- 
able and amicable arrangement. 

Nothing could equal the repugnance of the 
Patriots to that meafurc, which humiliated 
them in their own eftimation. No fatisfaftioh 
was duct} they haxjthe decpeft convidion of it; 
France itfclf agreed to it :—** Although/' faid 
lhe> ^' we agree that no fttk&AicHi is due to the 
" Princcfs, we fttll think that it will be expe- 
^ dient to appeafe, in fome manner^ the King 
^ of Proffia^ and to do what will be fuitable, 
'< itk ofder jto maltff htm forget the affront which 
"his lifter has cUpBlwccd.'* This advice it 
was eaiy to give» tmt bf no means fo eafy to 
follow. •* When we htfe digefted," faid the 
leaders of the Republicai) party, '' the fketch of 
•* a lettet e»^y fucb as the Cabinet of Ver- 
" failks propofes to us, who will be anfwerablc 
*< that the King of PruiTia will be fatisfied, and 
" withdraw his troops? And if he be not fatis* 
" fi^ how for can we depend on France ? If, 
" after having obtained of us a latisfadion 
•* 1«hich we do not owe, the King of Pruffia 
** ftill remains in arms, in order to fupport the 
" pretended rights of the Stadtholder, will 
*• France fupport us, or wiU (he advife us ftill 
^ to yield ? for IheViil have equally to allege 
*^ the rtafons by which (he determines us to- 
day 
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^*'d;(iy for fatisiai<5iDn4 that is to iky, wiar, and 
** its confequences,,, (b difafljous .tQ the Repub- 

" lie/' ^ . ; . 

I Thcfe Qbjc<9:ions were, unfortunately, too 

Yf^U founded, ThCjCJo 

pl^afurcs and inttigue, 

riegrefr, to bring back 

of tJ9lland, wiaich^jpj 

but barren and comj 

fljcwjpd no difpofitioa 

caps of Hplland, by ^ 

counfels and negotiati 

ever, could not yet .1 

would be fo blindod^ h 

a$ fo abandon tbeif (^ 

to Jcave them to be cv^ 

to cieliver up Holland 

and thus lofe, by the 

nefs, all tbe fruits of t 

gave her the meaps x 

lancing the Englifli pc 

refledions. fo natu^^l^ 

hope, which pjeventec 

fponding, . On the otl 

they iuipofed.on tbe^r 

thing, in order to avoic 

the urgent neceflity o 

arjwy from the frontie 
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temsttied thctn to yield, aniwrtte^to the^rln^ 
ceft the letter^ fatisfadion the Ftiemh Miniftct 
had required. 

The repbrt of this intended tetter was ffiade 
to the States of Holland *«W8pds the end of the 
month of Augufti and was tikenml Pe/erirtdHtn. 
When the intetligerice^tf 'it' arrived at Amfter^ 
^am, the oppofition to it Was'inlanifeftcB in rf 
ttianrtfer extrtftitiy violent j not -only among* tK^ 
citizeniv but eten in^the council in which' *erd 
united all the wifdom and ^ilities that Amfter^ 
dam could boaft. ^ The fenfation in this city 
was more lively than at the Hague; and its ex*, 
pisiflidn more' open and eft^rgetic. The pufi!* 
lanimity of France, in thefe critical circum* 
ftances, was thettJ judged^ feverely, and with 
much lefe rdfpeiSt^ and had eftranged all confi- 
dence; the opiiiipn there was forcibly pro- 
nounced on the plan, and the real objeft of the 
ji^umey of the Princefs; there did not remain 
Ji^ ftiadow of doubt, that her arrival at the 
H«^e woujd be the fignal for a general infur- 
reftioTl and the deftroftion of the Patriots: 
and the mere idea that the Sovereign Aflem- 
bly of Holland, with this convidion, would 
' ftill^write a letter of fatisfadion, as if to thank 
her for the qvils that fhe had it not in her 
povwr to inflid, appeared to the magiftrates to 

be 
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be the deepeft debafement, ami dr ew ifinom 
them a tumnimous burft of indignation againft 
a power fo tyrannical, as to (upport, by an 
army, the demand of fuch manifeft injuftice. 
They were determined, they faid, to break 
down the gitat dyke of Minden^ to inundate 
all Hdlaad, the inftant that a Fruffian regi- 
ment Ihould appear in Gueldres, and to perifli, 
to the laft man, rather than fubmtt to the law 
of a Foreign Monarch, who had received no of- 
fence from the Province. 

Thus, the opinion of Amfterdam was di* 
redly co;itrary to the plan of the letter. To 
what degree would not the dignity of the States 
be wounded, (bould ther^ be opened between 
them and the wife of their firftfubjeft, a fpecies 
of negotiation, in which flill the Princefs, and 
not they, would play the principal charafteri 
and in which they would fiiid themfelves equally 
humiliated, either by her haughtinefs, or by her 
clemency? The level, on the contrary, would 
be reftored, if the States treated direftly witk 
the King of Pruffia: in this manner, the re- 
gency of Amfterdam, in rejeding the plan of 
the letter, propofed to fend to Berlin, with a 
letter addreffed to the King, a deputation, 
confifting of four or five chofen perfons among 
the moft diftinguiflied of the Republican party, 

in 
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a faftiia^& lodfone,* : was • :piibparh]gj to -depart the 
ncott vioumng, after* having iuxredi ted Bi^Ckjar^S 
d^ Affaires, ta the Republic He received this 
intelligence with the greateft fatisfaftion, jtnd 
&k bimielf. flattered to fee his miflion termi- 
^Qftted by jih operation, wliich,promifed haj^ 
xonfequences towards the re-eflabtiftiment <if 
^repofein the R^ublic. - 

Howiiable are we to fee our calculations -en- 
tirely deceived, when founding, our ideas on 
certain given fa6ts, we draw our conclufions x>f 
.future events by the fingle rule. of probability! 
Who would not have thought that the rcfolu- 
tion, which the States of Holland had juft 
pafled, though even the Princcfs might not be 
altogether fatisfied, would, at leafk, have occa* 
fioned fome difcuffion, more or left prolonged:: 
that during this time France and Pruffia nlight 
interfere, and fo concert matters as to deternakic 
the two parties to an accommodation, in whifch 
the Princefs might jdax from the i%Our of her 
pretcnfions, wbilft the States ini^t yet nmke 
fome fSa-rther advances towards her claims? 
Neither the ore nor the o^her happened. , 

It was on the 8th of September, that the 
refolution had been pafled in the States of 
Holland, to write to the Princefs on this fata! 
£itis£&dions on this calamitous incident, which 

had 
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had now becotne fS^ principal cbHfi^erfftidhj and 
had eelipfed eveiy othelr dbjeftv''' Qfi'thfe fatn^ 
day 'that this refolutibn was made kriown 16 
M. Thtilertieycr, there was a copy of it fent 
lo him, with an invitation to ttanfmit it to the 
King of Pi*uffia by the fpeedieft means. It wa^ 
on the fame day alfo, that tiiis Minifter expe- 
dited his courier; and it was thfe next day^ on 
the 9th, at 'half paft Hght in the 'rooming, that 
this fame Mimfter remitted tcy the Grand Pen- 
•fionary, to be inimediately 'cofainiunicated to 
the States of HolIa:nd,'a ndicj-^hfch contained 
the ultimate ddtermtnatioh of^ the King df 
Pruffia, which irrevocably deftroyed every hope 
of conciliation. 

M. De Thulemeyer had received the order for 
it during the night, and feme hours aftfep 'the 
departure of his comStr. ' ife^ttis- n^te, - the 
Krn^ infilled 4lmtaWatDd!ogf'(Hbuld be Jnaae 
to the Prineefs, *His fifteify thit all thbfe df 
whom (he might compMh fhould be fevetiely 
and exemplarily puhiXh^i that'll the^refblts 
tions paffed on account of -her jotiifney (hould 
be immediately fevoked;'&c.;'an3^ his Majefty 
demanded thatthe States (hould coAie to a de- 
termination within the limited terrrt of four diy#, 
at the expiration of which his troops' had -ordilh 
to enter the territory of -thte Republic. -^ 

It 
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It will^ dotibtlefs, be alleged^ that this term 
of four days was much too long; for when the 
queflion is either to fubfcribe to opprobrium 
and difhonour, or to peri(h; the choice is fo 
plain, that it is eaiily made. But the States 
could conclude on nothing without the opinion 
of the Regencies of the towns; who them- 
felves were alfo bound, in a cafe of fuch ferious 
iniportance, to confult the citizens, through 
their reprefentatives ; and in this refpedt the 
term was abfurdly (hort. The Pruffian note, 
however^ was referred to a committee, which 
was ordered to make a fpeedy report to the 
States. 

This imperious memorial, this language of 
an abfolute mafter, who thus made known his 
will, was, befides, a bright ray of information, 
which completely enlightened all minds as to 
the true fyftem of the Court of Berlin. It was 
then that the Patriots were more than ever con- 
vinced, that the whole aiTair of the fatisfadion, 
and even of the journey of the Princefs, was 
no other than a plan concerted between her 
and the King, her brother; who required only 
a pretext to interfere in the affairs of Holland, 
and to fupport the Stadtholderian pretenfions 
^y force of arms; whence it followed, that the 
negotiations pfthat power with France had, 

beea 
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been merely illufbry. It was known that the 
Duke of Brunfwick, on being appointed to the 
command of the army, had> at the fame time, 
received powers that were, in fome degree, un- 
limited; to enter upon bufinefs direftly with 
the Princefs; and to take fuch meafures as they 
ftiould jointly determine to be mofl convenient, 
without reference to the Cabinet of Berlin, 
otherwife than by a firaple recital. Thus it 
was clearly perceived, that the orders^ fucceffively 
fent to M. dc Thulemeyer at the Hague, iffued 
immediately from the Cabinet of the Princefs, 
inftead of coming direftly from Berlin. 

On the other hand, it was afcertained that 
the Duke, fince his arrival on the frontiers of 
the Republic, had regularly, and even feveral 
times in a week, fent emiflaries to Givet, in 
order to learn the ftate of the military prepara^ 
tions of France in that quarter^ and what was 
the real extent of that camp, which fome 
months preceding had madefo much noife. It 
is certain j that if the plan of this camp had been 
purfued, and carried into execution, this Prince 
would have been flopped by the rifk of em- 
broiling the King of Pruffia with France, and 
of producing, from a miferable quarrel incited by 
family pride, a war which would involve England, 
and might eafily become univerfal^ and in re- 

VOL. I. R gard 
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gard to himfelf it was, at leaft, doubtful, whe- 
ther regard for his own glory would have fuf- 
fered him to commit a reputation, juftly ac- 
quired in the feven years war, to the hazard of 
a difficult and uncertain expedition, into a 
country which prefents fo many obftacles to 
attack, and fo many facilities for defence. But 
his emiffaries, by their unanimous reports, con- 
firmed him in the certainty that every thing 
was perfectly quiet at Givet, which did not 
contain the veftige of a camp, nor any extra- 
ordinary preparation; and from that moment 
he perceived that he might dare every thing 
with impunity. 

This condud of the Court of Berlin, and of 
that of Nimeguen, was thus rendered extremely 
evident. The enlightened Patriots had, for 
fome time, fufpefted it; they had long afferted 
that France was made the fport of Pruffia; and 
France had perfifted in its confidence, whether 
from fentiment, or fear of engaging in fome vi- 
gorous meafure, which it, perhaps, would have 
bad neither the will nor the power to fupport^ 
It was, however, this unfortunate apathy which 
completed the ruin of Holland. 

The States of Holland, on the 12th, an- 
fwered the Pruffian memorial by a refolution 
which, in fubftance, purported— i. That they 
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could not enter into any deliberation on the laft 
notes tranfmilted by M. De Thulemeyer. 2. 
That there w(5Dld be fent to Berlin a deputa- 
tion, confifting of two members of the States, 
in order to reprefent to his Pruffian Majefty 
an exaft account of every circumftance which 
had occurred, relative to the journey of the 
Princefs. 3. That a letter ftiould be previoufly 
written to that Monarch, to enquire if fuch a 
deputation would be agreeable to him. 4. That 
there (hould be tranfmitted to the Pruffian 
Minifter, and to the ChargS (P Affaires of 
France, copies of the refolution, with a re- 
queft that each of them would forward it to his 
Court. 

They did ndl fo far deceive thcmfelves as to 
found any hopes on this refolution, but, at the 
fame time, they more earneftly than ever foli- 
cited the affiftance of France j and, by great 
exertions, thefe fuccours might ftill arrive in 
time I but there was not an inftant to lofe, if 
they wiftied to fave the Province of Holland. 
There could no longer be a queftion as to af- 
fembling an army : that if three or four regi- 
iBei^s, ftationed on the frontiers adjoining to 
the Republic, were marched, and thrown into 
Utrecht, they might flop the Pruffians, long 
enough, at leift, for the arrival of the other 

n 2 troops. 
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troops, which were to follow in fucceffion. This 
propofition was made at the Hague to Count 
D'Efterhazy, then Commandant at Givet, to 
fend, at leaft, fome of the regiments under his 
command. His anfwer was, as might be eafily 
forefeen, that he was not empowered to take 
fuch a ftep, France, befides, promifed the Pa- 
triots a great many fuccours, which never ap- 
peared, the rapidity of the Stadtholderian Re- 
volution not having allowed them time to ar- 
rive* 

Thus, folely dependant on their own inter- 
nal refources, the Republicans had effefted the 
inundations in the Province of Utrecht; but 
ftill this difaftrous expedient had not fucceeded, 
by reafon of the drought, which had been pre- 
valent during the whole of the fummer of that 
year, and kept the waters of the Leek far be- 
low their ufual level. In Holland, the gre^t 
fluice of Minden was opened on the 12th, and 
the inundation which refulted ought to have 
jobed that of the Leek, and covered the whole 
Province as far as Gorcum, had the Leek been 
opened on the fouth bank, which would have 
furnifhcd water as far as the Waal, by inyndat- 
ing a fmall part of Gueldres. The Proviitce of 
Holland was then no farther acceffible, but by 
fome very narrow banks, where two carriages 
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could fcarcely pafs a-breaft. Thefe banks met 
at GorcuMy at Viane^ and, ftill higher, at Waer* 
der^ Nieverjluys, NardeUi and Mindens thefe, 
with Utrechty were the points to be defended. 

Thefe places, moftly fortified by Cohorn, or 
according to his fyftem, would have prefented 
a fufficient length of refiflance, had the garri- 
fons been complete. But it has been (hewn, 
how Corruption, by diforganizing the troops of 
the cordon, had diminiftied their numbers. 
The chafms had been filled, as much as poffi- 
ble, by the free corps, who teftified the greateft 
alacrity ; and the refult was a force, no doubt, 
able to counteraft, or even to annihilate, the 
Stadtholderian army; but incapable of fingly 
refilling, for any length of time, the Pruflians, 
fo fuperior in numbers and difcipline. It could 
not, therefore, aft in any other manner, than 
by oppofing to their march a refiftance long 
enough to give the foreign fuccours time to ar* 
rive; if they (hould come from the quartei: 
they had a right to €xpe£b them. 

Utrecht had from feven to eight thoufand 
men, without reckoning the armed citizens; 
and in this number of feven or eight thou- 
fand, there were not more than twelve hun- 
dred men of the free corps. The French 
artillery-men were all there affembled under the 
command of the Chevalier de BellomU who, 
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in cafe of a (iege, protnifed a defence of feveral 
weeks at leaft. But it was the Rhingrave 
dc Salm, who commanded the city and its gar- 
rifbn; and in the circumftances of the mo- 
ment this was a very great misfortune, for it 
was become impofiible to place in him the leaft 
confidence. 

, PoffeiEng a great deal of wit, fkilful, and even 
fcduftive, capable of affuming, with the utmoft 
facility, all appearances, the better to attain his 
end ; the Rhingrave de Salm was a man without 
any principle, but that of his own perfonal in-, 
tcreft. His ambition was boundlefs. He had> 
from the commencement, conrtefted himfelf 
with the Patriotic party, becaufe by remaining 
united with that of the Stadthblder, he had no 
hopes but of an advancement much top flow 
for his impatience; whilft by attaching himfelf 
to the caufe of Liberty, he opened a new courfej 
which promifed a fortune infinitely more rapid* 
iiayi^g' made hifirfeJf neceflkQ[ to the Repub- 
' lican party, his hopes had no longer any bouiidsy 
none of his calculations were without fome de- 
gree of probability ; hoiK)urs, authority, and 
riches, were all prefent to his imagination in 
the new and immenfe career which was open to 
him; and amidft all the cataibrophes which 
might conclude the conteft betwoea the two 

parties^ 
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* parties, he (aw one which might conduct him 
to a fupreme dignity, of which, befides, his birth, 
rendered him compatible. To a certain point 
his expectations were realized. It was eafy for 
him to gain the efteem and confidence of men 
fimple and honeft, fuch as the chiefs of the 
Republican party ^ from whom he took care to 
conceal his projefts. He was entrufted with 
all their fecrets, and frequently gave very good 
advice. He was more than once fent to Paris, 
for the purpofe of informing the Minifters re- 
fpefting the common interefts of France and 
the Patriots; to explain the trueftateof circum- 
ftances in detail ; to indicate by what fteps, by 
what kind of fuccours, the Cabinet of Verfaillcs 
might contribute to the fuccefs of the Re- 
publican caufe; anfwer objeftions, diflipate 
doubts, &c. : all things which could be but im- 
perfedUy accompli (hed by writing, at leaft to 
avoid details immeafurably voluminous, and 
which there was not then time to read, but 
which might be difcufled with infinitely more 
facility by converfation. 

His character pliant and dudile, his genius 
and his peculiar fpecies of wit and eloquence fuc- 
ceeded perfectly at Verfailles; in that country 
where the talent xof pieafing was the firft of all 
poffible qualifications, M, de Caloxme, in par- 
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ticular, was feduced and infatuated ; and did not 
trouble himfelf with afcertaining whether this 
dazzling furface covered a foundation of real 
merit, and a real fpirit of patriotifm. It may eafily 
be conceived, that the Rhingrave de Salm, in 
the midft of his fucccfs, did not forget his per- 
fonal interefts. A General in the fervice of the 
City of Utrecht, but only a Colonel in that of 
the Province of Holland; he had the addrefs 
to prevail with the French Minifter to confer 
on him the rank of Field-marfhal. He did 
more: he induced M. de Calonne to render 
this honour more fubftantial,^ by attaching to it 
an annuity for life of forty thoufand francs, with- 
out the fmalleft difficulty. It is eafily to be 
conceived, that, after this favour, he had re- 
fledted on the rifk that this penfion might in 
the fequel be annihilated, with the fame facility 
it was obtained, in confequence of the deplora- 
ble ftate of the French finances; and in order 
to proted: it from all hazards, he had requefted 
the principal inftead of the income, to which 
M. de Calonne had as readily agreed ; fo that 
by producing the patent of his penfion, he had 
obtained a fum of four hundred thoufand francs. 
As foon as the aflfairs of the Republican party 
began to wear a certain degree of incertitude, 
ftom their extreme complexity, it has been feen 

what 
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what was the opinion on the interference of 
France as a mediatrjx between the Provinces* 
This mediation did not, by any means, accord 
with the calculations of the Rhingrave, who 
foon perceivied that his game was entirely at an 
end, the moment France Ihould be ^hle to ter-r 
minate the diflenfions on which he foiinded his 
elevation J hence he endeavoured, by every 
means in his power, to remove it; and as no- 
thing could be concluded on but by the deter- 
mination of the towns, and more efpecially of 
Amfterdam, he difpatched his cmiffaries thi- 
ther in order to prejudice the people againft: 
every fpecies of mediation, and to induce them 
rather to refort to the moft violent meafures, in 
the perfuafion that one of their firfl. fteps would 
be to affemble the free corps of the whole Pro- 
vince, and to declare him Generaliflimo of their 
whole armed forc^j a kind of military dicla- 
torftiip which muft have placed all the power 
and all the treafure of Holland at his difpofal. 
Thefe gigantic plans did not efcape the pene- 
tratipn of the enlightened Republicans, who 
could ^o loj^g^ entertain a doubt that he at- 
tended more to his perfonal advantage than to 
that of the party. 

On the other hand, from the time he had 
b?9n ^ntnifted with the defence of Utrecht, he 

had 
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had never neglefted the means of extricating 
himfelf from the difficulty, in c?ife the Stadt- 
boWerian party Ihould decidedly acquire the 
feipcriority. The vicinity of the enemies troops 
tfforded bim a great many opportunities to 
• fettle and profecute an intrigue whh the Court 
of Nimcguen; and it is known that he had 
feveral conferences with the Count de Callem- 
berg, a Saxon, highly efteemed in the Stadt- 
holderian family. Some expreffions have even 
been cited which he addreffed to Count Cal- 
kmbcrg, on quitting him, after one of thefe 
interviews : ** Believe, befides,*' faid he, " that 
•* I am not fo much prejudiced in favour of 
•* the lemon, but I have alfo a confiderable re- 
** li(h for the orange." We do not guarantee 
this phrafe, which carries its own commentary 
along with it. Thefe conferences, however, 
were not produ^flive of any refult, doubtlefs 
from each of the parties being too cunning; 
mutual diftruft, perhaps well founded on both 
fides, did not permit them to agree on terms. 
If to thefe fadts we add, that the Rhingrave 
had oppofed the Sovereign Committee of 
Woerden, it will eafily be conceived how de- 
fervedly he had forfeited the confidence of the 
leaders of the party. He was, howev^, per- 
mitted to remain at Utrecht, from the appre* 
I henfioix 
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benfion, that if the command was withdrawn 
irom him, he would immediately pafs over to 
the enemy *s fide, followed by his legion,» 
which was at that time the flower of the 
troops attached to the Republican party. 

Affairs, as we have fcen, were then in a very 
critical ftate ; the Patriots, however, ftill ex- 
peded their fafety from France, and were not - 
entirely difcouraged. But the intelligence on 
the 1 6th was dreadful. Before feven o*clock in 
the morning the leaders were informed, that 
the Pruffians had at length entered on the ter- 
ritory of the Republic ; and were advancing 
towards the Province of Holland, in three co- 
lumns; the firft direfting its march towards 
Naarden, the fecond towards Amersfort, and 
the third towards Gorcum -, thab this laft was 
already at Tiel on the Waal ; that the inunda- 
tions on that fide had not fucceeded according 
to expeftation, though it had rained for feve- 
ral days, the rain having been neither long nor 
abundant enough to reftore the level of the 
Leek to the height that the preceding drc^jght 
had decreafed ; that there was not the fmalleft 
probability of being able to defend Gorcum ; 
and that then nothing could prevent the enemy 
from reaching the Hague in the courfe of three 
days. They learnt alfo, at the fame inftant, 

that 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Z^2 HISTORY OF i^7^7* 

that France was at length determined to fend 
them fuccours as foon as the King (hould re- 
ceive a formal invitation on that head from the 
States of Holland. This fo tardy intelligence 
by no means counterbalanced the imminent 
misfortunes which began to threaten the Re- 
public. 

The principal Patriots, on the arrival of 
thefe diftrefsful tidings, were aflembled at the 
houfe of M. Giflaer. Here they very calmly 
deliberated on the danger of their fituation, 
and on the conduft which it was immediately 
indifpenfablq for them to purfue. Hope was 
not entirely exiftinguiftied, fince France had 
announced, that (he would undertake the de-^ 
fence of the Province of Holland. There re- 
mained no queftion but to maintain themfelves 
in fome ftrong place, in order to give time 
for the French troops to arrive ; and as no 
place could more certainly accomplilh this ob-r 
jed than the city of Amfterdam, they toofe 
the refolution of quitting that very day the 
city of the Hague, in order to unite afterwards 
at Amfterdam. This refolution was not cha- 
rafteriftic of pufiUanimity. It was extremely * 
probable, that (hortly fome furious commotion 
would be raifed ; and that the populace, en- 
CQuraged by the approach of the Pruffianis^ . 
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and irritated by the prefence of the Republi- 
can leaders, had they remained, would indubi- 
tably have facrificed them in the firft mOrfaentfc 
of their rage. Would they not then, and with 
reafon, have been accufed of great imprudence^ 
if, for the purpofe of difplaying a vain and 
oftentatious courage, they had neglefted to 
preferve themfelves for the public welfare ? 

The States of Holland were immediately a(*- 
fembled ; no official mention was made of the 
news of the day ; and the only interefting re- 
Iblution which paffed during this fitting was 
that of requiring from France, in confequence 
of the alliance, fuccours againft the PrufEan 
invafion ; which refolution was on the fame day 
difpatched to Verfailles. But immediately after 
the aflembly the three Penfionarics withdrew, 
and quitted the Hague by different routes. 

The news each hour became worfe ; on the 
day even of the departure of the Patriots, 
the firft intelligence was received of the evacu- 
ation of Utrecht. As foon as there was a 
certainty in the city of the entry of the Pruf- 
fians on the territory of the Republic, and the 
march of a column towards Amersfort, theRhin- 
grave de Salm called a great council of war, in 
order to deliberate on the meafure? necel&ry to 
be taken. He opened it by a fpeech, in which 

he 
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he undertook to demonftrate that the place 
was incapable of fuftainlng a fiege, and con- 
cluded for its immediate evacuation. The 
Chevalier de Bellonet, whofe great military ta- 
lents were crowned by uncommon modefty, 
agreed that the city was undoubtedly not im- 
pregnable ; but he reprefented, with modera- 
tion, that he thought it was capable of a de- 
fence of feveral weeks. The Rhingrave, to 
whom this opinion was by no means agreeable, 
aflerted that there was a want of ftores and 
provifions, and that it was impoffible to pro- 
cure them from Holland. If the faft were 
really fo, the Rhingrave had been very cul- 
pable in neglefting to provide with the necef- 
fary articles a place confided to his care, which 
had been fo long threatened s and if it were 
only a pretext, what are we to think o( the 
courage, the talents, or the probity of a Com- 
mandant, who firft broached fuch an opinion ? 
Be this as it may, his affertion impofed filence 
on the Council; the evacuation was refolved on, 
lUid executed in the greateft diforder. There 
were left a fine and numerous artillery, very 
imperfedtly fpiked, and a great ftore of pow- 
der. The corps who formed the garrifon feU 
Ipack; fonxe on Nievefluys^ others on Woerden, 
0t £pnic other place c^ the cordoo> all with z 
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defign of definitively throwing tliemfelves into 
Amfterdam. The Rhingrave de Salm confulted 
his own perfonal fafety, and forgot the public 
good. He difappeared in a moment, and fo 
well concealed his route, that during the remain- 
der of the Revolution it was never known what 
became of him. 

Gorcum, deprived of the benefit of the inun- 
dation, its natural ftrength, could not hold 
out, and was compelled to furrendcr on the 
17th, on the firfl bomb that was fired. M. de 
Capellen, the brother of the Baron de Capellen 
de March, whom we have more than once 
mentioned in • the courfe of this work, com- 
manding the place, with a very weak garrifon, 
was made a prifoner of war, and the Stadt- 
holderian hatred treated him fo barbaroufly, 
that he died in a few weeks. The roadway w^s 
at that time open as far as the Hague, without 
any poffibility of flopping the enemy. The news 
arrived in this city in the night between the 17th 
•and 1 8th; and as foon as the populace were in- 
formed of it, they exhibited fymptoms of a very 
alarming fermentation. In the morning there were 
very numerous crowds affembling on every fide; 
and dividing themfelves into groupes of forty or 
fifty, ran through the ftreets of the city covered 
with orange-coloured ribbands, and infultcd 
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the paffengers who had not a fimilar emblem, 
and that under the eyes of the piquet of the 
garrifoni who fufftred theni to do it quietly. 
This was the prelude ; and in the evening the 
commotion aflumed an appearance truly alarm- 
ing. It is impoffible to conceive the outrage- 
ous fury of this populace againft all who were 
either direftly or indiredly cdnneded with the 
patriotic party. Their houfes were pillaged or 
deftroyed ; themfelves, when they wcilC fo im- 
prudent as to appear, were either cruelly ill- 
treated, maflacred, or thrown into the canals. 
The Hotel de France could not have efcaped 
total dcftruftion, if the ChargS d^ Affaires 
had not in time required the Government to 
grant him a guard adequate to the protedion 
of his perfon and his houfe from all infult^* 
This precaution faved the hotel ; but a furious 
populace were aflembled every evening, and 
remained all night under his windows, venting 
the howls of wild beafts, uttering imprecations 
againft France, and curfes againft the piquet, 
which would not abandon the houfe to their 
fury. The confternation throughout the pro* 
vince was general ; all the towns, either already 
fubdued, or difpofed to fubmit, were more or 
lefs delivered up to pillage and malTacre: it 
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was, in a word, a iTceiie of horror and de- 
folation. 

The Aflembly of Amersfort wrote to thefe 
very States-General a violent letter againft the 
Province of Holland, on the fubjeft of the 
orders given to General Van-Ryflel, with a 
threat of alfo taking meafures on their fide, if 
the orders were not revoked, and the General 
brought to trial. The officers difmlfled by the 
States of Holland alfo addrefled the States- 
General, andclaimed proteftion. All was well 
received, all was referred to report, or to a 
direft deliberation. The States General ap- 
plauded the conduft of the malecontent officers 5 
they made a motion to declare even that they 
deferved an indemnity. A difcuffion took 
place. Gueldres, Over-Yffel, and Amersfort 
confented. Friefland and Groningen took the 
matter ad referendum. Of two deputies of 
Zealand, who were prefent, the one was for and 
the other againft it, and the Prefident con- 
cluded, without hefitation, in favour of the 
motion. Next day, on the rejumption^^ a 

third 

• By the then Conftitution, a refolution, after being de- 
bated and decreed, required, in order to give it the force 
of a law, to be fubmitted to a fecond deliberation ; and a 
frefti debate, in which the deputies refumed what had been 
already faid, with the addition of what further they had to 
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third d^uty from Zealand arrived, difapproved 
of the conduct of his colleague, who had 
voted for the motion, and joifned the other, to 
have the queftion taken ad referendum. The 
deputation of Over-Yflel announced that they 
had juft received from their conftituents an ex- 
prefs order likewife to have it taken ad refe- 
rendum. Thefe four provinces required an ad 
r^erendum. Only Gueldrcs and Amersfort 
perfevered in their firft opinion^ nevertheleis 
the Prefident concluded, as he had the day be- 
fore, in favour of the motion, with a minority 
of two to four. 

A refolution paffed by a minority, without 
the fmalleft fcruple, and without regard to de*^ 
ccncy, was, till then, an unexampled circum- 
ftance in the hiftory of the Republic, and for 
that reafon alone we think it necSflary to be 
mentioned ; and the rather, in order to (hew 
how much this affembly of the States-General, 
fo majeftic, fo auguft in the fiourifl>ing epochs 
of the Republic, had fallen from its ancient 
dignity; and how, being deprived of the aiSft- 
ance of the Province of Holland, they volunta- 

fay on it. This fecond examination was denominated r}^ 
refumftion ; and when a refolutiou had paiFed at the refump^ 
tiott, it was no longer pofTible to appear a|^ain(l it* 
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rily confpired in fome degree againft Liberty, 
and in favour of Defpotifm, guided only by the 
fole fiinaticifm of Gueldres: that is to fay, 
of a very fmall number of ariftocratic regents; 
it was become a focus of hateful palBons, 
whence the public good could never mcw^ be 
promoted, and afterwards exhibited only fcenes 
of diforder and confu(ion> till the period when 
Duch Liberty^ having received its death-blow, 
the will of the States-General, as well as of the 
Provincial States, was loft, and fwallowed up 
under the domination of an individual. 

Under thefe circumftances, William pub- 
liOied a manifefto, the violence of which com- 
pleted the public rage and indignation againft 
him in the Province of Holland. It was the 
ikmc falfe and infidious ftatement, fupported 
by the moft injurious expreffions againft the 
citizens beft known for their virtues and pa- 
triotifm ; the affeftation of making his caufe 
appear to be fuftained by the moft judicioui 
and numerous party of the nation ; whereas, in 
llrid truth, it had no defenders, except a. very 
few ariftocrates, and the populace of the towns, 
who were not even every where attached to 
him. The extraordinary avowal he had xe- 
cently made of great efforts to re-eftabli(h 
hipd in his full authority, that his partifans had 
s 2 pulled 
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puflied this matter very far, and that he confi- 
dered himfelf on the point of fucceeding, whilft , 
the revolutions of Amfterdam and Rotterdam 
had rendered abortive his defigns, and de- 
ftroyed his hopes. Bitter complaints of thefe 
revolutions, of the meafures taken in the affair 
of Utrecht by the patriotic citizens, on whom 
injurious epithets were not fpartd ; a decjara- 
tion, the purport of which was, that he confi- 
dered thefe citizens as tyrants and enemies, 
againft whom he. was not afraid to (hew him- - 
felf ready to put in motion every means he 
might find neteffary to deftroy thefe fatal in- 
novations, which tended only to render inevi- 
tilble the total ruin of the Republic ; adding, 
that for this purpofe, he would immediately 
fiecond the good difpofitions of Gueldres and 
Utrecht; laflly,an exhortation toalltoenterinto 
his views, with the aflurance, that if they were 
willing to reftore to him the command of the 
Hague, to reinftate him in his funftions of 
Captain-General, to annul aU the refolutions 
adopted againft him, he would confent to re- 
mvn to the Hague, where he would confult 
on the means of .re-eftablifliing general tran- 
quillity. 

The firft idea which occurs to the mind, is 
to .enquire for what purpofe this manifefto was 

publiflied. 
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publiQied, and what effeft the Prince could 
proniife himfelf from it ? The following is 
the anfwer to that queftion. 

Sir James Harris had made a journey to 
Nimeguen, whilft the Stadtholderian Court 
had refolved on a plan of meafures, of which 
this manifefto made a part. It was to appear 
in the States, as in faft it did, on the 3l^th of 
May. On the 31ft it was to be made known 
at Amfterdam, and on the ift of June, there 
was to be excited a violent commotion in that 
city to fupport it. Collateral meafures liad 
been taken at the Hague, where were feen at 
the fame time the people running in crowds to 
a tavern in the city, in order to fign a requifi- 
tion in favour of the Stadtholder, whicli was 
to be prefented to the States. It was alfo re- 
marked, that Sir James Harris, who had quitted 
Nimeguen, to prevent, undoubtedly, the fufpi- 
cion of having framed this plot, returned 
exaftly on the ift of June, although he had 
announced his return for a Uter day. This 
coincidence was extremely remarkable, and ap- 
peared clearly to indicate, that this Minifter, 
after having prepared events, had quitted the 
fcene, to re-appear at the cataftrophe. 

All the machination recoiled on himfelf. 

The Stadtholderian mob at Amfterdam, with- 

$3 put 
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out waiting the time that bad been indicated 
to it, began on the 30th of May to infult the 
Patriots in the ftreets, and foon after a terrible 
explofion took place. But the patriotic mob, 
which was very numerous at Amfterdam, vi- 
goroufly attacked and repulfed the Stadthol- 
derians, who retreated to the quarter of the 
city Called the Catlemburg. This is the abode 
of iailors, workmen belonging to the Admi* 
ralty, &c. and was the great focus of the in- 
fume&ion. The Stadholderians drew up the 
only bridge which formed the communication 
with the city, and prepared to defend it. In 
an inftant the ropes that held the bridge fuf- 
pended were cut ; it fell down, and the paiTage 
was forced. Other Patriots threw themfelves 
into fome barges, and defcending the canal, 
proceeded to attack the Cattemburg on the 
other fide 5 fo that the Stadtholderians feeing 
themfelves furrounded, and entirely routed, 
fled in all diredions, and retired to their 
homes. But the patriotic populace being once 
fet in motion, it was extremely difficult to 
reflrain them. 

During this period of trouble and diforder, it 

lyas natural to the Dutch populace of both fides, 

when once in adion, to abandon themfelves to 

diforders and exccflTes of every fort. Woe to 
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thpfe of their enemies who fell into their hands ! 
they were, for the mod: part, thrown, without 
pity, into the canals ; and when they did not 
meet them perfbnally, they attacked their houfes. 
Then did that fpirit of prefervation, which fo 
particularly and univerfally charaderizes the 
Dutch people, difappear, and give way to a 
fpirit of dellrudlion, that fpared or refpeifted 
nothing. They turned no article to their ad- 
vantage; they deftroyed folely for the fake of 
deftruftion, and to deprive an enemy of his ac- 
cuftomed enjoyments. From this known cha- 
rafter, there cannot be a doubt, that if the Pa- 
triotic mob at Amfterdam had been left to 
themfelves, they would have made terrible re- 
prifals for all the ills they had to dread from the 
Stadtholderians, had they been the ftrongeft. 
Accordingly, the Burghers adopted wife and well 
concerted meafures, to prevent excefs. Being 
perfuaded that the firft fury of the people 
would lead them to the houfe of M. Dedel, one 
of the difmifled Burgomafters, who had been 
extremely odious to them, they flew to his de- 
fence, and preferved him from every injury; 
but the fuccours were not fufiiciently quick to 
fave, in like manner, the houfes of M. Ren- 
dorp and M, Beels, members of tlie old Re- 
gency. The mob, who ran thither in great 
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crowds, burft in, and, in a few minutes, all 
the furniture and valuable eflfefts were broken, 
deftroycd, and thrown into the canal, without 
any individual thinking of keeping a Qngl^ ar- 
ticle for his own ufe. 

To thefe two houfes was confined the havoc 
of this day, which, but for the prudent pre- 
cautions of the Burghers, threatened to become 
univerfal. Some pri Toners were apprehended at 
the Cattemburg, and fome houfes were fearched* 
The prifoners made a confeffion; and papers 
found in the houfes completely developed the 
fecret of the Stadtholderian plan, as it has been 
already explained. Laftly, (lores of powder, 
balls, and arms, fent after the explofion, and 
feized j the depofitions of an armourer, who had 
been employed to furnilh fix hundred mufkets, 
&c. — all evinced the danger which Amfl:erdara, 
and confequently the whole Province of Hol- 
land, had juft efcaped. 

Thus, of all this preparation, concerted with 
filch difficulty, and calculated on fo uncertain 
elements, there alone remained the Prince's 
manifefto, the ofFenfive violence of which could 
only ferve to render parties more and more 
irreconcileable, and engender extrayagant refq- 
lutions, 
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It has been feen, that dfter the attack of the 
three fmall towns of Gueldres, Elburg and 
Hattem, the States of Holland had fufpended 
the Prince from bis fond^ions of Gaptain-genc- 
ral. After his enterprife againft Utrecht, the 
feventy-two afleffments, into which the free 
corps belongii% to the States of Holland had 
been diftributed, joined in prefenting to the 
State;s a remonftrance, infilling that William V. 
fhould be fufpended from his fundtions of 
Stadtholder and Admiral -general, and deprived 
of the emoluments attached to thefe offices. 
This remonftrance had juft been taken ad re- 
ferendum j and whilft it was in circulation in 
the towns; whilft it was become the fubjedt of 
deliberation of the Regencies; whilft it univer- 
fally engaged all private converfations; whilft it 
excited, in every mind, an efFervefcence more 
or lefs ardent; this very moment the Prince 
qiade choice of to publifh a manifefto, which 
alone was fufficient to awaken all the paffions, 
if they had been perfectly afleep. The remon- 
ftrance would infallibly have been received by 
the States of Holland, and converted into a 
r^folufion, by a very great majority; and all 
that could have been obtained by the leaders, 
who faw, with much regret, the hopes of peace 
' fJaily more cjift^t, woujd have been, that the 
I • States 
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States might give to this refolution only the fim- 
ple charafter of a provifional refoiution, which 
would, at leaft, ftUl leave one avenue open to 
reconciliation, when the people's minds,* Icfs 
exafperated, had (hewn lefs reluftance to the 
leconcilenaent of parties. But circumftances, 
which (bortly became changed in a way more 
ferious than ever, diverted the public attention 
from this remonftrance, and prevented its being 
again brought forward in the Aflembly of the 
States. 

Whilft Holland had refolved to form a cor- 
don o( troops on her frontier, towards Utrecht, 
ihe had organized, at Woerden, a military 
commiffion, of which General Van-Ryflcl, Com- 
mander of the cordon^ was Prefident. It cor- 
refponded with a commiffion of defence^ formed 
at the Hague, to which it tranfmitted all the 
dctaik of military bufinefs, and received from 
it all the refolutions and orders either of the 
States of Holland, or the Council Committee. 
Thefe two commiffions might be fufficient for 
the current detail of ordinary affairs; but, fince 
the Prince had attempted an invafion of 
Utrecht, fince the States-General had been 
accuftomed to counteraft all the meafures of 
the Province of Holland, by refolutions which 
led tlie regiments to difobedience, and granted 

protection 
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proteftion to refraftory officers; and, particu- 
larly, fincc the Princess manifefto gave reafon to 
fear fudden and unforefeen enterprifes, whick 
could not be flopped but by quick and rapid 
movements; the infufficiency was felt <rfa com- 
miffion obliged to render an account of every 
occurrence to another commiffion, and to wait 
its orders, in all cafes, where its uuthority was 
too confined, and which, being obliged to deli- 
berate when it ought to a(!:t, let opportunities 
efcape, loft time that was precious, and mi^it 
eminently endanger the public intereft. Thci:* 
was wanting, therefore, ^ ipring, which might 
a&uate and accelerate all its neceflary opera- 
tions. On the other hand, the cpmmiffion at 
the Hague, confifting of five members chofcii 
from among the leaders of the Repul^caoL. 
party, foqnd themlclves overwhelmed with de^ 
tails. Being religiouily attached to forms, ill 
according, perhaps, to great refolutions, from 
their fpirit of moderation; even pnefcribing tf> 
themfelves, alfb, a rule to hear every per(bn, in 
order that they might not be accufed of wifli- 
ing to govern exclufively; they couW not, al- 
though leading the moft laborious life, follow 
all the buiinefs and its details with the promp- 
titude neceflary, and ftill they thought tbem- 
felves limited in many points^ Hence refulted. 
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on fcvcral occafions, a fort of inaftivity, the 
danger of which was felt by the nation, and 
.which, in fad, might be attended with vexa- 
Iknjs confequences. 

The city of Amfterdam, more interefted than 
any other in the fuccefs of the Republican 
caufe, and anxious to remedy this evil, made a 
propofition to the States, on the 7th of June, 
of eftablifliing a commiffion, independent of 
thofe of the Hague and Woerden, which fliould 
ccMifift of five members at moft, on whom 
ibpirld be conferred an unlimited power of 
adopting fuch mealiires as they (hould confider 
nceeflary for the fafety of the Republic, in or- 
der to divert any attack land hoftile invafion. 
They defired that, for this effeS, the propofed 
commiffion (hould be authorized to employ aU 
perfotfis it might think neceflary; torecompenfe 
the officers who fhould diftinguifh themfelves ; 
to employ the armed corps of citizens; to dif- 
pofe of the national treafure; to rcfide in the. 
cordon or its neighbourhood, or even to chufe 
the place of its refidence; to correfpond and 
concert with the commiffion at the^ Hague, 
without, however, being bound to communi- 
cate to the latter its operations, of which at 
was to be miftrefs, and not to be obliged to ac- 
count for them, till after their execution.; and to 

comprife 
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comprifc the whole in one word, in the Ian* 
guage of the States, to qualify it cttm plena. 
It was exa<5Hy the power of the ancient Die* 
tators which was intended to be thus con* 
ferred, / '; 

This propolition was acceded to ,without hc- 
fitation, and the ele<5lion of the member^ of* 
the commiliion immediately took place.! It is 
unneceffary to fay, that it fell on men as much 
diftinguiftied for their Republican virtues as 
for their ability. Their names deferve to be 
recorded. They were, for the city of Haeriexn, 
M. Cammer lingerie for that of Leyden, M, 
Bloss for Amfterdam, Jf • De Witt*; for Gouda, 
M. Toulon; and for Alkmaer,i!f. Van-Foreajt. 
This commiffion immediately entered on bu* 
finefs. 

It was an excellent idea, thus to concentrate 
the power in circumftances fo tempeftu6us', 
and againft an enemy fo aftive; but, whilft 
among the ancient Romans, the Diftatorfhip 
annihilated every other authority, the commif- 
fion, juft eftablilhed by the States of Holland, 
was abfolutely without power againft the moft 

* A defcendent of the celebrated and unfortunate Dc 
Witts, who were maflacred at the Hague, under William III, 
The love of Liberty is hereditary in his family. He is now 
at Paris. ' . ! 

dangerous 
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dafigerous of all, the States-General, whom the 
Bature of their inftitution itfclf placed in en- 
tire independence of tbe particular States of 
each Province. 

Never had their Aflembly demonftrated fo 
inveterate an animofity againft Holland; never 
had they adopted rcfolutions fo hoftile againft 
that Province. They had juft. formed one, 
atnong others, to retain, in their ftations, the 
r«fra(ftory ofiicers, and reftore them to their 
duty; to fufpend thofe who had evinced their 
fiddity to the States of Holland ; to prohibit 
regiments, in general, from allowing themfelves 
to be difarmed, by any other orders than thofe 
of the States-General, &c. Thefe refolutions 
were, doubtlefs, unreafonable; they were, be- 
fides, very inefficient, fince it was Holland that 
paid them, and not the States- General; and 
befides, the States of Holland did not^ fail to 
give, from that very day, orders precifely con- 
trary, which reftored matters to their former 
fituation. This perpetual clalhing of refolu- 
tions againft refolutions was fcarccly becoming 
the dignity of a Sovereign Affembly : however, 
the States-General drew fome advantage from 
it; for the troops, being thus continually placed 
between contradidory refolutions, began, in~ 
fenfibly, to examine the ordei*s that were fent 

them. 
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them> to omke tbemfelves^ in fbme meadme* 
judges between the two authorities, and take, 
no advice but thetr own. This fituation mighit 
eafily become dangerou3, and lead diredly to 
difobediencc and infunreftion. 

It was then cleaiiy perceived, but much too. 
lat«, that the Republicans tiad not paid fuffi-i 
cieQt attention to the increaie of their influence 
on the determinations of the States-Genenil.^ 
The leader? of the Patriotic party were divertefl 
from this point, by the idea of the wealth and 
power of the Province of Holland. They were 
too eafily perfuaded, that, without her fupport, 
the States-General, left without confiftency and 
without power, would be always obliged to re- 
vert to her ', and they had not calculated how far 
the fpirit of hatred and revenge would furnifli 
them with refources ^ainft her, to relieve tliem 
* fron^ obftacles inccflantly renewing, and (hackle 
her procedure at every ftep (he might take to- 
wards the re-efl:abli(hment of Liberty. 

There was a time when it was poifible for 
Holland, and, perhaps, without much diffi- 
culty, to have fecured a majority in the States- 
General. She had on her fide Groningen and 
.Over-Yffel. She only required one more vote, 
and Frielland prefented to her more facility than 
any other Province, becaufe it was difpofed in 

favour 
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favour of France, both by inclination and in- 
tcreft, and had, on all occafions, very openly 
oppofed the Stadtholder and his pretenfions. 

But Frrefland had a conftitution altogether 
peculiar to itfelf, which placdd the Government 
in the hands of a fmall number of nobles, and 
formed an hereditary ariftocracy, to which all 
Ihofe who participated the authority were ex- 
ceffively attached. At the fame time, this Pro- 
vince contained a very great numbet of Patriots 
among the citizens, and in the univerfities; and 
this occalioned the folicitude of the Regents, 
Accordingly, they had taken care to draw to- 
wards them the regiments of the affeffment, 
as a means of defence in cafe force or -example 
(hould excite difturbances in their Province. 
The Friefland Regents would then have con- 
curred, willingly, with thofe of Holland, ta 
vote together in the States-General, had they 
been able to obtain from the latter a guaran- 
tee, which fliould fee ure to them the quiet en- 
joyment of their power ; but for this the Hol- 
landers would not be anfwerable. They mighty 
however, have offered, efpecially at the begin- 
ning of the troubles, fome medium that would 
have facilitated the accommodation, if the af- 
fair had been purfued with greater aftivity. 
But when the Frieflanders perceived, that the 

Patriots* 
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i^atriots, in attacking the abufive privileges of 
the Stadthoiderate, made ho lefs formidable 
iattacks on the Ariftocracy, and particularly Fa- 
mily Arifiocracy; when they faw that the citizens 
depofed fome magiftratesj and that the Patriots 
of rioUand Were conneded ifi correfpohdence 
with tbofe of Friefland, they dreaded that thfe 
ftorm might alfo burft on their heads, and 
thought of defending 'themfelves. Thence- ' 
forth they decidedly feparated their caufe from 
that of Holland, and after that time voted 
conftantly againft her in the States- General. 

it was neceffary, therefore, to difcover, in 
another quarter, the means of deftroying that 
majority in the States- General, which was daily 
producing refolutions fo dangerous. Circum- 
ftances were becoming more and more critical; 
and on the loth of June, the States-General 
had, on the propolition of Amersfort, decreed 
the fufpenfion of General Van-Ryflcl, prohibit- 
ing him from exercifing any comrtiand over the 
troops, under pain of being broke, and order- 
ing the officers to refufe obedience to him. At 
the fame time, they iifued other orders, tending 
diredly to exonerate the troops from the obliga- 
tion of their oath to the States of Holland, 
and proteft them in their difobedience to the 
orders of that Province. ' Thefe meafures were 

yoL. I. T not 
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not without effeft; and the regiment of Stuart, 
quartered in the little town of Oudewafer^ 
mifled by an officer, difmiffed on account of 
difobedience, and who had introduced himfelf 
into the town by means of a difguife, quitted 
their affeffment, and pafling the Leek, marched 
towards Kuylcnburg, in Gueldres. It is true, 
that the officers of this regiment, and a great 
majority of non^commiffioned officers, had re- 
mained faithful : fcveral foldiers even, when 
they became cool, acknowledged their error, 
and returned to their affeffment ; whilfb fome 
free corps, of different towns, ran to fupply 
the vacancies : but it is no lefs true, that 
the , example of defedion was given, which 
might introduce univerfal diforder among the 
troops. 

It was, at firft, propofed to form new States 
in the Province of Utrecht, by affembling fome 
Patriotic members of the Nobility and Clergy, 
who, in truth, formed but the minority of 
thefe two orders ^ but as they were fupported 
by the majority of the towns, and particularly 
by Utrecht, alone more powerful than ail the 
reft of the Province together, thefe States ex- 
hibited no more irregularities than thofe of 
Amersfort, and did not fuffer the fame ridicule. 
The Regents of Amersfort were convoked thi- 
ther > 
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tiler; but they did not attend^ notwithftanding 
the paflports that were fent them. 

it hiad been intended to fendj from thefe 
hew States, a deputation to the States-General, . 
Who) being in oppofition to thofe of Amersfort, 
would have rendered nugatory the vote of the 
States of Utrecht. The States-General, being 
reduced to fix votes, three of which were on, 
the one fide, and three on the other, there 

' was a cornplete divifion, which no longer al- 
lowed them to form a fingle refolution, and, in 
faft, rendered them dbfolutely null. 

Will it be faid, that they would have refufed 
to acknowledge the legitimacy of the new 
States of Utrecht, becaufe the majority of the 
orders of the Nobles and Clergy was hot com- 
prifed in them ? The fame reafon might alfo be 
fet up as an objedion to the States of Amers* 
fort, fince thefe were deficient in four towns 
out of five } and the fifth too, the place 
of their refidence, appeared on their fide, 
only becaufe their prefencc, and that of the 
troops, did not allow a free exercife of its 
will. 

, This plan would have^ eflentially ferved the 

caufe of the Patriots, if it coiild have been 

executed a fortnight before. But the refolution 

of the loth of June, of which we have juft 

T % fpoken. 
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fpoken, was of fuch a nature, that it could not 
be maintained ; it was, therefore, abfolutely ne- 
ceffary to abrogate it by a contrary refolution : 
this was fuppofing a majority, which could not 
be obtained, if the States fliould, in faft, fall 
into a nullity. 

Thus, in place of deftroying the vote of 
Amersfort by that of Utrecht, the States of 
Utrecht contented themfelves with the idea of 
confolidating the two deputations into one, in 
fuch a manner, however, that that of Utrecht 
Ihould be more numerous than that of Amers- 
fort, in order that the vote thence refulting 
might give the majority to the fide of Holland. 
This arrangement was . foon put in execution. 
Amersfort fent two deputies to the States- 
General; Utrecht fent three, who arrived at 
the Aflembly on the 14th of June. Their ad- 
miffion being put into deliberation, Gueldres 
and Zealarad refufed it; Groningen voted to take 
it ad referendum y Holland, Over-Yflel, and 
Friefland were for the admifEon. M Vau- 
Berkel employed, in this cafe, the fame argu- 
ment of which he had availed himfelf with 
the States of Holland, for the admiffion of the 
new deputation from Rotterdam, namely, that 
the only bufinefs of the States-General was, to 
afcertain if the lettersx of credence of the new 

deputies 
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deputies were. regular or not, the reft concern- 
ing only the Province of Utrecht, and not the 
Generality. The Gueldres deputies declared that 
they would not deliberate with thefe : M. Van- 
Berkel anfwered, that they might retire, if they 
thought fit, and that the deliberations would pro- 
ceed without them. They remained. The Prefi- 
dent let fall the hammer, and the affair terminated. 

Next day the admiffion of the new Deputies, 
after much debate and a number of difficulties, 
was confirmed, by a majority of four Provinces, 
againft Gueldres and Zealand. Holland then, 
at length, attained a majority in the States- 
General. She availed herfelf of her fuperiority 
the fame day, by again bringing into difcuffion 
all the violent refolutions which had been 
adopted on the loth. They were abrogated, 
without exception, by the fame majority, and 
an order of the State Council immediately de- 
creed, to give notice to General Van-Ryffel, 
and all the commanders and chief officers of 
regiments. 

Could things have remained in this fituation, 
the return to general tranquillity would have 
been effe6ted with the greateft rapidity; but the 
advantage wa of no long duration. The Pro- 
vinces adverfe to Holland, terrified at the fuc- 
Cefs (he had juft obtained over the States- 
T 3 General, 
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General, attempted every thing, to retain the 
majority on their fide. 

Amersfort thought of ftrengthcning her de- 
putation by three additional members, in order 
to obtain the fuperiority over that of Utrecht, 
This was forefeen, and Utrecht refolved to 
ftrengthen her's by four additional deputies, in 
order te preferve that fuperiority, which then 
came to be in the ratio of itw^n to five. 
They were both regular; but in the interval 
Friefland had feverely cenfured her deputies^ 
for their vote in favour of Holland, and givejn 
them inftruftions fo precife that they could not 
evade them ^ and when the new deputies on 
both fides prefented themfelves,thofe of Amers- 
fort were received without difficulty, and thofe 
of Utrecht rejefted. 

This proceeding of the States-General muft 
undoubtedly appear the height of inconfiftency 
and irregularity. After they had admitted the 
former deputation of Utrecht, in concurrence 
with that of Amersfort, either the extraordi- 
nary deputation of Utrecht ought to have been 
admitted, as well as that of Amersfort, or both 
of them (hould have been rejefted ; or, laftlyjj 
if that of Utrecht alone was rcjefted, its or- 
dinary deputation ought alfo to have been 
refufed, whilft they caft off the fecond, and 

retained 
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retained the firft. We (hall leave to the reader 
the trouble of appreciating this conduft. 

But the great injury to Holland was this : 
The Council of State, after having Vefufed to 
concur in the violent refolutions of the loth of 
June, hadj neverthelefs, expedited the orders 
neceflary in confequence of thefe refolutions. 
They were folemnly abrogated on the 14th, by a 
majority of five to two ; and the fame Council 
refufed to expedite the orders diredted by this 
laft refolution. A difcuffion took place on the 
manner in which -it ought to be executed ; it 
was referred to a committee ; the opportunity 
was loft, and it remained abfolutely ineffedlual. 

The refult was, that dcfertion became confi- 
derable among the troops of the cordon, which 
was foon abandoned by the watermen of 
Salm, the regiments of Waldeck, and apart of 
the regiments of Hefle, Phillipftal, Suylart, and 
Hardenbroek. They would undoubtedly hav^ 
remained at their pofts, had the Council of 
State fulfilled its duty, by executing tlie orders 
of tlie States- General. 

This intelligence, inftead of appeafing the 
minds of the people, on the contrary, in- 
flamed them with frefli enthufiafm. The na? 
tion felt that they ought to intruft to them- 
f^Ives ^lone the care of their own defence, and 
T 4 undertook 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



380 HISTORY OF [17S71 

ilndertook to fupply the defedion of the troops 
by their free corps and armed citizens. They 
recoUefted with pleafure the unexampled efforts 
they had formerly made againft Philip II. an4 
the fuccefs they then obtained. Perfuadfed tha-t 
the fame energy would again produce the fame 
cffeft, they fent from every quarter corps, more 
or lefs numerous, towards the line of the cor^ 
don. The canals were covered with tranfport- 
barges, and it was calculated that North-Hol- 
land alone furniflied near four thoufand men. 
Thefe corps had as military an organization 
as it had been poffible to give them : they were 
divided into companies, with officers and non- 
commiffioned officers ; and both officers and 
foldiers were attached to the fervice by a con- 
fiderable pay, for which the Province, and par- 
ticularly Amfterdam and Rotterdam, expended 
their treafures. 

On the fide of Amersfort the people were no 
longer perfedly quiet. Englifh gold had, in fa6t, 
had more efFeft over the Dutch troops belong- 
ing to the cordon than the refolutions of the 
States-General j but as the defertion \yhich en- 
fued was the worJc of corruption, for this very 
reafon the regiments which deferted infpired 
no confidence, while that which took place 
among thq Stadholderians, and which carried 

them 
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them towards Utrecht, became truly advan^ 
tageous to that city, becaufe this defertion was 
voluntary, and not purchafed. It was rendered 
f:onfiderable merely by the efFed of a procla-r 
mation of the new States of Utrecht, in which 
they invited the troops of the affeffment cf 
the Province to return to th^ir tue and lawful 
Sovereign. 

The Regents of Amersfcrt were not unani- 
mous in their opinions. The Stadtolder had 
been called to that city by order of the Clergy, 
and againft tlie inclinations of the Equeflriaa 
Order, all the members of which, except M. 
Perponches and Lord Athlone, had wiftied to 
feparate their caufe from that of the Prince, 
Thus, while William and his adherents were 
occupied only with plans of attack and vio- 
lence, the Nobles obflinateiy refolved to con- 
fine themfelves to the mere defenfive, and 
hitherto their opinion had prevailed. During 
this time Utrecht had acquired new defenders, 
and its garrifon was increafed to near ihvcn 
thoufand men, which was more than fufficient 
againft the Stadtholderian forces. The Su- 
preme CommiiTion, recently conftituted by the 
States of Holland, difplayed its powers in or- 
dering new levies, encouraging thofe officers 
who remained faithfu]^ by extrordinary gratifica- 
tions 
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cations, and ameliorating the lot of the foldier 
by an augmentation of pay *, employing, in a 
word, every means to farnifti tbe Province with 
an army on which it could depend. 

Laftly, Gueldres itfelf was not exempt from 
all inquietude. Over-Yffel had affembled, at 
Devcnter, a body of three thoufand troops, 
which was fpeedily to be augmented by fifteen 
hundred men from the country of Drente. 
The command of thefe had been intrufled to 
the Chevalier Ternant, a French officer of un- 
common merit, who had fought with diftin- 
guiflied reputation in America. This body 
had made itfelf maftcr of the fort of Ommer- 
ikans, which contained an ample magazine of 
ammunition and ftorcs of every fort, except 
niulkets, of which there were only found three 
hundred ; but Amfterdam had, from her arfe- 
nal, fui)plicd what was wantiilg to makeup the 
deficiency. The vicinity of this force infpired 
tl'c States of Gueldres with fear, which was fl:iU 
increafed by that of feeing turned againft them, 
on the firft favourable opportunity, the Hol- 
land regiments, to whom they had refufed per^ 
miffion to quit Gueldres, in order to march 

' * The officers received a who>e year's pay, merely as a 
gratification, 'i'hc foldiers* pay was increafed 24 French 
fous (near one fhilling (lerliag) a week, 
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ioto th§ country of the Generality, i^s the Statdi 
of Holland had required. 

Such w^ the ftate df things towards the end 
pf June, This perpetual conflid of oppofitq 
pafllions, opinions, and pretenfions, had pro- 
duced a degree: of complication, which, for a 
iong time, gave i^p farther hopes of an end of 
the troubles, by a negociation between the 
leaders of the different parties ; for thefe par- 
tie§ bgjcame multiplied. They were reckoned : 

1. The Stadtholderians, properly fo called, 
who* wiihed for the Stadtholderate, fuch as it 
was; that is to f^y,, with the laws, the right of 
patents, &c, in a word, will all its abufes. 
This was the party of th^ Court, the majority 
of the States of Gueldres, the Regency of 
Amersfort, the States-General, the Nobles of 
Holland, &c. 

2. A party of Ariftocrates, fpread through 
the old Regencies of towns, who would wil- 
lingly have confpnted to all the refolutious pro- 
pofed againft the Stadtholderian authority, 
provided tbeijr own had been refpefted ; w^ho 
in that cafe would have gained as much as 
they would lofe in the other. In this party 
were reckoned the States of Friefland, a num- 
ber of the old Regencies of Amfterdam,and pa- 
trician families, accuftomed to tranfmit to their 

deifcendants 



Digitized by VJOOQIC 



5^4 HISTORY OF [^7^7^ 

dcfirendants the ofBccs which remained thu* 
CQDCcntrated in a certain number of houfes. 

y The original Patriots, at the .head of 
wbom were M, M. Van-Berkel, of Amfterdam j 
Gtfiaer, of Dort ; Zeeberg, of Harlem. Thefe 
were very defirous to preferve the Stadtholde^ 
rate; but they wiftied to abolifh all the abufe% 
without diftindion. They were no better dif- 
pofed to temporize with family ariftocracy. 
Would it be worth while, in fadt, to break the 
fod of Stadholderian defpotifm, in order to 
£dl under that of the Ariftocracy, ftill more 
dilgufting? Perhaps the Patriots difcovered 
too much of their defign againft the Arifto-p 
cracy, which alienated the latter from them, as 
loon as they fufpefted the fate intended for 
them ; whereas they might have tnade ufe of 
them with a decided advantage, to fet bounds 
to the Stadthoiderian authority ^ a^d after^ 
wards> when this firft part of the plan was 
aecompliflhed and confolidated, have returned 
againft the fame Ariftocracy, whofe deftruc- 
tion would then have been much lefs dif- 
ficult. 

4. Laftly, The changes effefted in the Re-^ 
gencies of towns, by the inftitution of reprefen- 
tatives eleded by thefe towns, by armed citi^ 
zens, and by free corps, had given birth to a 

fourth 
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fourth party, if not the moft powerful, at leaft 
the moft troublefome of all. This was entirely 
a democratic party, who wi(hed the total dc- 
ftrudion of the Stadtholderate, as well as of 
every fort of Ariftocracy, which they refolved 
to accompliOi in all the provinces at once. This 
was certainly the ftraighteft and (horteft road 
towards true Liberty. The principle was good, 
and perfeftly conformable to the Rights of 
Man ; and, had it been practicable, the Patriots 
would readily have adopted it, particularly 
after the Stadtholder had furniftied terrible 
weapons againft himfelf, by his infulting decla- 
rations^ his violent proceedings, and his dif- 
obedience, or rather his* treafon, in the old 
affair of Breft. But this popular party was not 
aware that the Stadtholder was fupported by 
all the force of England and Pruffia ; that Zea- 
land, Gueldres, and Fricfland were open to 
thefe powers ; that Over-Yffel, Groningen, and 
even Utrecht, could oppofe but a momentary 
reliftance ; that Holland, betrayed by the Aril- 
tocrates, could not, with all its natural means of 
V- defence, long hold out againft two formidable 
Powers, who could attack it in both extremities 
at once ; that there was then no other fuccour 
to be expeded but from France, and it could 
hardly be fuppofed that (he would run the riik 

of 
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of inflaming all Europe, by engaging in a war^ 
which had no other objeft but the expulfiori 
of a Stadtholder from the Province of Holland- 
This jparty, however, I'endercd the proceed- 
ings of the authorities then much more com- 
plicated than they had before been. Populal* 
focieties were eftablKhed in the principal towns* 
Their orators^ mounted oil benches or tables^ 
inffamed minds already too much heated. In 
thefe aflemblies the members decided on all 
the operations of Government 5 they rendered 
jtiftice to the reftitude and purity of intention 
of the three principal leaders ; but they greatly 
blamed the facility with which they attended 
to all the propofals of accommodation coming 
either from Amersfort, or even from Gueldres 2 
this facility they denominated weaknefs, and 
accufed them of having ruined the public 
welfare by too much moderation. Thefe re- 
proaches were made by deputations, who did 
not always allow the degree of regard due to re- 
Ipeftabk Republicans, who had firft given the 
fignal of Liberty, who had rendered eminent 
fervices to the country, who faCrificed their reft 
and their daily bufinefs ; and who, oii a fuppofi- 
tion of a return to the former order of things, 
would reniain as viftims already devoted to 
Stadtholderian vengeance. Thefe deputations 

were 
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were frequently renewed, and generally for the 
purpofe of cenfure, or of fuggefting new ideas, 
which were frequently incompatible witli the 
nature of circumftances. The leaders heard 
every thing with extreme patience ; but 
they became difcouraged, and allowed , the 
helm of affairs infenfibly to efcape from their 
hands. 

The authorities in the towns were neceflarily 
relaxed, and the Regencies did not dare to de- 
cide a new queftion, withput being previoufly 
affured of the approbatioft of the body of 
reprefentatives of their town- It is true, that 
this was likewife a certain means of knowing 
perfedly the national will ; but it was a no 
lefs certain means of retarding exertions at a 
moment when they might require the greateft 
difpatch. This inconvenience was in the fe- 
quel felt ii\ a very difagreeable marxner. 

Amidft this clafhing of parties, and of' con- 
tradidory opinions, and the ftrange complica- 
tion refulting, no hope remained of feeing -the 
chaos difpelled otherwife than by the interven- 
tion of a foreign power; which being inaccef- 
libk to private paffions, and able, with the 
greateft coolnefs, to examine mutual preten- 
lions, might conciliate all parties, and reftore 
peace and union in the Republic. France be- 
ing, 
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ji^, from her alliance, interefted in the returft 
of tranquillity, authorized her Ambaflador to 
infinuate to the heads of the Republican party, 
that (he would willingly undertake the office' 
of Mediatrix between, the different parties^ 
whenever the B^epubllc fhould, by its organ^ 
the States- General, think proper to requefi 
her interpofition. 

This was the only way of attaining a happy 
termination. France, who by no means wiflied 
to give any caufe of complaint to the Court 
of Berlin, propofed to take no ftep without its 
confer t; and, when the two powers were agreed, 
no refinance could be attempted on the part of 
the Republic ; but it refted with the States of 
Holland to prefent to the States-General this: 
propofition, which, from its importance, could 
not be difcufled by the States of Holland 
themfelves, except on the exprefs requifition of" 
the moft confiderable city in the Province^ 
Amfterdam, But its Penfionary, M, Van Ber-. 
kel, was not fufficiently mafter of the public 
opinion, to venture to make. a new conciliatory 
propofition without particular orders from the 
Regency of Amfterdam. He was afraid, and 
with too much reafon, of inciting a terrible 
llorm againft himfelf amongft the popular So- 
cieties, who, without confulting their means^ 

now 
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ftow adopted only intemperate meafures. It 
was therefore neceflary for him to induce the 
Regency to. give him the moft exprefs orders 
on this point. But, when this new plan was 
communicated to the Regents^ they did not 
dare to take the execution of it on themfelves, 
without prevloufly having the opinion and ap- 
probation of the body of reprefentatives of 
the city. 

' Fortunately that body contained a fufficient 
number of wife and highly enlightened citi- 
zens, who aflembled as foon as they knew of 
the bufinefs. It was confidered in every point of 
view, and difcuffed with very uncommon faga- 
gacity. They weighed all the objections to 
which it could give place ; and it was not till 
after they had conquered them by fatisfeftory 
anfwers, that they determined to prefent to the 
Council of Regency an addrefs, praying it, in 
the name of the Citizens, to direft the Deputy . 
of the city to prefent tg the States of Hol- 
land a propofition, tending to requeft the media- 
tion of the King of France, in order to put an 
end to the troubles of the Republic, 

The Council only waited the will of the ci- 
tizens, to give the necelfary inftrudions to the 
Deputation from Amfterdam at the Hague. 
They were difpatched immediately, and the 

VOL. I. , V propofition 
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propofition was prefcnted to the States of Hol- 
land, where it met with no oppofition. It 
was at once converted into a refolution by a 
majority of twelve to feven; and fix other 
towns were not againft the meafure, but con- 
fined themfelves to demanding, if it would not 
be advifeable to add fome neighbouring power, 
to co-operate with France in the mediation. 
The Equeftrian Order was fimply for takir^ it 
ad referendum. There was, therefore, a fort of 
unanimity in the States of Holland for con- 
fiding the mediation to France. 

The propofition was next day (July 7) pre- 
fented to the States-General, where it was 
taken ad referendum , and if the other pro- 
vinces had been animated by a true fpirit of 
concord, and intereft for the public weal, 
hopes might have been entertained of feeing 
-tranquillity quickly reftored throughout the 
Republic. But, whilft the States of thefe 
ftovinces were deliberating, and had already 
evinced their difinclination, an unforefeen 
event intervened, to which the circumftances 
of the moment gave fuch importance as to 
obliterate all that had preceded, folely abforbea 
the univerfal attention, that had till then 
been divided, and in a manner fcattered among 
fo many different objedsi and which in a fliort 
' time totally ruined the Republican Party. 

On 
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On the 28th of July was fecn, Afrived froiil 
the Guddres fide, on the frontier cif a cantoil 
of Holkndi called Krimpener-Wnardy fituated 
between Haafdrecht and Slwon-dv'enj at apofl: 
called Gowtr-velfche-fiuy^j a train confiding of 
feveral carriages^ which appeared to be ad- 
vancing into the interior of the Province of 
Holland. The poll was then occupied by st 
detachment of the free corps of Gouda^ the 
Captain of which was by accident abfcnt^ The 
Lieutenant^ who comnianded in hi& room^ 
drew up his little party, and advancfed to re- 
connoitre thefe equipages. It was the Princeft 
of Orange herfelf, who had come ftom Nimc- 
guenj and was proceeding to the Hague, ac- 
companied only by Mademoifelle de Staaren- 
bergi one of her Ladies of Honour^ and the 
Counts di5 Randwyck and de Bentinck. The 
Oflker^ addrefling the Princefs^ expreffed to 
her, very refpedtfiiUyj his regret ^t being 
obliged to interrupt her journey^ and excufed 
himfelf, 6n account of his charge^ which for- 
bade him to fuffer any confiderablcf equipage 
to pafs, without giving notice of it to the 
Supreme Committee cftabliflied at Woerden^ 
and requiring the orders of his General The 
Princefs appeared much difconcerted at this 
incident 3 and the Oflker inftantly difpatchcd 
an exprefs to Woerden. 

jg % Threat 
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f hree Members of the Committee fet but 
immcdkteljs and foon repaired to the Princefs, 
Vfith whom they cnteted into ^ ekplanatioii* 
She declared, that (he was proccedihg to th6 
Hague, with the beft intentions, in the view 
of there endeavouring to re-eftabli(h concord, 
and at the fame time to fecurc to the Princej 
hef huiband, his rights and prerogatives* The 
deputies could not be in a fituation more dif- 
ficult, or more delicate* They repttfentcd to 
the Pnncefsj that in the circumftances in 
ivhich the Province of Holland Was at that 
moment placed; when the fpirit of feditioiv 
wanted only the flighted occafioh to bhe^k 
out in vkrious pai^ts; when the fermentation 
already (hewed itfelf^t Hekoe^uy^^ ih a com* • 
motion not yet quelled ; dnd when there was 
a fear that the fame movement might extend 
to the Brille^ and fucteffively to the ^ntigutms 
lowns 5 it Was much to be feaped> that the 
prefence of her Highnefs, iiiftead of extin* 
guifliing the fliames of fedition, would, on the 
contrary, ferve as a pretext to the mutinous 
Hill to increafe it ; and that, in the unavddabte 
confufion, it would be impo(fible to be certain, 
that, notwithftanding the efforts of the well- 
ttitentioned inhabitants, the refped fo juftly 
dise to her Highnefs Ifaould be completely pre- 
» ierved 
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fervid 5 that on fo important an occaCon they 
could ttot, of themfclves, form a detcrmiqation, 
without waiting the exprefs orders of th^ 
States of Holland, to whom they were to fend 
an account of what had happened ; that her 
Highneis might, until the arrival of the aq- 
fwer, return to Nimeguen, or, without going 
fo far, fix on a place which might be moft 
agreeable to hen The Princefs betrayed anger 
and difpleafure, without, however, beii^ able 
to complin of being treated with a want of 
that rcfpedt which was her due. She at firft 
propofed to retire to Leerdma^^ whither (he 
iras accompanied by the Members of the 
Committee, who, furniflied her with a guard of 
honour, confiftjng of a detachment of Heffe- 
Pbillipftal cavalry. But not finding fuitable 
accommodation at this palace, Ihe proceeded to 
the fmall town of Shoonhm)e. 

The foregoing is an exaft recital of this 
event, which at that time filled ail the public 
papers in Europe, and occupied attention even 
in countries that took very little interefl in 
what was then pafling in Holland. 

To view this incident merely as ar\ indivi- 
dual circumilance, we {ho^kl be led to con« 
fider it only as ^ 9ffe£|i of accident, and to 

* This is a Signioxy, which the States of Holland hereto* 
fore prefented to the Houfc of Kaifau^ 

V 3 ^Sk 
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zik for what purpofe the Princefs undertook 
this journey, and on what ^Gouat the Su- 
preme Committee of WoerdejQ flopped her in 
her progrefs? But when the readei: is made 
^quainted with what paffed antecedently, what 
pafled at that moment, and what was ftiU to 
be done, he will be enabled to give to this jour- 
ney the character it really merits, and tojuc^c 
if it was merely an innocent excurfion, as was 
^llegccl by the Stadtholderians. 

The Republic was, at this epoch, beconije ^ 
.vift theatre of feditions and commotions, more 
terrible than ever. In Gueldres, the town of 
Zutphen had juft been ravaged by a fudden 
incurfiqn of the very garrifon, under the com- 
mand of its own officers. The objeft was to 
difarm the citizens. Officers and foldiers, wear- 
ing the Orange cockade^^ rulhed into the houfes 
of the Patriots. The officers gave the fignal for 
diforder, by breaking the windows of thefe 
Jioufes. The foldiers, encouraged by the exam- 
ple, abandoned themfelves to all the licentiouf- 
nefs that was to be expeAed from them. The 
havoc was dreadful. One citizen, in defending 
himfelf, killed a foldier. The Council, which 
was affembled, and at which the Regents alfo 
appeared with the Orange cockade, immediately 
tried ^nd cpndemixed to, death this unfortunate 
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man, who was unmercifully executed on the 
Ipot. The tumult rofe to fucb a height, that 
Baron de Capellen de Marfch, whom we have 
^ready mentioned, feeing his perfonal fafety 
endangered, and addreffing a few queftions to 
the Commandant on the fubjeft, received only 
equivocal anfwers; fo that this hero of the Re* 
publican Party in Gueldres found himfclf 
obliged to quit the Province, where his eftates 
were afterwards facked, and himfelf executed 
in effigy. The unfortunate towns of Elburg 
and Hattem experienced, at the fame time, a 
fimilar fcene; in which the fbldier completely 
deflroyed whatever had efcaped his fury, during 
the invafion of the preceding year. The fame 
fcenes, the fame fury, were difplayed at Arn- 
heim, Lochem, and Duilburg; pillage, deftruc- 
tion, tumults, were raifed in the name aiiui 
under the colours of the Prince, by an unbri- 
dled foldiery, encouraged by its own officers, 
and fecond^d by the populace of the lowed 
clafs. 

In Zealand, a Province always fo dear to the 
Stadtholder, the fpirit of Liberty had made 
great progrefs, and the opinions of the inhabi- 
tants were fo divided, that of feven votes com- 
pofing the States, namely, the Equeftrian Or- 
der, and the towns of Midddbiirg^ Zinc Zee^ 

u 4 Terre* 
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lerre-Gces^ Tolen, Flejingtie, and Terverty 
there were on the Patriotic fide, Ziric-Zee^ 
FleffinguCj and Tolen; and on the other fide, 
the Equeftrian Order, Terre-Goes and 7Vr- 
vere; and at Middelburg^ the balance was fo 
cxaft between the two parties, that it would 
have been uncertain which way it inclined* but 
for the prefence of M. Van-der Spiegel*, who 
attended, though then dangeroufly ill. 

The Prince could not leaye this Province in 
fo precarious a ftate; and even at the moment 
when Zutphen was facked, the Stadtholderian 
agents were exciting a tumiiH at Middelburg, 
which burft forth with unprecedented fury : it 
commenced in pillage, and terminated in maf- 
facre. The populace abandoned themfelves to 
every excefs they could conceive: fome Pa- 
triots were aflTaflinated; fome, who had taken 
flielter on the roofs, were precipitated from the 
tops of the houfes; fome were drowned; all 
under the eyes of a garrifon, who flood and 
beheld thefe horrors, without employing the 
fmalleft means to prevent them. At length, the 
populace, being entirely matters, compelled 
the Regency to march in proceffion through 

• Grand Penfionary of Zealand, and afterwards Grand 
Penfionary of the Province of Holland, 

the 
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the city, preceded by a large Orange ftandard, 
which was pla^ced on the top of a tower, and 
they were obliged, as a conclufion of the fcene, 
to enter into a rcfolution to fupport invariably 
the ancient Conftitution, and oppofe all the 
innovations which attacked the privileges of the 
Stadtholder. This fpirit quickly extended 
through the whole liland of Walcheren ; the 
fame abominations arofe, more or lefs, at Flef- 
fingue, and at Tervere, where a Regent of Ziric- 
J&ee, who happened unluckily to be there, was 
bafely draped by the hair through the midft of 
the ftreets, by a furious mob, from whom he 
was with difficulty delivered; and thefe two cities 
could only efcape a general pillage, by a refo- 
Jution fimilar to that of Middelburg. 

In the Province of Holland, Helvoetfluys 
was equally the prey of a violent fcdition, the 
fymptoms of which were already manifefted at 
the Brille, as the Committee had aflured the 
Princefs; but, of all other places, the Hague 
was to furnilh the moft bloody example. The 
meafures were taken, and the plan determined 
on. Seventy-fix houfes were .firft devoted to 
pillage, and the number was increafed to no 
lefs than three hundred, at the head of which 
was the hotel of the French AmbaflJador. It 
is true, that the leaders had teftified fome fear 

of 
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of offending a powerful Monarch, in the per- 
fon of his Ambaffador; but it is extremely pro- 
bable, that the populace, once put in motion, 
and incited to pillage,- would not have fpared 
that houfe more than any other. 

Let us now explain the collateral circum- 
ftances of this extraordinary journey; for thefe 
tumultuous movements coincided nearly in 
time, and appeared only the fcencs of one and 
the f^me drama. After the pillage of Zutphen, 
M. (PEckeren de ZvydraSi Burgomafter of 
that city, and one of the moft violent Stadt- 
holderians, went inftantly to Nimeguen, where 
he gave an account of what; had happened; 
and then it was that the Princefs fet out for the 
Hague, with the equipage we have already men- 
tioned. M. de Zuydras immediately departed 
in a light carriage, by which he might gain 
time, and, travelling by another road, reached 
the Hague. He aflembled the heads of the 
Orange party, informed them of the departure 
of the Princefs, and the particular time Qie 
would arrive at the Houfe in the Wood^. This 
was in the night of the 28th of June. Sir 
James Harris pafled this evening in a nume- 
rous company, where he could not conceal the 

♦ A villa, a quarter of a league from the city., 

€:^treaie 



Digitized by 



Google 



jySy,] FREDBRIG WILLIAM II. ^00 

isxtreme agitatiop he unde 
gener^y remarked. Abf 
tipn^ and, although he p 
j^bfent in his play ; he w^s perpetually miftak- 
ing the ^ards, committing the moft palpable 
faults, and appeared to have brought into the 
company only his body, kaving his mind elfe- 
where, and otherwife employed. The popu^ 
lace had been informed qf the time, and more 
than two thoufand were affembled at the Houfc 
in the Wood. About half p^ft eleven o'clock 
thp news Arrived, that the Princefs had met 
with fome obftruftion on the way, and the 
Count de Bentinck de Roonn was feen paffing 
on horfeback through the ftreets of the city, 
attended by two f^ryant^, and direding his 
courfe towards the Hpu/e in the Wood. He 
was, dbubtlefs, charged to harangue the popu- 
lace, and induce them to return to the city. 
In fad, all this affemblage difperfed, and the 
night pafled without tumult. 

Yet, if we confider, in their connexion and 
^etailsj, this combination of fads which fuc- 
iceeded eaph other with the rapidity of light- 
ping, the myftery fpread over the journey of the 
Princefs, the political difpoiitions of thofe wha 
alone were in the fecret, is it eafy for an impar- 
ti^ mind not tore^ognife a very great manoeuvre, 

by 
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t was intended, at one blow, to 
ly the Republican party, as had 
f the fame means in 1 747 ? Arc 
WC not confirmed in this idea, when we refledl, 
that if the intentions of the Princefs had been 
altogether pure, nothing would have been more 
eafy than to give even the States of Holland 
notice of her arrival, and of the motives which 
induced her to return to the Province, a right 
V^hich no one had difputed; whilft, on the 
other hand, the idea of endeavouring to return 
clandeftinely, of courfe, caft a fufpicion on the 
nature of her intentions ? , 

We (hall go farther. , Ought we not to re-r 
gard this plan of a journey as a great political 
conception; the greateft even that had been 
difplayed in the .whole courfe of the Revohi-^ 
tion, and. which would fupply abundantly, and 
fimply, the want of military force in the difpo- 
fal of the Stadtholder ; for this project was a 
two-edged weapon ? 

Either the Princefs would pafs unmolefted^ 
and arrive unexpeftedly at the Hague; and 
then let us confider, if poffible, the effcft of a 
nofturnal infurreftion, the more terrible, as 
the myftery of the juurney had not allowed any 
previous preparation of the means of fuppref- 
fion ; the facility with which the populace, in- 
flamed 
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flamed by ftrong liquors, by the fpirit of ha* 
tred, ftnd the love of plunder, would have been 
led to exterminate the Patriots, fleeping in pro- 
found fecurity; the difficulty which the mem- 
bers of the Council Committee would have 
found to aflemble at their place of meeting, 
from the danger of being murdered by the way; 
the impoffibility of^dopting falutary refolutions, 
whilft the darknefs would not have permitted 
them to know exaftly the places where fuccours 
would have been moft neceflary; the embar- 
raflment iji which the armed force would have 
been placed to aflemble, and determine whe- 
ther to wait for orders, or to acSt of themfelves; 
the fatal miftakes, the diforders which always 
accompany a ni^t fccne, &c.; the confufioii 
would have been extreme; the leaders of the 
Republican Party would have been facrificed, or 
muft have fought their fafety in flight; and^ 
in either cafe, the dawn would, have appeared; 
only to difcover PatidfOtifm breathing its laft 
gafp, and leaving a complete viftory to the 
Stadtholderian Party. 

Or, fuppofing the Princefs flopped by the 
troops of the cordon^ and obliged to return, as, 
in fad, happened; in that cafe her journey 
could not be attendSd with confequenccs fo 
immediate and atrocious; but this inflance 

. would 
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would furnifh tlie Stadtholderian Court with si 
powerful motive to aft with more force and 
fuccefs than ever, with the Minifter at Berlin i 
and to the King, a very plaufible pretekt for 
arming in favour of the Stadtholder, without 
" appearing defirous of interfering, unfolicited, 
in the internal affairs of the Republici This 
aftually happened, as wc fhall proceed to ex- 
plain. 

The firfl flep of th6 Princefs was, to write 
letters to the Greffier Fagel and the Grand Pen* 
fionary, in which (he complains, in moderate 
language, of the obftruftion that had been 
made to her route ; and required^ that the 
States (hould give orders to enable her to purfue 
her journey. Far from complaining of any 
want of refpeft on the part of the members 
«f the Supreme Committee, fhe gave tbem^ 
pn the contrary, praife for their behaviour on 
^hb occafion, acknowledging that the mofl 
fcrupulous propriety had^hcen obferved towards 
her, j^articularly by M. de Witt, who had 
been the organ of the deputation. The letters 
were read to the States, and taken ad referen- 
dum \ but the conduft of the Suprenae Com-^ 
mittee was fully approved of, and precautions 
were carefully taken to fecure tranquillity at 
the Hague and the Flat Country. 

Th€ 
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The Committee were not kept ignorant of 
the approbation given by the States of Hol- 
land to their behaviour towards the Princefs^ 
who, immediately after, wrote a letter to the 
Affembly, very different, in point of modera- 
tion, from her former ones. She complained, 
with haughtinefs and bitternefs, of the appro- 
bation granted to the Committee, inftead of 
the exemplary fatisfaftion due to herfelf, and 
which fhe had a right to exped. The Prince, 
on his part, addreffed the States in a memorial 
ftill more unreafonable, refpefting the affront 
offered to his confort. Tbis memorial was, of 
courfe, taken ad referendum. 

This was adding fuel to firej and, in faft, 
the Prince could not be ignorant of the temper 
of mind in Holland. Already fufpended from 
his functions of Captain-general in that Pro«- 
vince, he kne\y that a great majority wIQied 
ftill to extend this meafure to all his other 
dignities, without exception, by retrenching 
the vaft emoluments attached to them 5 and 
that, if the propofition was not folemnly carried 
in the States of Holland, he owed it folely 
to the wifdom and moderation of the leaders of 
the party. He fhould, therefore, have fore- 
feen, that his memorial, being circulated through 
the towns, would,* from the feverity and arro- 

gance 
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gance of its ftile, difguft men, already (o much 
irritated, and lead them to refolutions ftill 
more violent. The effervefcence, in fad, reached 
a degree that feemed not fufceptible of increafej 
and had their leaders attempted to conciliate 
them in favour of William, by feme propitia- 
tory meafure, they muft infallibly have ruined 
their credit, and loft all confidence. 

Fully convinced of thefe truths, and of the 
impoflibility of conciliating minds fo much in- 
cenfed againft the Prince, and which he feemed 
ftill to take pleafure in daily irritating, they 
had conceived an altogether new idea, extremely 
plaufible in former conjunftures, and wjiich 
might have greatly fmoothed their difficulties, 
if there had been fufficient time for its execu- 
tion. It was impoffible to anfwer this letter of 
the Princefs; it was written in a ftyle fo repug- 
nant to propriety, that the States would have 
debafed their dignity by a weak and polite re- 
ply; whilft the tone of firmnefs, prefcribed by 
circvimftances, could only excite, on either fide, 
an acerbity calculated to deftroy for ever all 
hope of conciliation. It was, therefore, thou^t 
proper that a verbal reply (hould be given by 
one of the moft enlightened members of the 
Patriotic Party, who would have declared to 
her frankly, and without evafion, why (he ought 

not 
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not Jto expe^ any aafwer from the States, and 
that they could have 'no repugnance at feeing 
herTeturn to Holland^ had not this return, at 
the fame time, announced that of the Prince^ 
that the States, after all the aAs of violence^ 
and all the. arbitrary and capricious vexations of 
William V^ bad determined never egain to ad- 
mit him into their Province; that {he ought to 
|>fofit by this information,' to attend to the in- 
tereffsx^f the Princes, her children; and that if 
ftie wiftied to feparate hdf caufe and theirs 
from that of her liulbatKi, it would yet be pof- 
fible to Rften to her, endeavour to remove all 
difficulties, And procure her, at the Hague* 
the reception due to her diftinguiflied rank. 

'This was {placing -the matter in an entirely 
new point of view, and, perhaps, the moft pro- 
per to eflfeft a reconciliation of all parties. The 
perfon even of William V. interefled nobody^ 
cither in or out of the Republic; he was a 
viftim which the States required, and which 
they confidered du^ to their dignity; and there 
was reafon to fuppofe, that the King of Pruflia, 
fatisfied to fee his fifter re-eftabliflied in her 
dignities, would, without hefitation, have left 
the Stadtholder to a fate he had deferved from 
kis abfurdity and obftinacy, and become lefs 
particular as to the terms of accommodation 

vojt. I. ^ X relative 
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relative to the points in difpute, the commjuid, 
the law, &c. 

Whilft this plan was under difcuffion, a cou- 
rier arrived from Berlin on the 9th of July. 
He brought M. de Thulemeyer a memorial to 
prefent to the States of Holland, This docu^- 
mcnt was drawn up under extremely exa^erated 
ideas: the King of Pruffia there talked of out* 
rage, injury, exemplary fatisfadion, threats, and 
punilhments. Yet, the recital we have given 
is moft fcrupulouily correft. It offers nothing 
that refembles outrage; we have ftated. what 
circumfpedtion, what deference, what rcfpefl: 
the Committee of Woerden conftantly obferved 
in their behaviour towards the Princefs, and 
which, in her firft letters, (he made no diffi- 
culty in acknowledging, when (he rendered her 
teftimony in favour of M. de Witt in particu- 
lar. The States of Holland inflantly anfwered 
this memorial, and demonftrat^d to the King 
of PrufTia, how much the events had been 
mifreprefented and exaggerated; and, by a fim- 
ple narrative of the fads, they proved, unanr 
iwerably,that the Committee of Woerden could 
not have aded otherwife. 
. It was not fuppofed pofTible, that the. Cabi- 
net of Berlin would rejed the evidence of feds^ 
^nd that it would not very Rjych foftep jts lan- 
guage. 
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guage. Whilft waiting the efFe<!t oif the anfwe^ 
of the States, the leaders of the jparty entered 
into a conference with M, de Thuleilieyerj of 
^om they donceiVed they had niuch to com* 
plains as they coniideted hini the foufc^ of ill 
th^ falfe information received tt Berlin^ refped- 
ing the real fituation of affairs in Hdlland, and 
with whom, on this account, thdy hid never 
fought any particular communication; But at 
this crifis, circumftances were imperious j it W^ 
indifpenfable that the plain truth fHould reach 
Berlin. Hence it was neceflar/ Immediately t<J 
reftify the ideas of its Minifter, and tb.conquei* 
their repugnance to confer with himi The 
I^rench Ambaffador • had furnirtied theiii th6 
means, and endeavoured to prepare both par- 
ties, in ord^er that general utility might refult 
from this conference. It took place-in-his own 
houft, and in his prefence, aiid the difcuffion 
was calm, and perfe<5tly rnoderate. -M. de 
Thulemeyer opened it by an ablfe fpeech, in 
which he recapitulated the journey of the Prin^ 
cefe, infilled much on-the purity of the inten- 
tions- Which led her thither^ and the furprifej 
ivhich the unekpefted interruption of thi^jbur-^ 
ney had occafioned the King, her brother. 
' -M. Giftaer replied; and, with no lefs mode- 
iatioh) iJrew a hafty-iketch of the critical fitu-^ 
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^^n pf JicH^i^ zt tb}s pigment, frppi the fer- 
xpeataticjn njaniff fted,^ at the^ fame tifp?, in fe- 
y^r^ qiwyters. Tin? ferm^fttation^tie faid, ftiU 
cootin^cd^ and copld i^t but be inqr^aTed to 
aa infinite 4€gfee, by fo critical a cijxumftanpe, 
as that of the anrivstl of ^ Princefs at the 
Hague. It would jbave been more difficult to 
put a fljop to th^ diftprbaQce, as this having beea 
jyi%efeen by the Sj4tes, they could take np 
fff^^vious prec^utiori ; wtjlft the popuk^ie, long 
la^oiie informed of it by the promoters of dif- 
ftiijder, had ms^ every preparation. Hence th* 
Princefs, aitbopgh going to th^ Ha^ue with the 
pureft ifrtentions, wqqjd have h^d th^ ojiortifi- 
cat^o^i to fpe her arriyal m^|*ked by a horribk 
fcene, without (he States i^eing able tp anfwer 
fox ^h^ A^^rs which Q^g hprf^f might incur, 
amidft a tumult whi^h uo i;ucafures ^o^ki hav« 
f^prefled. ; H? concluded, th^t th? States could 
not b^t h^ly applw4 th^ conduct of. the 
Committee of Wperd?n, which had prevented 
thi? fcenp ojf riot. He a44©d, that if the Prin* 
cefe h%d any cpn;iphynt of difrefp^ft pflfered 
h?f, pflniflimfAt Qiould b© inflided on the of- 
fenders; and he, r^quefted M. de Thulemeyer 
to declare w^s^t he kne^. 

Th^ JMtii\ifter, wh.p^puJd oever htv^ eicaU 
{]^ted tl^e Px^2Cief$ rieip^^n^ the fea^ of her 

journey. 
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journey, had nothing to anfwer to this invit^^ 
tion, but confined his. complaiflts to a fiiigte 
fed, fo futile that we fhould riot have thdughlS 
it worth notice, had not the Court of BerBft, i^ 
the fequel, affeded to attach great impottuxica 
to it, and confid'er it as a fpecies of treifon. 
This was, that an officer of the free corps had 
even entered the Princefs's chamber, witli Ml 
fword drawn; that he had, however, been ipe--^ 
moved b/ the members of the Committee, ift^ 
mediately on their arrival;' and that afterwifdi 
two fentinels had been pofted at the gatfe oJf 
the houfe. * 

He was anfwered on this laft point, thaiC 
thefe fentinels were e\4dently only fentinds c6 
honour, as the Princefs^ haJd, in like maimer^ 
had at the Hague ; and with refpeft' to thd 
officer of the free corps, there ougHttof %i ait 
excufe for the. ignorance of a man placed ibakj 
extraordinary fituatixjn. Who, being obliged t<B 
ad without orders, had conceived that he Could 
not pay the Princefs a greater mark elf his i^ 
fpeft, and of the att^tion with which he 
watched over her fafety: that this was merely i 
ridiculous circumftance ; and fmce the members 
of the Committee, who were well informed 
men, had fent away the officer the momeiit thef 
^ifcoverei;! I^m, that it was ben^ath^ho dimity 
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of the Princefs to require the pumflimcnt of 
in ignorant man, who afted without any bad 
intention -, that, befides> the States had received 
DO information of the fa6t- M. de Thule- 
tneyer appeared fatisfied with this explanation. 

The conference then took another turn, 
vhich was brought on by the dcfire the 
Pxuffian Minifter exprefled of being able per- 
fonaily to contribute to an amicable adjuft- 
ment of differences. M. Giflaer explained to 
him the principal obJftacle, in the odious mea- 
fures' which the Prince employed to perpetuate 
difturbances. M. de Thulemeyer exprefled his 
abhorrezKC of thefe meafures, and aflurcd the 
Hxecting that the Princefs did not join in her 
buihand's fentiments on that point. , Be this 
true or not, M. Giflaer replied, that the people 
of Holland had always diftinguiflied between 
the Princefs and the Stadtholder, whofe ungo- 
vernable difpofition had conftantly occaConed 
misfortunes to the Republic ; fo that if there 
remained any poffible means of reconciliation, 
it was through the Princefs alone that it was 
to be fought. And hereupon he detailed to 
him frankly the plan we have already men- 
tioned ^ and afked, if he himfelf had any ob- 
jfdtion.to make the firfl propofalsof it to the 
j^riwefs^ The . only remark of M. de Thule-, 
;« ' . meyer^ 
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meyer, who had liftened very attentively, re- 
iJDefted the difficulty of determining the Prin- 
ccfs to feparate her caufe from that of the 
Prince; but when M. Giflacr had made an 
enumeration of the complaints of the Sovereign ^ 
againft William V. and aiked, if it was poffibic 
the States could forget their own dignity fo 
far as to continue fuch a Staidtholder; he aban- 
doned his objeftion, and anfwered, that he 
Ihould make no difficulty in communicating 
this idea to the Princcfs, and fhould inftantly 
difpatch an account of it to his Court. Here the 
conference terminated. 

In politics the beft ideas are ever tinproduc- 
tive when their application is ill-timed. Some 
months fooner, after the firft attack of El- 
burg and Hattem, or when the Count de 
Goertz and M. Rainneval were yet at the 
Hague, the propofition of the Patriots to M. 
de Thulemeyer would probably have been 
fuccefsful, both with the Princefs and the 
Court of Berlin ; but then it had not occurred 
to them ; and when the communication took 
place with the Pruffiyan Minifter, circumftances 
were no longer the feme, and offered no ap- 
pearance that the Princefs, fupported by the 
^ arms of the King, her brother, would be con- 
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tented with a part, when fhc faw herfelf QOr tho 
eve of obtaining the wJiole. 

In feft, the difpatches o£ M. de Reede, the. 
Minifter of the Republic at Berhn, announced 
that twenty thoufand men were aiTembled at 
W€>fel j and very foon after M. de Thulemeyer 
received an order, to declare, in a new memo- 
rial, that the King, by no means fatisfied with 
the anfwer given to the former, perfevered in 
all his demands^ and to notify to the States of 
Holland the affembJage of this miiitaity force. 
IvI. de Thulemeyer, after having executed 
thefe orders, imparted them to, the French 
Ambafladorv The Kiijg of Pruffia, he faid, 
had three motives for marching troops towards 
Wefei : i. To follow the example fet by 
France, who was in like manner aflembling 
troops at Givct : 2. To put himfelf in 9 ftate 
to make his mediation refpefted : 3. To fup- 
port the demand he made of fatisfadion to the 
Princefs his filter. To prevent any obfcurity 
refpeding this explicaion, we. (hall here ftate 
fome fads, which the neceffity of perfpicuity, 
and that we might not interrupt. the narrative, 
obliged us for fome time to defer. 

I. The Count de Vei^ennes had died in the 
courfe of the winter, TJic office of Minifter 
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for Foreign Affairs had bedn intrufted to Count 
de Montmorin. As foon as he became ^ little 
feniiiiariied with the affairs of HolJand, he- Was 
eafily convinced that the fuccefs of the rec^rit 
alliance of France with Holland wa$ inti* 
niately conne&ed with the fuccefs of the Re* 
publican Party ; which could not remain long 
undetermined, if the Patriots fliould find in 
the Cabinet of Verfailles, the feveral fuccburs 
of which they might fland in need; and' a libe* 
rai and decided proteftion, which fliould re- 
move every fort of doubt refpefting its inten* 
tions towards the Hollanders of all parties-, in* 
order to reprefs the one party, and encourage^ 
the. other. The Patriots did not appear to en- 
tertain much uneafinefs refpeding internal: af- 
fairs, of which they thought themfelves maiP-'* 
t€rs; but they greatly dreaded external 
interference ; and this was the only appre-* 
henfion from which they were anxious that^ 
France ftiould^ relieve them ; and as the citizens 
partook. e^oaHy in this difqtiietude, t$Jey re^- 
quired/ authentic declarations, by whic4i tfiey^ 
could quiet their miiiKJs. The Court, frhrouglv 
the medium of the Ambaflador, fpared neither 
promifes nor affurances ; but they perfifted in 
demanding official declarations, which alone they* 
could: empby towards their friends and againft 

their 
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tbeir enemies. The Cabinet of Verf^Ilcs was 
^raid to make thefe engagements, it was afraid^ 
of fufferirtg itfelf to be embarked farther than itt 
i^ilbed ; and to get rid of the difficulties which) 
the expofitioh of thefe declarations prefentcd. 
Count de Montmorin ccHiceived a plan of 
forming a camp of fifteen or fixteen thoufend 
ipcn at Givet. It was propofed to the Coun- 
cil, and adopted ; and the Hollanders having 
received notice o( it, they confidered this mea- 
fure infinitely fuperior to all the declarations 
they had required. However, nothwithftand- 
ing the good intefltions of the Count dc Mont- 
moxin, of the Marlhal de Segur, then Minif- 
ter of War, whofe department it was, and even 
of M, de Calonne, the Comptroller-General, 
who had the funds ready, and who had cogent 
reafons to intereft himfelf greatly in the fuc- 
cefs of the Republican Party in Holland, the 
camp never was formed. The Archbifhop of 
Sens, then Firft Minifter, undoubtedly thought 
that the funds prepared for this mesfiire might 
be more ufefully employed, and probably per^ 
fuaded himfelf, that the mere report of aflem- 
bling troops, at Givet might produce the fame 
ciffedt as the camp itfel£ He therefore fuffered. 
the report to circulate, and thought no more, 
of the thing itfelf. It wa& to this propofedr 

camp 
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camp that M. tk Thiikmeyer alluded in the 
firft of the three grounds given for aflembling^ 
twenty thoufand Pruffians at Wefel, 

2. It has been already feen that there had 
been prefented to the States of Holland the 
propofition of referring to France the media*' 
tion of the differences among the Provinces oi^ 
the Republic ; that this propofition had been 
agreed to by the Affembly, and thereafter car^ 
ried to the States-General, where it had beea 
taken ad referendum^ The States of the Pm-? 
vinces had dehberated on this fubjeft, and ma^^ 
nifefted their intentions, according to their 
different political fentiments. Over-Yflel, as 
well as the new States of Utrecht, followed ex-t 
adly the vote of Holland ; Friefland declined 
every foreign interference, and particuljarly that 
of France y the others would adipit the French 
mediation, provided Pruffia and England were 
conjoined to it, and Zealand . even wilhed to 
add the Court of Vienna, The proiX)fitioii 
never again appeared in the States-General i 
but the knowlege of the intentions of fonie pro- 
vinces was fufficient for Pruflia to confider 
herfelf as called pn to the mediation, the par- 
ticipation of which could be.nowif? repygnant 
^0 France. 
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3. THc King of FmBa dreafcaa384A*ii exani-^ 
pfaiy fatisfaaA)n, fuch ss the Statrfi of Holland 
could not grant, without filing' at the lame 
lime the aft of their own difgrace* 

eikxnJtnlknctes wem become d»ttremely em- 
>arrafl5ng^ the Pruffiin troops were arrivetl 
imdcr the command <rf the Duke of Brunf- 
wick That Prince, on fome frivolous pretext, 
which could deceive nobody, had made a jour- 
«cy to Nimeguen; aod there was no doubt 
]Mit' his real obje<5t was to concert with the 
Prince of Orange the plan of the military ope^* 
jations that were to be executed, if the per- 
feverance of the Republican Party (hould render 
them neceflary. 

At the Hague the nomination began on the 
18th, and continued without interruptioa unti^ 
the 20th, when it was in a moment fufpended^ 
This was a proud day of triumph for the Stadt^- 
holderian Party, on which the Prince- re-entered 
the Hague, after aa . abfence of two years. 
This entry, made with great folemnity^ amidft 
ranks formed by the garrifon of the city, in a 
carriage rather borne than drawn by a .populace 
intoxicated with joy, who made the air refound 
with their acclamations, was a death-blow to 
the Republican Spirit and the French. Party. 

Na 
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No foooet had/'tbe firft tranfports fubfided^ 
thaa the outrages inecpmip^c^ with the faiti^ 
fiiry as (orm^ly} i,k^Y cc»itiii.ued the following 
days with ulpie o^lfifs violence, and the ftorm 
was not entirely appcafed till, towards the 4tTi 
of the HK^qth following. 

The Staritholder, during ius journey, . did 
not &il to change the Regencies of the tow6s 
of South-'HoUarid, ©either did thefe new Re- 
gencies feiil d^ fiand new Deputations to the 
States. Thefe changes fecured to the Prince a 
nxajority of fixteea votes to three in the Af- 
ferably; the-Oppofition Towns w^re Amfter- 
dam, Alkniaer, and Purmerend, where the altera- 
tion of the Regencies had notyet been efFeded -, 
the States of Holland thus conftituted, com- 
menced their deliberations by the revocation of 
all the refolutions pafled ^ainft the Stadt- 
holder .by the Patriotic States. 

He was then reinftated in all his former powers, 
as well in refp^d: to^liis functions erf Captain- 
General, as with regard to the command of the 
garrifon of the Hague. The Committee of 
Woerden was alfo revoked, and the Princcfs 
invited by a formal refblution to return to the 
Hague. Thefe meafures were the work of the 
Sitting of the 21ft, the day following that of 
the entry of the Prince -, and on the fame day 

another 
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;inoth6r refolution was paffefl, which dircdly 
jpterefted France; its purport was, that " Trarr- 
" quillity having, been happily rcftored to the 
" country by tberctum of the Stadtholder to the 
" Hague, i and the reftitutiqn which had been 
*^ made to him of all his rights and prerogatives^ 
*' as well as by the fatisfadibn made to the 
" Princefs; the refolution, by which affiftance 
•' had been demanded of the King, againft 
^^ the Pruffian army was thereby annulled ; 
/* and that information fhould be communi- 
." pated to his Majefty, not doubting but that 
*^ he would feel confiderable interefk in this 
** happy re-eftablifhment of tranquillity ; and 
*' that he would recal the order which he 
" might have already given for the march oi 
" his troops on the firfl invitation." 
. This refolution, notwithftanding the ftrokc 
of irony which it contained, was not the lefs 
perfedly conHitutional. Thus France, legally 
excluded from the fcene, had no other means 
of re-entering' it but by breaking with Pruffia j 
which muft very foon have occafioned a rup-' 
ture with England, and perhaps have kindled 
a general war in Europe. 

Meanwhile the Pruffians advanced into the 
Province of Holland, where the States them- 
felves opened the gates of. all their towns to 

them. 
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thtm, by refolutions which prohibited every 
fort of refiftaAce. Their progrefs expericiiced 
no difficulty till after they entered Utrecht, 
They attempted to force the polls of the 'cor* 
den, fuch as Woerden, Nieverfluys, Wefop^ 
Minden, &c. They loft many men, particularly 
at Nieveriluys, in fome fuccefsful forties, which 
the bdieged made againft them. At theap- 
prpacbes to Amfterdam, fome villages, iuch as 
Oudekerk, Amftel-veen, and others, made a 
defence very honourable for themfelves, and 
very deftruftive to the Pruffians, from . the 
neceffity of thejir advancing on narrow banks, 
and enfiladed by the cannon of thcfe pofts. 
However, they were all carried, one after aw^ 
ther, and the weak garrifons, which defendeii 
them, retreated fucceffively to Amfterdam. 

The general command of this great city had 
been conferred on the Chevalier de Ternant^ 
who had thrown himfelf into it with the free 
corps of Over-Yffel, which he commanded. The 
Regents and the Citizens had invefted him with 
the moft extenfive powers. Never had their 
confidence been riiore judicioufly placed. As 
far removed from the braggadocio of the Rhin- 
grave de Salm as he was fuperior to him in mi- 
litary talents, the Chevalier de Ternant would, 

undoubtedly. 
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undoubtedly, have rendered irapdrtant fetvi^i^s 
to the city, which had entrufted him with its 
iatcreftsj but the bad conflitution of this city 
fiiackled all his moft falutary meafures. Xhe 
Council of the Regency, too timid to dare of 
itfelf to approve of a fingle proceeding, with- 
out fubmitting it to the difcuflion and opinion 
of the citizen?, occafioned a taidinefs m tbdr 
opertutions, abfolutely incompatible with the 
danger of the momfent. On the other hand>, 
the armed citizens and the free corps did* not 
obey the requifitions of the General, but -in 
the manner in which they underftood them. 
Hciw;e, Tor example, when he demanded fifteen 
hundred men to be immediately employed in 
toy particular work, or expedition, three of 
four hundred prefeated therofclves in fucceffion, 
and the expedition failed ; becaufe it was im- 
poffibie to employ conftraint over defenders of 
this fort, who were attached only by the tie of 
inclination. Thus it was that the part* which 
defended the famous -fluice, fituated mid-way 
betwixt Haerlem and Amfterdam, and which 

* At this' place, the Haerlem Zee and the Ye approach 
each other fo nearly, that the breadth of the fluicp only 
forms the reparation of the two feas. This \^dth is not one 
hundred feet. 

was 
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Was truly impregnable, had it been defended 
by a force fomewhat ftronger, was, however^ 
furprized by the Pruffians, who turned it, by 
navigating in barges on the Ye, and thus taking 
it in the rear, foon rendered themfelves matters 
of it. 

It was ftill poffible to diflodge them. The 
Chevalier de Ternant propofed it, and pledged 
himfelf for its fuccefs, if he were forniflied with 
the requifite force. He experienced the fame 
obftaclesj and theiiceforward deeming his pre- 
fence inutile^ he gave in his refignation, quitted 
the city> efcaped through the midft of the 
Pruffians, and returned to France. 

In order to underftand the critical. iituation 
of Amfterdamj it is fufficient to glance the 
eye over the map. The Duke of Brunfwick 
was at its gates. Even France advifed it to 
yield to the unfortunate circumijtances, and to 
think only of obtaining the leaft difadfantar 
geous capitulation poffible. This advice no 
longer left the fmalleft ray of hope to the Re* 
gents, who were obliged to yield to the hard 
and imperious law of neceffity. They, there- 
fore, entered into a conference with the Duke 
of Brunfwick, and propofed immediately to 
determine what kind of fatisfaftion (hould be 
itndered to the Princefsj for the Duke had 

iVOL. I. ' Y fignified 
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fignificd that this point being fettled, his mif- 
fion was finiftied. They ftiH thought they 
might be able to obtain fome tnodifiaition of 
the conditions announced in M. dc Tbule*^ 
meyer^s laft note^ but affuredly, this (hewed 
how little they were acquainted with the ini^^ 
placable difpofition of the Princefs, to believe 
that (he would deny her(elf the pleafure of 
revenge, when (he was in pdleffion of the 
means. 

She was abfolutely indexible. It was expeded 
(he would content herfelf with pimifhing the 
members of the Committee of Woerden, who 
had obftrufted her journey to the Hague^ 
fince that was the only o&ncc which had been 
perfonally ofi&red to her; none of the other 
afts concerned her, for the con&rt of tht^ 
Stadtholder was in reality a non^eotity in the 
political llate> during the life of her hu(baiid$ 
but (he could not allow an occafion, wbicb ap*- 
peared to her fo natural, to efcape, of extend«> 
ing the profcription to the mod diftinguiftied 
members of the Republican Party. 

The Princefs, therefore, at firflt declared that 
(he would fpare the lives of the offenders; but 
after this excefs of clemency and generefit^ 
(he announced her intention of deprivii^ theia 
of all their employments, and that they ftouM 

be 
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be rendered incapable of ever again ferving the 
Republic. Meflrs. Blocky Cammerling^ de 
JFitij Tonlo% Van-Foreejt^ compofed the Com- 
mittee of the Spates 6f Holland; Cojieriusy 
Burgomafter of Woerden, Secretary to the old 
Committee of Defence^ eftablifhed in that town; 
Delangey Counfellor of the Regency of Gouda; 
Giflaery Penfionary of Dort j Zeeberb and J^an- 
cafieeleUy Penfionaries of Hfterlem; Van-Berket 
2Sid Vijfftherj Penfionaries of Amftcrdam ; 
Kempenaary Counfellor of Alkmaef; Abbemay 
Bickery Van-Leyden, and Dijongty of the 
Council of Regency of Amfterd^m. 

Such were the terms which Amfterdam was 
6h%eiJ to Hiccept. Her negoeiators alfo de- 
mandfdy. that their cily Ihoukl receive no gar* 
riftm, tithw I^f&ih or National. The fifft ar- 
tidfe ))iras:^anted'j alftd even thefecond; but 
with this claifey tkat at leajt the Regency 
JkQuld not tAake the dtmattdi but a^ the old 
Stadtboidenati Regency was fooh to refume its 
&ftfi3^ms, it ^as certain, b^f6rehand, that this 
dmiiindil^rouldnotf fail immediately to be made: 
thns the clawfe was merely illufory. The- ca- 
pitulation was figned on the loth, and the iame 
<hgr, the Pruffians took poffeffion of the Haer* 
laa^gate, and Gei^eral Count de Kalereuten 
dBDtercd ti& city. 

Y 2 Of 
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Otthc perfons profcribcd, Mefllrs. Gijlaer, 
AbbemUy and de Witty quitted their country, 
where they did not think thcmfelvcs in Gifety. 
M. de Capellen de Marfch^ fince condemned 
at Gueldres to lofe his head, had preceded 
them. A crowd of people, from the different 
towns of the Province, retired into the French 
territory; and during the remainder of the year, 
the emigration was very confiderable. The 
French Government afforded this multitude a 
kind reception, coUedted at St. Omcr's, and 
furnifhed it with the means of fubfiftencc, the 
direction and diftribution of which formed a 
particular department of adminiflration. 

M. Van-Berkel remained in Amfterdam, and 
continued, in fpite of Stadthdderian perie- 
cution, to receive from his f^^ovr citizem 
every mark of refped and efteem due to his 
virtues. M. Pauhis experienced the &me re- 
gard at Rotterdam, where, anudft all the diA 
iurbances, his perfon and property were always 
refpe(5led. He even^ for fome time, retained 
his employment, which he thought his duty 
did not permit him to refign until it was re- 
quired. This probably would not have hap- 
pened, owing to . the univerfally eftabHIhed 
9pinion of. his virtues and talents: but it did^ 
not fuit the £ngli(h intereft that a Minifler of 

' fo 
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(o rtiuch genius Ihould remain at the head of 
the Dutch Marine, and the Britifh Amba^;idor 
accordingly obtained his removal. 

The Grand Penfionary of Holland did not 
await the termination of his quinqttennhim^ 
which would expire in the month of Novem- 
ber; he gave in his refignation, and was fuc* 
peeded by M. Vander-Spiegel. He fcarcely fur* 
vived tte cataftrophe: the ftudy of mathema* 
tics, to which he was attached, could not 
divert the vexation which accompanied him in 
his retreat, and carried him off a few months 
afterwards. 

We (hall add yet a few words, in order to 
conaplete this diftreffing pi<5ture. It was ne- 
ccflary to reward the Stadtholderian regiments^ 
whom corruption and promifes had engaged to 
the Aftti-Republican caufe. Thefe promifes 
were accompliftied by the fame means, which 
had already fervcd to recompenfe the pppulace 
for its zeal. A frelh pillage was or^nized by 
and for them, in the towns which had diftin- 
guiflied themfclves the moft for their fpirit of 
Liberty and Patriotifm. None of them could 
efcape the calamity. They aU fuffered in a 
' iefs or greater degree, but that was the fol^ 
difference. We ftiall only mention the difafter 
pf Bois-le-Duc, ^ large and beautiful city, 
Y3 CQStpofe4 
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compofed of four thouiand houfes^ of which 
only ieven hundred were fpared by the garrifon i 
but two thoufand were entirely devaftated, and 
fhe others all, without exception, had their win- 
dows broken. The booty was immenfe;'but 
the Government did not appear in the affair. 
It is true, fome eflfe6ts were found, and reftored 
to their proprietors, and a few foldicrs were put 
Tinder arreft. This was merely a form, and their 
puniftiment extended no farther. Meanwhile, 
terror reigned in the city, and fpread frorsv 
thence into the Flat Country, whence the in- 
habitants efcaped as they could, carrying their 
moft valuable efFefts with them, and retired 
into the Country of Liege. The fame fenti- 
ment pervaded Maeftricht, and produced the 
feme confequences. Tho emigration from thofo 
countries was fo confiderable, that the Govern- 
ment of Liege deemed it expedient to pa(s an 
edid, exempting the effefts belonging to the 
fugitives from any impoft, on entering its 
territory; a regulation which would not have 
been adopted, had not the number of thefc 
lugitives merited attention. 
- Thus, in the fpace of a few weeks, was de-p 
molifhed that ftrudure, of which the Rcpub* 
Tican fpirit had laid the foundations, and for 
whofe completion it had laboured ieveral years> 
• • ^ I without 
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without interruption. The only monument of 
it, which ftiil remained, was the alliance with 
f ranee; and it may be eafily conceived, witK 
what plcafure the Engiifti and the Sladtholde- 
rians exerted themfelves for its annihilation. 
They perfe<3:ly agreed on the fubftancc, but 
they could not diipenfe with ufing fiich a forifi 
as might not be offenfive ; becaufe, even then, 
they could not treat the Court of France likft 
the Regency of a town of the Province oC 
Holland: although it was but too true, that, 
at this epoch of total inertion, much might 
have befcn hazardai againft it, without dread- 
ing that it would difplay any refentment. Eng^ 
land, the party chiefly concerned, thought it 
fufficient to dlow the name of this dlianoe 
to fubfift, provided the effed was radically 
deftroyed; and this the States- General eafily ob- 
tained, by alfo forming an alliance with Eng- 
land and Pruflia at the fame time. The latter 
might, perhaps, be indifferent to France, whofe 
interefts were not in conftant collifion witE 
thofe of Pruffia, as they were with thofe of 
England. But the treaty with France would 
be invalidated by that with Great Britain- 
The intention of the Cabinet erf Verfailles was 
to wreft the Republic from the EngU(h. This 
treaty reduced them, at leaft, to a divifion :— 

Y 4 and 
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and what divifion ? In the event of a war with 
England, we might depend upon the Republic, 
Then the States- General would hold the balance 
betwixt the two nations, judge from which 
party the aggreffion proceeded, and embrace 
the caufe of the injured party. Now it is ob- 
vious, that England would always be the party 
injured. In a word, France would lofe all her 
influence in Holland. England would recover 
all th^t (he had formerly exercifed. She could 
not helitate a moment. 

Accordingly, the propofition was carried in 
the States-General, by the City of Utrecht, 
on the 15 th of Oftober. It was taken ad re^ 
fer^ndum^ and fubmitted to the States of each 
Province, who, in fucceffion, approved of it 
unanimoufly. It was returned, at length, oa 
the 14th of December, to the StatesrGeneral, 
where it pafled definitively into a refolution. 

Conferences were immediately opened with 
the pnglifh and Pruflian Minifters, for the 
purpofe of forming the treaties. The alliance 
with Pruffia prefented no confiderable obftacle; 
\n faft, it concerned only a reciprocal guarantee 
of dominions in Europe, the fettliog of mutual 
fuccours, in cafe of an attack on either of the 
coi|trafting Powers by a third* but more efpc-r 
^ . cialljr 
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cially of an exprefs guarantee of the Dutch 
Conftitution, on the part of Pruffia. 

The treaty with England experienced greater 
difficulties, from the complication of the inte- 
refts of the two nations, in regard to the com- 
merce and navigation in the Eaft Indies; but 
thefe difficulties were, in a great meafure, delayed 
to the period in which the two nations (hould 
arrange a new treaty of commerce. And the 
treaty of alliance, with the exception of an ar-. 
tide relative to their common defence in the 
Eaft Indies, confifted in the accuftomed ftipu- 
lations of fuccours, mutually to be furniflied 
in cafe of an attack; of a reciprocal guarantee 
of poffeffions in and out of Europe; and parti- 
cularly a formal engagement, by which England 
bound herfelf to guarantee to the Republic hep 
Conftitution and the Stadtholderate. 

It is almoft incomprehenfible what is meanjk 
by guaranteeing to a nation its own Conftitu- 
tion, unlefs the objeft of fuch guarantee be 
to fecure that nation from the efforts, which a 
foreign power may exert to overturn its Con- 
ftitution againft its will. But, if' by this be 
underftood that the Conftitution, thus gua- 
ranteed, (hall be fo far fubjefted, that the nation 
itfelf lofes the right of changing it, when they 
think proj)€r, nothing can be more abfurd, ot 

contrary 
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coqtmry to the ideas of the Law of Nations : 
it is repugnant to the natiife of thills, that, 
wb^n a nation has chofen any form of Govern- 
ment whatfoever, and time and experiei^ce have 
difcovered its abufes and vices, it cannot be 
dianged at their pleafure -, and thus deprive 
tiiemfelvea of the moft unalienable of their 
fights. This is the fecond example which Eu- 
rope has witneffed of fuch a monftrous guaran- 
tee; the firft example occurred at the firft par- 
tition of Poland, 

Reverting to our fubjeft, the two treaties of 
alliance with Pruffia and England were figned 
at the Hague; the firft on the 4th of April, 
the fecond on the 15th of the fame month, in 
1788; and foon after ratified by the two 
Courts. 

In this manner the Revolution was completed 
in Holland, which left it only the name of a 
Republic, whilft fubjugating it to the moft 
abfolute defpotifm; adefpotifm the more odious, 
becaufe thofe who exercifed it, being concealed 
vnder an unaiTuming title, and under the forma 
of apparent liberty, might continually infult 
their real Sovereign, and hurry it into meafures 
the moft adverfe to the public weal, without 
becomin re(ponfible to any perfon but them- 
fclves, for the errors of their own conduft. 
Therefore, when the people, in their delirium, 

propofed 
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prapakd t<!r confer oa the StadtluQld^f the title 
of ^oiint Sovcrei^ of HoUand, be reje&cd 
that d«ngcr«3was d^nity, Which, by direftly atf^. 
taching the fupreme authority to his perfon,. 
would have deprived the Provincial States, and 
the Statcs^General, of even the mere Ihadow of 
Sovereignty, which they had prciirved, and 
would have created to hiiti t perpetual fucccf-- 
lion of en^nies, who would have been ioceT* 
fantfy empic^ed in appc£ng his authority, in 
order to repoffefe therafelves of all that he had 
been able to extort firom them. Did he need 
this vain title, when the real power annexed to 
it was already in his poffelfion, and its quiet en- 
joyment was fecured, in defiance of all jealoufy, 
and of every kind of danger? 

It is mortifying to refleiSt, that the mod 
diftinguiftied chara<9:ers in the Republic, for 
the purity of their fentiments, and their know- 
ledge, were profcribed, perfecuted, difperfed, 
^d baniftied from their country: that this 
Republic, whofe phyfical exiftence was a maf- 
terpiece of the induftry of mankind in a focial 
llate, and which, under the beneficent rays of 
Liberty, had flourilhed by commerce, and con- 
tained in its bofom a vaft part of the wealth 
of Europe: that this happy country, fo refpcft- 
able ibr the antient fimplicity of its manners, 
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luddenly beheld the fpirit of Liberty totally, 
cxtinguiflied by the Irifeftious breath of Defpo- 
tifm : and that this ftrange metamorphoie was 
the effeft of the abfurd obftinacy of one man, 
and the vanity of one woman* 

The Patriots can be reproached with only 
one fault, and that fault even does honour to 
the purity of their principles ; that was, too 
fcrupulous an adherence to conflitutional forms, 
at a period when their ^verfaries Vfore daily 
violating them openly, by preferving in the 
States-General the deputation of Amersfort, 
which could not legally reprefent the voice of 
the Province of Utrecht. But France is, and 
will ever be inexcufable, for having abandoned 
her faithful friends at the moment when her 
fuccours were become indifpenfable to them; 
and not having even averted that moment by 
one of thofe meafures, of which 0ie was obliged 
to render an account to nobody, and which 
might have flopped, or, at leaft, a long time 
fufpended, the Pruffian invafion of Holland. 
The reader will fee that we allude to the camp 
at Givet. There is the moil fatisfadlory evi- 
dence, that if it had been aflembled, whatever 
regard the King of Pruffia might entertain for 
his fifter, he would not have wi(hed to fupport 
her caufe by forc^ of arms, and commence, by 

putting 
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putting himfelf in a date of war againft France. 
But France did nothing, and no perfon refpefts 
thofc who know not how to make themfelvel 
refpeftable. 

Republican France has repaired the wrongs 
of Monarchical France. The Liberty the Dutch, 
fought in 1787, was very incomplete, and con- 
tained in itfelf the feeds of its own deftruftion, 
by preferving the Stadtholderate. At this day, 
founded on the facred and imprefcriptible 
Rights of Man and of the Citizen, it refts on 
an immoveable bafis. The new Batavian Re- 
public, enlightened by experiehce, now knows 
how to diftinguilh between its friends and its 
natural enemies. The Englifti were no lefs its 
enemies, in preferving the Stadtholderate in 
1787, than they are at the prefent time, when 
attempting to invade its territory, and ftifle 
Liberty in its cradle* It has every reafon to 
recognife the identity of its interefts with thofe 
of the Republic of France, and this convidion 
will, doubtlefs, render their union as durable 
as the exiftence of the two nations. 
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LETTER FROM COUNT DE SAINT-PRIEST, THE 
FRENCH A.MBASSAOOR9TO THE MARQUIS DK 
lA FAYETTE. 

Antnuerfy Sept. 26, 1787. 

1 HAVE received, my dear Marquis, your 
very agreeable letter. I put the higheft value 
on your friendftiip, and am honoured by your 
efteem. My embafly has not been diftant, as 
you muft know. I am now at Antwerp; God 
knows how long. I have arrived hither in time 
to learn the entrance yefterday of the Pruffian 
troops into Utrecht. Three months fooner, 
I would have engaged to call you; the corps of 
Givet would have been affembled, and our ally 
been ours for ever. We muft have a brulh 
at prefent ; and forty thoufand men could not 
do what ten thoufand might have done with- 
out difficulty. Keep a watchful eye, if our 
troops march. You arewilhed for in Holland; 
and our movements might create a party there, 
Ternant has the command at Amfterdam, an4 
would ferve under you with joy. But if we do 
not marchy this commiflion is of no value to 
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you. 1 do not know if the city will long hold 
out. I wouldi with all my heart, oblige the 
Count de Potange; but I am engaged. My 
opinion is, that I am left here till our party re- 
vives in Holland : we are here, at this moment, 
rtjeded by both parties; by the one, for having 
oppofed it ; and the other, for having aban- 
doned it. 
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EDIQT RESPECTING REtlCION. 
Trederk WiUiamy hy the Grace of God*, King o/PruJ^a, tfc. 

JLiONG before ouracceffion to the throne, wc 
had pbferved and remarked, how necelSary it 
would one day be to endeavour, after the ex- 
ample of our predeceffors, and particularly of 
our deceafed grandfather, to maintain, and 
partly reeftablifli, in the Pruffian dominions^ 
tlie Chriflian Faith of the Proteftant Church, 
in its ancient and primitive purity ^ to reprefe, 
as much as poflible, infidelity and fuperftition, 
and, by this means alfo, the corruption of the 
fundamental truths of the Chriflian Religion, 
and the licentioufnefs of morals, which is a 
confequence of it ; and thus to ^ive, at the 
fame time, to our faithful fubjefts a convincing 
proof, what they have a right to exped: from 
us as their Sovereign, in refped to their moft 
important concern, that is to fay, an entire li- 
berty of confcience, their tranquillity and fecu- 
tity in theperfuafion which they have embraced, 
and in the faith of their fathers, as well as in 

^ ♦ The King reftored thi» form, which Frcd«riq had aVo- 
Jiihed. ' 
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refpcd to protedion againft all perturbators of 
their divine fervice and religious conftitution; 
in confequence whereof, having regulated to 
the prefent time the moft urgent affairs of the 
State, and made fome neceflary and beneficial 
.nc\y arrangements, we have wiflied not to defer 
a fingle moment, to think ferioufly of this 
other important duty, which our quality of 
Sovereign impofes on us, and to publifli,by the 
prefent edid, our immutable will on this fub- 
jed- 

1. We order, enjoin, and compiand, that all 
the three principal perfuafions of the Chri(lian~ 
Religion, namely, the Reformed, the Luthe- 
ran, and the Roman Catholic, be preferved, 
maintained, and protefted, in all the Provinces 
of our dominions, according to the Conflitu- 
tion which they have till now had, conforma- 
bly to divers edids and ordinances of our pre- 
decefTors, of happy memory. 

2. But, on the other hand, we wiU, that the 
ancient toleration, which has long diflinguilhed 
the Pruflian dominions, in refped of other re** 
ijgious feds and parties, be preferved as before^ 
l^nd that ^t no time (hall it be fufFerecJ to conr 
ftrain, in any manner, the corifciences of our 
fubjeds, whilileach of them peaceably fulfils, 
as a good citizen, his duties to the State, keeps 

to 
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to himfelf 4iis private opinions, and takes ftrift 
care not to diffenTliidte them^ to perfuadc 
others of them, and to iilfpire them ^th errors 
or uncertain ties relative to their faith i for, as 
to every man belongs the care of his own ial- 
vation, it is neceffafy that^ in this matter, he 
exercifes entire liberty; and, in our opinion, 
the cares of a Chriftian Prince, in this refped, 
ought to be confined to caufing the people to 
be inflrufted, by the teachers and preachers, in 
the purity and incorruptibility of true Chrifti- 
anity; and thus procuring to every one the 
means of learning and adopting it. Bdt if the 
fubjeds wifh to profit or not of this oppor-^ 
tunity, fo liberally offered, and take advants^e 
of it for their own conviflion, this ought to be 
left to every mah's conference. 

The feds publicly tolerated in our dominions 
until now are, befides the Jewilh nation, the 
JHernoutes, the Memnonitcs, and the Society 
of the. Bohemian Brethren, which hold tlyeir 
religious affemblies under the protection of the 
Sovereign, and they (hall retain that liberty, 
which is nowife injurious to the State. But 
our Ecclefiaftical Department muft hereafter 
take care, that there be not held, under. the 
name of a religious affembly, other meetings 
. hurtful to the Chriftian Religion and Jo the 
s ^ z 2 States 
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Sute; means which miglit b^ aidopted by new 
teachcHi wd other d^ngerom men, to gain 
adherents nod make proffilytcst whkh woukl be 
a great abufe pf toleration. • 

3, We exprefsly forbid, in all perfuafions 
without diftio(^ion^ every fpccies of profely* 
ttfm ; and we defire* iku ho Eccbfiaftics or 
other perfons of diflferent religious fe£ts Ihall 
mix, in order to make pr^rftlytes, force, engage^ 
or perfuade, in any manner whatfoever, tbofe 
of a different perfuafion^. to adopt and receive 
their particular principles ac opinions on Reli-* 
gion, or aim. any blow at the liberty of cbn^ 
fcience of others. It is, however, very diiFc-* 
rent, if any one, from his own free internal 
convtftion, defires to quit one pcrfuafion for 
another, this ought to be left entirely free to 
all, and no obftruftion be given thereto. Only 
it is neceflary that thofe who wi(h to take this 
ftep do not fo fecretly; but, in order to avoid 
cvcjy inconvenience in civil relations, they 
ftiould announce their change of religion ta 
the fuperintendants. 

4. As there has long been imputed to the 
Roman Catholic Priefts this zeal for making 
profelytes, and notwithftanding a rumour has 
lately arifen, that Catholic Priefts, Monks, and 
Jefuits in difguife, fecretly introduce tliemfeives 

into 
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into Proteftant countries, in ord^rrto^cl)nvert 
the alleged heretics; and that we Ssire 4eteif 
mined not to fuflfer fiich things in pur'domi^ 
nions> we forbid in all our dolninions thh .pro- 
felytifoi, not only in particular to Catholic 
Priefls, but we order alfo our Confillories, ^nd 
sll the faitiiful vaiTals and fubjeds of our dp> 
minions, to watch aittentively, in order tpdiftpf 
ver thefe forts of emiiTaries^ and give notice of 
them to the EcdefiafticiU'.DSpftrtment, th^t 
there be given the neceflary ordersi 1 .. 

*5» As we h*ve great averfi&n tOIprofdytifm 
in allperfuafions, bcciaufe it may be attended 
with ail forts of bad confequences* among the 
mu^itijd^, . we liave» m. the . c^ntrwy^ ' no lef§ 
fivti^ftipn ' in feeii^ Clergy and Xiity, Re- 
formed, Lutherans, and Rom;^n (Qatholies, Ijying 
t<^ether,v^ at;prffent, ih a toIerai>t^ and fra- 
ternal un^on with, regard. to their religion. In 
cpnfequence, we exhoft them to preferve care- 
fully, hereafter, the fame harmony among e^ch 
Other; and, far from our ever oppofirtg differetit- 
p^rfuafions from lending mutual- fuCcours^ with 
refpe^Jl to their churches, and houfes of prayer 
for public worlhip, ;or in any other .manner, 
this conduft will, on the contrary,. l?e -highly 
agreeable to Us.' ,<.,.., 
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6. We order, at the fame time, that, in the 
Reformed as well as in the Lutheran Church, 
the old liturgies and ecclefiaftical ordinances 
fliall be preferved 5 only we confent to this, that, 
in the faid perfuafions, the language be changed 
of thofe cMrdinances made at tlie time when the 
German language was not yet formed^ apd be 
better accommodated to the cuftoms of our 
times. We ure alfo defirous that fome ancient 
ufages and ine^ential ceremonies be aboli(bed; 
which we leave to the difpoiitibn of our Ec-» 
clefiaftical l^partment of the two Proteftant 
perfuafions. But th^ faid department (hall take 
great care to avoid making any change in the 
eflentials of the ancient dogmas of each per^ 
fuaiion. This ordinance appears to us the xiiore 
neceflary, becaufe, 

7. Some years before our elevation to tho 
throne, w« have obferved with regret^ that fe«^ 
vera#Clergy of the Proteftant Communion, pcr^.- 
mit themfelves a liberty altogether unbounded 
with regard to the dogmas of their perfuafion ; 
that they deny feveral fundamental points and 
truths of the Chriftian Religion in general, ^nd 
in their exhortations adopt a new fangled ftile, 
entirely different from the fpirit of true Chrifti- 
anity, which might in the end (hake the pillars 
ef the faith of Chriftians. They blulh not to 

renew 
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renew the mlfewble errors of Sociniahs, Deiftsj 
arid Naturalifts, long ago rcifbted, and to dif-^ 
fufe them among the people with as much 
boldnefs as imprudence, under the name o£ 
Philofophy, by a ftrange abufe of that name* 
They blufli not. to diminifh daily the authority 
of the Bible, as the revealed Word of God, to 
falfify Ihat divine fource of the falvation of 
mankind; to give forced explanations of it, or 
even to rejeft it entirely; to rcprefent it to mcri 
as fuipicious and fuperfluous faith in the myf* 
teries of. revealed religion in general and par-^ 
ticularly the. myfterics of the redemption and- 
facritice of the Saviour of the World; to lead 
them thus into error, and in this numncr every 
where to brave Chriftianity. We underftand, 
however, that thefe improprieties arc abfolutely 
deilroyed in our dominions; for we confider it 
one of the firft duties of a Chriftian Prince to 
proteft, in his dominions, firom every falfifica-, 
tion, the Chriftian Religion, the excellence and 
advantages of which have long fince been in*- 
dubitably proved; to maintain it there in'4U 
its ancient and primitive dignity, fplendour, 
and purity, fuch as it is laid down in the Bible, 
according to the conviftion of every perfuafion. 
of the Chriftian Church, as well as it is deter- 
minfeji in the fynabolical books of each of 

z 4 theftf 
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tbefe perfuafions ; and^ in order that the poor 
people may not be made the fport of the illu*> 
fions of uew-feingled teachers, and that millions 
of our good fubjefts may not be deprived of 
the tranquillity of their life, and their confola- 
tion on a death-bed, and thus be devoted to 
mifery, 

8. We therefore order and command^ in qua- 
lity of Sovereign, and as the folc and only 
Legiflator in our dominions, all Ecclefiaftics^ 
Preachers, and Scboolmafters of the Proteftant 
Religion, under pain of deprivation, or even a 
morefeverepuniftiment according to the cafe, that 
in future they be not guilty of the errors indi- 
cated in the 7 th article, or others of the fame 
l^cies, by difleminating them in the cxcrcife 
of their functions, or in any other manner pub« 
lie or private. Becaufe, in like manner, as for 
the, profperity of the kingdom and the good of 
our fubjefts, wc are . obliged to preferve the 
civil laws in all their authority, and cannot per^ 
mit any judge or adminiftrator of thefe laws to 
alter the fubftance of them, or change them at 
his pleafurci fo in like manner, and ftilUefs, 
fliall we fufFcr that, in matters of religion, each 
Ecclefiaftic fluili ad: according to his, own ideas 
and pkafure,.and that he (hall be at liberty to 
inftruft tlic people, m fuch or fuch a manner, 
. ; in 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



|fi,r,th€k/,fi^^ai<ptaj tvuths' of^CMftlahityj td 

a^opt or rej^jSt them at their difcrctionj to pre* 

jG^..^iticks of £a,itb: accordii^ to their wilU 

fn their true . light, or to fubftitutc for them 

their reveries** On the contrary, it is neceflaiy 

that there (hould be a model, a rule, and a 

regulation, (Richtfchnur^ norma und regel)^ 

firmly eftablilhed, according to which the peo- 

'ple may be faithfully and fincerely inftruded by 

the Teachers in matters of faith; and this rute 

has been, till now, in our dominions the Chrif- 

tian Religion, according to the three principal 

perf^fions, that is to fay, the Reformed, the 

Lutheran, and the Roman Catholic, of which ^ 

the Pruffian Monarchy has always approved; 

and this general rale, confidered even under this 

political view, we are not difpofed to allow to 

t>e changed, in the minuteft article, by thefe 

pretended apoftles of Plulofophy, (Aufklarer)^ 

after tlieir difordered ideas. Every man who 

teaches Chriftianity in our dominions, and who 

^iks himfelf a member of one of the three 

perfiiafions, ought, therefore, on the contrary, 

to teach that which bears the 6xed and poficive 

doctrine of the fe<5t of his religion, for to that 

he is bound );>y his office, his duty, and the 

conditions under which he was invefted with 

the pri^fthood, If he teach any other thiog, 

. he 
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he is already punilhabk by the civil ?aW»i arid 
iie caDnct properly longer hold his office. In 
cbnfequence, our ferious intentions tend to the 
maintenance of thb immutable order, though 
in other refpefts we freely grant to the Ecclcfi* 
afticsj in dur dominions, a liberty of confcience 
equal to that of our other fubjeds, and are 
very far from conftraining them in the fmalleft 
degree, with regard to their internal conviftion. 
Thus, the Miniftcr of the Chriftian ReligioD^ 
who, in refpeft of faith, is convinced of things 
contrary to thofe prefcribed to him by the doc- 
trine of his confcience, ought to take cane left 
this conviA ion lead him-into riiks and dangers; 
for we wi(h not to arrogate any -authority over 
his confcience. But According to- this fame 
confcience, he ought to ceafe teaching in his 
church; hepught to refign a charge which,- for 
the above-mentioned reafons, he feels himfelf 
incapable of fulfilling; for tlie doA'rine of the 
Church ought not to be r^ulated according to 
the convidlion of this or that'Ecclefiaftic, but> 
on the contrary, the convi&ian of the^Eccle- 
(iaftics on the dodrine of the Church; and fuch 
an Ecclefiaftic cannot of right be or remain 
fuch ; therefore he muft remove. However, 
from our great love of liberty of confcience in 
general, we are willing eveivto^fuflfer- the Ecclefi- 

aftics. 
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aftics, who may be known to be unfijrtunateljr 
more or lefs infefted by the errors exprefled m> 
article 7, to Temain quiet in their chacges; 
«nly in the inftrudtions they give their flocks 
the rules of dodrine mud always be kept iacred 
and inviolable* But i£:they ad in s nanner 
contrary to our prefent Sovereign ordinance^ 
and do not preach faithfully* thoroughly, the. 
4!lo6trine of their perfuafion, aod who preadi 
even the contrary, fo marked a difolKdipnce of 
©or prefent Sovereign ordinance ,wilU infalKWy^ 
be followed by deprivation, and even be pu- 
oifhed ftill iiu>re fcverely. 

9. In confecpience we order, by the prefent 
edift, our Ecclefiaftical Department of the 
Reformed and Lutheran .Re%ion to have, 
conftantly an attentive eye ov6r all the Eoclc- 
fiaftics of our dominions,, in order that all thofe 
who teach in the churches and fchools* do their 
duty J ^nd that what we have prefcribed in ar- 
ticle 8 niay be obfervcd with the. great eft jex- 
aftncfs; and wei will, that in the two Protefbuit 
^mmunions^ the minifters and heads of this 
department be anfwerable to us for them; for 
we oblige them, on their conlcience, and bc^ 
fides^ we depend entirely on them, hoping, that 
as faithful fervants of the State, they will incef- 
fantly watch over the obfervanceT)f our prefent 

edi<fk. 
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cdiA^ that they may avoid our moil: cot^pietc 
dif^race. 

lo. In cohfequence we order, as gracioufly 
as fcrioufly, the heads of the two Ecclcfiaftical 
Depactoients to give their principal attention 
that the Livings and the Chairs of Theology* 
in our Univcrfities, as well as the places in tho 
ScfaogiSy he filled by perfons ^ho have givea 
no reafon to doubt of their being perfedlyi 
conyinced i)f iwhat they ought to. teach pub-** 
licly : • but all the other candidates, who ma«* 
feft other principles, ought to be excluded' 
without delay, an exclufion of' which weigive 
the liberty and power to the (aid Minifh^s.^) 
t 1 1 . As from all this it fufficiently ^pptsuts^ 
that we veiy feriduily wifli.to maintain thi 
Cbrtftian Religion in our dominions, and, 
a& much as poffible, to increafe the true 
fear of God among the people; we. exhort/ 
aH.our faithful fubjedrs to embrace a pioui' 
life^ and on all occafions we IhaH know to' 
e&eem the man of religion and virtue ^ for a 
wicked and unconfcientious man can 'never 
be. a good fubjeft, and ftili lefs .ai faithful fer- 
vant of the State, neither in rmai>k< things nor 
j^reat. 

• I2» As the folemnization and fandkification 
of Sundays Ind holidays arcjrccomnidndedl by. 
J divers 
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diners edifts and* ordinances of bur pious pre- 
deceflb^*s, particularly thofe of the 17th ^De- 
cember, 1689; ^'4. June, 1693; 28 Oftobef, 
1711; 10 Febnlkpy,' 1715; and 18 Auguftj- 
i^iS ; thefe edlft^ and ordinanceis', confidered 
inrefped of their contents, ought net to ^ -be 
abolifted. But We . reterve to ourfelves ' tiy 
publifli by one particular law of police tilterior 
ordinances, more expifeft and 'toriformlble 'to 
theprefent time. ; • 1 - '- ^. 
• 'I3. No perfon might ^ tiy ^dntfemnj debafc, 
or rail at the Ecdefiaftidift^ate '; lihi^ %e al- 
wiays fee withr the greateft difpliiallitiii' and^lhall 
itot feiil to ptiniih k accordin^'lo^rtie exigency 
of the cafe, b&:aufe that' thefe thlflgs havfe' but 
too often an inevitable influence in ocdafidn- 
ing contempt of religion itfelf. We (hall, on 
the contrary^ pay. particular j^tje^tion, on all 
oinjcafions, tq-the well-being, of (^he Minifters 
and Preachers who have fulfilled their duties j 
and to give them a proof of it, we hereby re- 
new the edi<^ of the King our Grandfather, of 
happy memory, of the i4thOdlober, 1737, on 
the fubjeft of exempting their fons from mili- 
tary fervice ; and we ordain that all the fons of 
Ecclefiaftics in general, as well as the fons of the 
I!ublic Inftrudl^ors of Youth, in the towns in- 
cluded in the cantons, be comprifed in this 
'i •* ' ^ exemption, 
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exemptioD, if they are devoted to the fcieiice^y 
the artSj drawiog, or comtHBrce ; but t^^ofewho 
prefer a tnqde, or any other ppofe0k)ti, or <vba 
have (ludicd without fuccefs,. ftall be excluded 
from t|ie privilege; and, in that refpeib we 
Ibtll give the neceffary orders ta^our regiments 
for their iervicQ>; according to the rule in the. 
ca^toojB* .1 

14. Laftly, Wc ordain all our Confiftories, 
as well as all the other Magiftrates^ eccie(iafti- 
cal and laic^» oif our domin}oi>^» to look to 
tbb with a]l theattentiop and fe verity pollible^^ 
and we enjpin other Ecclefiaflics, and all our 
faithful vajQals and fubje&s, to confor^i to it;, 
for fuch is our wUt, alike fcrious and gracious. 

Given at Pot/Hatny the i^ih July^ 1788.. 

FREDEftic William, de Carmer, 

DBDdREWBERG, DeWoELLNER^ 
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.••'■*■' I • ' " ' 

,^ JEDICT OF CENSORSHIP. 
• Frederic William, tffr. 

Although we are perfeaiy cortvLnced 
of the many and great advjMitages of a mode- 
rate and well-regulated liberty of the prefs, for 
expanding the fciences and all ufefu! know- 
ledge, and although we are accordingly deter- 
mined to favour, as much as we can, that 
liberty within our dominions ; however, expe- 
rience has (hewn us the dangerous coniequences 
'of an unreftrained liberty in this refpeft, and 
how much inconfiderate, and even wicked 
writers d^ufe it, in order to difleminate prafti- 
tal errors, generally dangerous in matters moft 
important to mankind ; to corrupt the morals 
by lafcivious defcriptions and attradive pic* 
tures of vice; to rail malidoully and blame 
wickedly the public eftabtifliments and arrange^ 
ments ; which produces and encourages vexa- 
tion and difcontent in a number of ignorant 
l^rfons, and to gratify vile and private {mffions, 
Xuch as calumny, envy, and revenge, which 
difturb the repofe of many good and ufeful 
citizens, and leflfen theiA refpeft for Govern- 
>,ment, effefts which are particularly produced 

by 
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by writings adapted to the multitde {Volks- 
fchrifteri.) 

But, in as much as the compofition of books 
is not in the hapds of men who are truly em- 
ployed in the refearch, examination, publica- 
lioa» and progrefs of troth, but that it is 
coniidered by a great part of thofe who are eni- 
gaged in it merely as a trade, proper to fiivour 
their love of gain, and to anfwer private views 
with refped to Government ; therefore, in 
order to avoid the abufes which may thence 
iefidt,and bccaufe,in our age particularly, thefe 
abufes are confidcrably increafed, and make 
japid prc^refs, we have judged it proper to 
order to be examined, to renew in the ncceffary 
particulars, and to fix and determine more par*- 
ticularly and fuitably, the laws and ordi* 
nances of cenforihip heretofore pnblithed in 
cor dominions, and particularly the edift of the 
mth of May, 1749, and the proclamation of 
tl)e ift of June, 1772, and to conclude the 
whole in this prefent ediA of cenforihip. 

1. All books and other publications (hall be 
fubje^ to cenforfliip, and (hall not be fbld^ 
citheir publicly or privately, without licenfe of 
the cenfors, 

2. The objeft of cenforihip is not to pre- 
vent a decent and becoming enquiry into truth, 

$ but 
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but only to flop all that may be direded 
againft the principles of religion, government, 
moral and civil order, and the honour and cha- 
radter of others. 

3. In the Eledoral diftrid the Cenforlhip of 
theological and philofophical works (hall be en- 
trufted to the fuperior Confiftory of Berlin; 
and in the other provincies to the Provincial 
Confiftories, jointly with the Regency. That 
of works on jurifprudence and the admi- 
niftration of juftice, which (hall be publi(hed 
at Berlin, and in the Provinces of Moyenne 
and Ukraine, to the Tribune of Juftice (Kam- 
mergericht) of this city ; in other provinces, to 
the Provincial Regencies and Colleges of Juf- 
tice; thofe relpeding phyfic and furgery to 
th^ Colleges of Phy(ic and Surgery in the pro- 
vinces where they are publilhed, or elfe to the 
College of Phyfic at Berlin. All the works 
refpeding. the public ftate (Statum publicum) 
of the Germanic Empire and the Royal Fa- 
mily, the rights of Foreign Powers, the States 
of the Enipire of Germai^y, &c. (hall, in order 
to be Ucenfed, be prefented to the Department 
of Foreign Affairs, and Cenfors appointed by 
that department. Journals, weekly publica- 
tions, literary gazettes, novels, dramatic pieces,. 
&c. (hall be Ucenfed by the Univerl^ties in the 
-iVoiA I. A 4k diftrids^ 
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diftrids where tbey are publilhed, or elfc by the 
Provincial Colleges of Juftice. Fugitive pieces 
of poetry^ Exercifes of Colleges, &c. by the 
Magifl rates of the diftrifts, where there is no 
Uoiverfity. Political gazettes (hall be licenfed 
at Berlin by a Cenfor named by the Depart* 
ment of Foreign Affairs; in the provinces by 
the Provincial Colleges. 

. 4. From the preceding ordinance are ex- 
empted the books and writings of the Academy 
of Sciences, and of the individual Members of 
that Society, as well as of the College of Phy- 
Ac and Surgery^ The books and writings 
printed in the. Univerfities are fubmitted to the 
Cenfoi'fhip of the Faculty to which they be- 
long ; excepting, however, thofe which treat of 
public law and political hiftory, which are al- 
ways to be prefented to the Cenfor appointed; 
by the Department of Foreign Af&irs. 

5. The works, according to the above claffi- 
fication, (hall be prefented by the printer or 
editor to the Head of the College, who may, 
on examining the fame, and finding them uii-> 
attended with danger, grant, without any otheir 
form, a licence to print them ; but if he has 
the fmalleft doubt, he fhall, without delay, com* 
municate the manufcript to the Members of 
the College. 

6. Editors 
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6. Editors and authors, who arc diflatisfied 
with' the. decificns of the Cenfors, (hall be per- 
mitted to cany their complaints to the proper 
tribunal. 

7. Editors and printers, who have prefented 
their works to the Cenfors, aiid received their • 
approbation, fhall be no longer refponfible for 
the contents ; but this exemption (hall not ex- 
tend to the author, who may have fucceeded 
in deceiving or hurrying the Cenfors; Although 

a work has been approved of, it is peraiitfed 
to individuals, who conceive themfelves injured 
by any paflage in that work, to profecute the 
author and editor. . 

8. The tranfgreflbrs of this ordinance (hall be 
puni(hed by a fine of from five to (ixty crowns, 
to be paid by any perfon printing or felling, 
without approbation, a book, in which there 
is nothing reprehenfible. But if the work be 
reprehen(ible in itfelf, the whole edition (hali 
be confifcated, and the printer (hall be con- 
demned to pay double the fum which he would 
have received for the impreffion ; and the edi- 
tor, if a native, to pay double the value of his 
whole edition, at the (hop price. If the book- 
fellers are guilty of this offence for foreign edi- 
tors, they (hall be punifhed as the foreigner 
ought to be. In cafe of a repetition by a 

I printer 
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